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BATES 


OSEPH  BATES  was  born  in  1777  and  died 
in  1886  in  Haddam,  Connecticut,  where 
for  many  years  he  was  a  well-known  ship 
carpenter.  He  married  Haney  Wells,  who 
was  born  in  1778  and  died  in  18  52.  Both  are  buried 


in  the  Shailerville  cemetery  in  Haddam.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Epaphroditus,  who 
married  Betsey  Southworth;  Joseph  Wells,  of  whom 
further;  Haney  Ann,  who  married  Mr.  Miner  of 
Haddam. 

("Commemorative  Biographical  F.ecord 
of  Middlesex  County,  Connecticut.” 
Beers,  1903  — "Haddam,  Connecticut 
Epitaphs.”  Barbour  Collection,  1931.) 


Captain  Joseph  Wells  Bates,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Haney  (Wells)  Bates,  was  born  in  Haddam  in  1806 
and  died  in  Chester,  Connecticut,  December  5,  1897. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  in  private 
classes  conducted  by  Reverend  Samuel  Mills,  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Chester.  He  went 
to  sea  as  a  mere  boy  and,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  was  in 
command  of  a  ship.  For  over  fifty  years  he  was 
engaged  as  master  and  owner  in  carrying  freight 
to  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadelphia  from 


BATES 


Connecticut  river  points.  During  this  time  he  com¬ 
manded  the  Cashier^ \  ^^EmeraW\  ^^Yermonf\ 
^'Emily'\  ''Emily,  2d'\  "Mountain  Home^\ 
and  "Enterprise^\  Although  much  of  his  life  was 
spent  on  the  sea,  he  nevertheless  took  a  keen  interest 
in  civic  and  public  affairs  at  home  and  as  a  staunch 
Republican  served  as  Representative  from  Chester  in 
the  State  Legislature  in  1881. 

Captain  Bates  married  Mary  Lane,  daughter  of 
Arthur  and  Mercy  (Shipman)  Lane.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Arthur  L.;  Cephas; 
William  L. ;  Carlton  Joseph,  of  whom  further. 

("Commemorative  Biographical  Record 
of  Middlesex  County,  Connecticut.” 
Beers,  1903.) 

Carlton  Joseph  Bates,  son  of  Captain  Joseph 
Wells  and  Mary  (Lane)  Bates,  was  born  February  6, 
1 847,  in  Chester,  where  he  died,  January  4,  1941.  He 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Chester  and  at 
Hanum’s  Business  School  in  Hartford,  and  found  his 
first  employment  in  the  factory  of  Tyler  &  Post, 
manufacturers  of  ivory  sleeve  and  collar  buttons.  He 
began  at  the  very  bottom,  starting  the  fires  and 


BATES 


sweeping  out  the  work-rooms,  and  eventually  worked 
himself  up  to  the  position  of  bookkeeper. 

In  1865  Mr.  Tyler  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Post 
who  then  became  the  sole  owner  and  during  the  next 
eight  years  expanded  the  operations  considerably  by 
acquiring  the  business  and  machinery  of  the 
Griswold-Gladding  Company,  manufacturers  of 
bone  crochet  hooks  in  Essex,  Connecticut.  By  1873 
these  concerns  had  been  consolidated  and  located  in 
one  factory  in  Chester  and  in  that  year  Mr.  Post 
disposed  of  his  interest  to  Mr.  Bates. 

Mr.  Bates  continued  to  operate  the  business  success¬ 
fully  and  gradually  added  several  new  products.  In 
1905  he  purchased  the  factory  of  S.  Silliman  and 
Company  which  he  had  torn  down  in  order  to  build 
a  new  and  larger  plant.  His  company  was  now  one 
of  the  largest  and  best  known  in  the  industry  manu¬ 
facturing  all  kinds  of  knitting  needles  and  a  fine 
line  of  manicure  sets  and  equipment.  In  1907  his  son, 
Mr.  Hamilton  C.  Bates,  joined  the  firm  and  the  name 
was  changed  to  C.  J.  Bates  and  Son.  Although  Mr. 
Bates  gradually  relinquished  most  of  the  responsi- 
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bilities  connected  with  the  operation  of  the  business 
to  his  son,  he  remained  active  and  as  head  of  the  firm 
until  his  death. 

Mr.  Bate’s  successful  business  career  did  not  prevent 
him  from  taking  an  active  interest  in  civic,  social  and 
political  affairs.  He  served  for  many  years  as  a  member 
of  the  Republican  Town  Committee  in  Chester  and 
as  a  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1907 
and  1908.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  at  one 
time  president  of  the  Chester  Trust  Company  and  a 
director  of  this  institution  as  well  as  of  the  Essex 
National  Bank  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Toward  the 
end  of  his  life  he  was  one  of  the  oldest  living  Masons 
in  Connecticut,  having  joined  the  order  in  1871  and 
eventually  becoming  a  member  of  all  the  other 
Masonic  bodies,  including  the  Shrine. 

As  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  citizens  of 
Chester  his  memory  is  perpetuated  by  the  stately 
World  War  I  Memorial  which  was  his  gift  to  his 
community.  This  Memorial  is  of  granite,  fifteen  feet 
high,  the  central  portion  containing  the  names  of 
the  eighty-six  men  from  Chester  who  served  their 
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BATES 


country  in  the  armed  forces.  It  is  surmounted  by  the 
figure  of  an  American  soldier,  on  one  side  is  a  figure 
of  an  American  sailor  and  on  the  other  a  figure 
of  an  American  Red  Cross  nurse.  Trees  are  planted 
to  form  a  background  for  the  Memorial,  which  is 
constantly  lighted  by  a  flood  light.  It  was  unveiled 
on  October  21,  1939,  by  Mr.  Bate’s  great  grandson 
and  namesake  with  appropriate  ceremonies  attended 
by  the  Governor  and  town  officials. 

Carlton  Joseph  Bates  married  (first),  November 
6,  1877,  Orrilla  H.  Canfield,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Ventres)  Canfield.  He  married  (second), 
in  October,  1916,  Elizabeth  Lockwood  Shaler, 
daughter  of  Israel  Clark  and  Cynthia  Jerusha 
(Russell)  Shaler. 
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Sable  three  lions  rampant  argent. 

Out  of  a  ducal  coronet  or  a  demi-lion  rampant 
holding  between  the  paws  an  escutcheon  argent. 

Nobilis  est  ira  leonis. 


(Arms  in  possession  of  the  family.) 
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XEMENT  ENGLISH,  immigrant  ancestor 
of  the  line  hereinafter  followed,  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Salem,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  where  the  first  definite  record  of 
him  is  found.  The  names  of  his  parents  and  the  place 
and  date  of  his  birth  are  not  known.  He  was  a 
merchant  and  a  resident  of  Salem  in  1668  when  he 
signed  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  for  the  abrogation  of  imposts.  He  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  October  2,  1678,  and  died  in 
Salem,  December  23,  1682. 


Clement  English  married,  August  27,  1667,  Mary 
Waters,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Joyce  Waters  of 
Salem. 


Benjamin  English,  son  of  Clement  and  Mary 
(Waters)  English,  was  born  in  Salem,  October  19, 
1678,  and  died  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  1725. 
He  married  (first),  June  8,  1699,  Sarah  Phippen, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Seaborne  (Gooden)  Phippen. 
She  was  born  October  8,  1676,  and  died  December  9, 
1700.  He  married  (second),  April  21,  1703,  Rebecca 
Brown,  daughter  of  Eleazer  and  Sarah  (Bulkeley) 
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Brown.  She  was  born  in  1684  and  died  May  6,  1768. 

Captain  Benjamin  English,  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Rebecca  (Brown)  English,  was  born  October  8, 
1705,  in  New  Haven  where  he  died  July  5,  1779.  He 
was  a  ship  owner  and  for  many  years  engaged  in  the 
West  Indies  trade  in  which  he  accumulated  a  sub¬ 
stantial  fortune.  During  the  attack  on  New  Haven 
by  the  British  in  1779  he  was  shot  and  killed  in  his 
house  on  Water  Street. 

Captain  Benjamin  English  married,  September  24, 
1735,  Sarah  Dayton,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth 
(Todd)  Dayton.  She  was  born  July  16,  1716,  and 
died  July  29,  1769. 

Captain  Benjamin  English,  son  of  Captain 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Dayton)  English,  was  born 
December  16,  1742,  in  New  Haven  where  he  died 
April  19,  1809.  He  apparently  inherited  his  father’s 
vessels  as  he  also  was  engaged  in  the  West  Indies  trade 
in  command  of  his  own  ships.  He  was  appointed 
custom  house  officer  in  New  Haven  by  President 
Thomas  Jefferson  in  1 8  0 1  and  held  this  position  until 

his  death. 


) 

\ 

t 

r 

I 

* 

r 


ENGLISH 


He  married,  November  17, 1768,  Abigail  Doolittle, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Todd)  Doolittle.  She 
was  born  October  3,  1749,  in  New  Haven  where  she 
died  October  24,  1794. 

James  English,  son  of  Captain  Benjamin  and 
Abigail  (Doolittle)  English,  was  born  July  26,  1784, 
in  New  Haven,  where  he  died  December  2,  18  50. 
He  was  a  merchant  and  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  his  day.  He  married,  March  29,  1807,  Nancy 
Griswold,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lucy  (Phipps) 
Griswold.  She  was  born  August  16,  1786,  and  died 
August  3,  1867. 

John  English,  son  of  James  and  Nancy  (Gris¬ 
wold)  English,  was  born  September  28,  1 8 1 0,  in  New 
Haven,  where  he  died  November  21,  1865.  He 
attended  school  in  New  Haven  until  fourteen  years 
of  age  when  he  found  employment  as  a  clerk  in  the 
hardware  store  of  Tuttle  and  Mix  on  Chapel  Street 
where  he  remained  until  1832.  In  that  year  he  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  the  hardware  and  iron  business  and 
was  thus  engaged  until  his  death. 
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Mr.  English  was  eminently  successful  and  his  con¬ 
cern,  John  English  and  Company,  eventually  became 
one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind.  He  was  financially 
interested  in  several  other  enterprises  and  served  as 
vice-president  and  director  of  the  Yale  National 
Bank.  Upon  his  death  this  Bank  adopted  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution : 

"Resolved:  That  the  announcement  of  our 
President  of  the  death  of  our  valued  friend, 
John  English,  Esq.,  Vice-president  of  the  Bank, 
is  received  by  us  in  deep  sorrow;  and  we  sincerely 
tender  to  his  bereaved  family  and  friends  our 
heartfelt  sorrow  in  their  affliction,  desiring  at 
the  same  time  to  record  our  high  sense  of  the  loss 
which  we  experience  personally  and  as  a  Board, 
and  of  the  faithfulness  with  which  he  always 
discharged  the  duties  which  have  devolved  upon 
him  during  his  long  connection  with  the  Bank. 

"Resolved:  That  this  Bank  be  closed  at  2  p.  m. 
tomorrow,  in  order  that  all  who  have  been 
associated  with  him  may  attend  the  funeral. 

"Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  presented  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  and 
published. 

"New  Haven,  November  21,  1865. 

"J.  A.  Smith,  Cashier.” 
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The  following  is  quoted  from  the  New  Haven 
Daily  Morning  Journal  and  Courier  of  November 
22,  1865: 

'*He  was  a  man  of  unusual  quickness  and 
clearness  of  perception;  in  his  opinion  he  was  in 
all  matters  decided  and  when  he  once  made  up 
his  mind  nothing  but  a  thorough  conviction  that 
he  was  in  error  ever  changed  his  opinion.  So  much 
were  his  opinions  valued  that  he  was  often  con¬ 
sulted  about  matters  not  immediately  connected 
with  his  business;  in  fact,  he  was  an  intelligent 
and  thorough  merchant,  a  humane  and  liberal 
man. 

'*In  the  death  of  Mr.  English  New  Haven  has 
lost  one  of  her  most  valued  and  enterprising 
citizens,  but  to  his  loving  wife  and  family  of 
children  the  loss  is  one  of  peculiar  severity.  He 
leaves  them  a  competency  and  what  is  worth 
more  than  the  world’s  goods,  a  good  name.  As 
a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
business  generally  on  State  Street  will  be  sus¬ 
pended  from  two  to  half  past  four  in  the  after¬ 
noon.” 

John  English  married  (first),  September  2,  1835, 
Sarah  Cutler.  She  was  born  in  1810  and  died  March 
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20,  18  50.  He  married  (second),  February  3,  18  52, 
Frances  Lewis  Hotchkiss.  (See  Hotchkiss  Line.) 

James  English,  son  of  John  and  Frances  Lewis 
(Hotchkiss)  English,  was  born  January  11,  18  53,  in 
New  Haven  where  he  died  September  20,  1937.  He 
attended  a  preparatory  school  in  Stockbridge,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  graduated  from  Russell  Military 
Academy  in  New  Haven.  Immediately  upon  grad¬ 
uation  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  New  Haven  where  he  remained  a  few  years  and 
then  became  associated  with  the  Reynolds  Screw 
Company  in  which  he  maintained  an  interest  until 
a  few  years  before  his  death. 

It  is,  however,  with  the  field  of  public  utility,  in 
which  he  was  a  pioneer  and  with  which  he  was 
prominently  identified  for  more  than  half  a  century 
that  the  name  of  James  English  is  inseparately  con¬ 
nected  and  best  remembered.  His  career  in  the  electric 
lighting  industry  began  when  it  was  still  in  its 
infancy  and  when  it  was  generally  accepted  that 
electric  light  would  never  supersede  gas  for  interior 
illumination.  The  New  Haven  Electric  Light  Com- 
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pany  was  organized  in  1 8  8  0  with  a  capital  of  $  5  0,000 
and  reorganized  in  1882  as  the  Connecticut  Electric 
Lighting  Company.  It  operated  under  great  diflS- 
culties,  mainly  from  lack  of  capital  and  was  severely 
handicapped  by  the  then  prevailing  prejudice  against 
its  poor  service.  The  company  had  only  about  fifty 
lights,  all  of  which  were  in  stores  and  on  such  terms 
that  it  could  not  earn  enough  to  pay  operating 
expenses.  In  1883  the  United  States  Electric  Light 
Company  brought  suit  on  a  claim  of  $800  for 
material  and  as  the  company  found  itself  with  its 
capital  exhausted  and  an  indebtedness  of  $12,000  it 
suspended  operations  in  August  of  that  year. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Mr.  English,  who  clearly 
foresaw  the  possibilities  of  electric  lighting,  came  to 
the  rescue  of  the  bankrupt  company  and  displayed 
his  ability  and  capacity  for  organization.  He  asso¬ 
ciated  himself  with  Messrs.  F.  A.  Gilbert,  A.  H. 
Robertson,  W.  B.  Hosmer,  W.  J.  Atwater  and  H.  P. 
Frost  and  formed  a  new  company  under  the  old  name 
with  a  capital  of  $50,000.  Mr.  Gilbert  was  elected 
president  and  Mr.  English  secretary  and  treasurer. 
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They,  together  with  Messrs.  H.  H.  Strong  and 
Simeon  E.  Baldwin  also  constituted  the  board  of 
directors. 

From  that  time  on  Mr.  English  devoted  all  his 
time  and  energy  to  the  growth  of  the  Company  and 
its  service  to  the  public.  He  installed  up-to-date 
machinery  and  as  the  business  expanded  built  newer 
and  larger  plants.  In  1884  the  capital  was  increased  to 
$70,000  and  in  1885  to  $100,000.  By  1886  the 
incandescent  lamp  was  so  improved  that  it  was 
practical  for  interior  lighting  and  as  the  demand 
for  it  grew  the  capital  was  again  increased  to 
$150,000.  By  January  1,  1887,  the  Company  had 
three  hundred  and  eleven  arc  lights  and  seventy-one 
incandescent  lamps  burning  and  on  April  10,  1887, 
the  Company  was  incorporated  with  a  capital  of 
$200,000. 

Mr.  English  continued  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the 
now  rapidly  expanding  industry.  He  was  the  first 
to  realize  the  importance  and  advantage  of  under¬ 
ground  circuits,  which  his  associates  considered 
impractical  because  of  insulation  difficulties.  In  spite 
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of  this  opposition  he  succeeded  in  having  six  circuits 
laid  under  Temple  Street.  A  satisfactory  form  of 
insulation  was  found  and  Mr.  English’s  judgment 
was  seldom  questioned  from  that  time  on. 

In  1899  Mr.  English  acquired  control  of  the 
Bridgeport  Electric  Light  Company  and  merged  it 
with  his  own  Company  under  the  name  of  The  United 
Illuminating  Company,  of  which  he  was  elected 
president  and  served  as  such  until  March  19,  1937, 
when  he  became  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors. 
During  his  administration  the  capital  was  increased 
from  one  to  twenty  million  dollars  and  the  great 
financial  success  of  the  Company  as  well  as  its  con¬ 
stantly  improved  service  to  the  consumers  is  largely 
due  to  Mr.  English’s  perseverance,  foresight,  energy 
and  tremendous  capacity  for  organization. 

While  The  United  Illuminating  Company  was  his 
chief  interest,  he  was  active  in  several  other  public 
utilities  and  corporations.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
organizers  of  the  Southern  New  England  Telephone 
Company,  which  he  served  as  a  director  from  188  5 
until  his  death  and  as  vice-president  from  1896  until 


ENGLISH 


1908.  He  became  a  director  of  the  New  Haven  Water 
Company  in  1882  and  vice-president  in  1899,  hold¬ 
ing  both  offices  until  a  short  time  before  his  death. 

Mr.  English,  as  one  of  New  Haven’s  most  prom¬ 
inent  citizens,  took  a  keen  interest  in  its  civic  and 
public  affairs  though  he  never  would  consent  to  seek 
public  office.  During  the  depression  in  1933  he 
arranged  a  large  loan  from  The  United  Illuminating 
Company  to  the  city  of  New  Haven  to  tide  it  over 
its  financial  difficulties.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society  and  the  oldest 
living  member  of  the  Quinnipiack  Club. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  editorials  published 
at  the  time  of  his  death  and  is  indicative  of  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held: 

"The  death  of  James  English  terminates  a 
career,  lived  simply  but  fully,  which  has  meant 
much  to  New  Haven.  In  a  time  of  change  and 
movement,  this  life  was  lived  steadfastly  in 
familiar  haunts.  When  business  was  extending 
and  integrating  the  country  over,  Mr.  English 
took  special  pains  to  maintain  his  utility 
interests  independent  of  outside  capital.  Member 
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of  a  family  ancient  and  well  known  in  the  city 
and  the  state,  he  chose  his  own  way  to  repeat 
the  services  to  the  community  which  that 
family  had  come  to  take  for  granted.  Retiring 
as  an  individual,  Mr.  English  still  built  himself 
into  our  communal  contest. 

**The  pioneers  in  new  economic  enterprise 
like  Mr.  English  thus  emerge  when  interpreted 
fully  as  benefactors  to  society.  In  a  special  and 
particular  way  they  symbolize  the  dynamic  and 
evolving  world  in  which  we  live.  They  are  eager 
to  apply  the  findings  of  the  abstract  sciences  in 
ameliorating  the  facts  which  condition  life.  They 
make  real  for  the  millions  the  visions  which 
scholars  have  seen  in  their  laboratories  and  their 
test-tubes.  Other  methods  of  securing  the  same 
ends  may  be  discovered  in  the  future.  Those 
methods  will  root  inevitably  in  the  achievements 
of  men  like  James  English. 

''As  one  of  the  founders  of  the  United  Illum¬ 
inating  Company,  as  an  active  executive  of  that 
organization  almost  to  the  time  of  his  death  and 
as  an  executive  of  other  large  companies  essential 
to  the  life  of  the  community,  James  English 
occupied  over  an  unusually  long  period  a 
singularly  advantageous  position  from  which  to 
watch  and  to  participate  in  the  productivity  of 
New  Haven.  Upon  the  passing  of  such  a  figure. 
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much  of  the  community’s  history  passes  before 
the  eye  as  if  to  make  it  appear  that  it  was  hardly 
more  than  yesterday  that  such  things  as  electric 
light  service,  water  service  and  communication 
service  either  did  not  exist  or  were  makeshifts 
according  to  present  standards. 

''Despite  his  close  personal  connection  with  the 
community’s  essential  public  service  enterprises, 
Mr.  English  was  not  a  figure  known  intimately 
to  the  community  at  large.  His  life  was  divided 
largely  between  work  and  home,  and  social 
activities  occupying  a  minor  place  and  political 
activities  hardly  any  place  at  all. 

"That  is  not  to  say  that  deep  personal  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  municipal  corporation  was 
lacking.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  put  out  of 
mind  some  of  the  economic  straits  that  beset  the 
community  a  few  years  ago,  but  pleasant  also  to 
recall  how  such  anxious  days  found  aid  quickly 
forthcoming  from  men  like  Mr.  English,  of  few 
public  appearances  but  of  solid  strength  behind 
the  scenes.  Tn  his  passing  the  city  loses  a  sub¬ 
stantial  citizen.” 


James  English  married,  June  1,  1911,  Leila 

Elisabeth  Earle.  {See  Earle  Line,) 
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Children : 

(1)  James,  Jr.,  born  March  17,  1912,  married, 
January  25,  1936,  Jane  Plumb,  born  July  12, 
1914,  daughter  of  Louis  Jackson  and  Anna 
(Scott)  Plumb. 

Children: 

(i)  Jane  Anne,  born  February  7,  1938. 

(ii)  James  3rd,  born  November  21,  1942. 

(2)  Elisabeth,  born  June  9,  1915,  married,  June  6, 
1936,  Henry  Platt  Brightwell,  Jr.,  born  January 
12,  1911,  son  of  Henry  Platt  and  Frances 
(White)  Brightwell. 

Children: 

(i)  Platt,  born  February  13,  1939. 

(ii)  Leila  Morehead,  born  January  5,  1941. 

(3)  John  Earle,  born  May  4,  1918,  married,  June  25, 
1938,  Janice  Beckwith,  born  February  19,  1913, 
daughter  of  Leon  P.  and  Irma  (Scranton) 
Beckwith. 

Children: 

(i)  Sarah  Elisabeth,  born  May  11,  1940. 

(ii)  John  Earle,  Jr.,  born  September  19,  1942. 


t^rms:  Argent  a  cross  quarterly  pierced  between  five 

cinquefoils  vert. 

(Jrest:  An  eagle,  rising,  looking  towards  the  sun  proper. 

zJ[dotto:  Posse  teipsum. 


(Arms  in  possession  of  the  family.) 
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HOTCHKISS 


AMUEL  HOTCHKISS,  immigrant  ances¬ 
tor,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  where  he  is  of  record 
in  1641.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  native 
of  Essex,  England.  The  names  of  his  parents  are  not 
known.  He  died  December  28,  1653.  In  1652  he 
bought  a  house  and  lot  of  John  Thompson  in  New 
Haven,  which  was  "passed  at  a  court  the  same  year.” 
He  married,  September  7,  1642,  Elizabeth  Cleverly, 
who  died  in  1681. 

Sergeant  Daniel  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Cleverly)  Hotchkiss,  was  born  June 
8,  1657,  and  died  March  10,  1712.  He  married,  June 
21,  1683,  Hester  Sperry,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Dennis  (Richard)  Sperry.  She  was  born  in  September, 
1654,  and  died  about  1733. 

Daniel  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Sergeant  Daniel  and 
Hester  (Sperry)  Hotchkiss,  was  born  in  August, 
1687,  and  died  in  1733.  He  married,  February  5, 
1711,  Susanna  Bradley,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  (Thompson)  Bradley.  She  was  born  July 
10,  1684,  and  died  July  2  5,  1751. 


HOTCHKISS 


Obadiah  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Daniel  and  Susanna 
(Bradley)  Hotchkiss,  was  born  April  9,  1731,  and 
died  March  23,  1805.  He  married,  November  16, 
1758,  Mercy  Perkins,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Martha 
(Elcock)  Perkins  of  Bethany.  She  was  born  January 
30,  1730,  and  died  February  14,  1797. 

Dr.  OBAmAH  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Obadiah  and 
Mercy  (Perkins)  Hotchkiss,  was  born  September  4, 
1762,  and  died  January  28,  1832.  He  graduated 
from  Yale  College  in  1778  and  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  first  in  East  Haven  and  later  in  New 
Haven.  He  established  one  of  the  first  apothecaries  in 
New  Haven  about  1792.  His  store  was  located  on  the 
south  side  of  Chapel  Street  between  Church  and 
Orange  Streets.  He  was  known  as  a  highly  skilled 
and  faithful  family  physician  and  was  engaged  in 
practice  until  1806  when  he  retired. 

Dr.  Hotchkiss  was  a  Democrat  and  active  in  the 
political  life  of  the  community.  He  was  appointed 
commissioner  in  Bankruptcy  by  President  Jefferson 
in  1804  and  was  a  member  of  the  New  Haven 
Common  Council  in  1805,  1808,  1819  and  1822.  Fie 
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HOTCHKISS 


became  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  1825  and  was  a 
communicant  of  the  First  Church. 

He  married,  February  12,  1782,  Hannah  Lewis. 
She  was  born  about  1757  and  died  November  22, 
1831. 

Deacon  Lewis  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Dr.  Obadiah 
and  Hannah  (Lewis)  Hotchkiss,  was  born  December 
2  5,  1786,  and  died  October  14,  18  59.  He  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  his  father  in  the  latter’s  drug  store  and 
in  1819  became  its  owner.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the 
First  Church  from  1845  until  his  death.  He  married, 
April  20,  1820,  Hannah  Trowbridge,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Joseph  and  Olive  (Clark)  Trowbridge  of 
Danbury.  She  was  born  March  24,  1792,  and  died 
August  24,  1873. 

Frances  Lewis  Hotchkiss,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Lewis  and  Hannah  (Trowbridge)  Hotchkiss,  was 
born  August  14,  1823,  and  died  March  12,  1915. 
She  married,  February  3,  18  52,  John  English.  {See 
English  Line, ) 
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nArms: 


Qrest: 


,J[dotto: 


Gules,  three  escallops  within  a  bordure  engrailed 
argent. 

A  lion’s  head  erased  or,  transpierced  by  a  broken 
spear  argent. 

Vulneritus  non  victus. 


(Matthews’  American  Armoury  and  Blue  Book.) 
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EARLE 


J  ILLIAM  EARL,  immigrant  ancestor  of 

II  iSj  cl  the  family  hereinafter  followed,  settled 

in  Boxford,  Massachusetts,  in  1719,  and 
died  in  Boston  about  1737.  Nothing  is 
known  of  his  parentage  or  of  the  place  and  date  of 
his  birth,  but  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  well-known  genealo¬ 
gist  and  author  of  "The  Earle  Family”,  felt  little 
doubt  that  he  was  related  to  the  Earles  of  BJiode 
Island,  whose  immigrant  ancestor  came  from  Exeter, 
Devonshire,  England,  and  died  in  Portsmouth,  Rhode 
Island,  in  1678.  There  is  a  tradition  that  he  changed 
his  name  to  lies  in  order  to  escape  impressment  into 
the  British  navy,  and  his  name  appears  in  that  form 
in  the  early  records  of  Boxford  where  he  was  taxed 
from  1719  to  1728. 

William  Earl  married,  November  10,  1719, 

Elizabeth  Curtis  of  Middleton,  Massachusetts.  There 
is  no  record  of  the  names  of  her  parents  or  of  the 
date  or  place  of  her  birth. 

William  Earl,  Jr.,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Curtis)  Earl,  was  born  in  Boxford,  March  2  5,  1723, 
and  died  in  Rindge,  New  Hampshire,  in  1799.  He 


EARLE 


lived  in  Boxf ord  until  about  1750  when  he  moved  to 
Rindge.  He  served  in  the  Revolution,  and  marched 
to  Lexington  on  the  Alarm,  April  19,  1775,  in 
Captain  Jacob  Gould’s  Company,  Colonel  Samuel 
Johnson’s  Regiment  of  militia. 

He  married,  August  23,  1744,  Martha  Booth, 
daughter  of  William  Booth,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  who  moved  from  Middleton  and  became  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Hillsborough,  New  Hampshire. 

Jacob  Earl,  son  of  William,  Jr.,  and  Martha 
(Booth)  Earl,  was  born  in  Boxf  ord,  March  8,  1747, 
and  died  in  Boylston,  Massachusetts,  in  1791.  He  was 
also  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and  marched  on  the 
Lexington  Alarm  in  the  same  Company  as  his  father. 
He  was  one  of  twenty-five  men  from  Boxford  who 
re-enlisted  in  1 77  5  under  Captain  Samuel  Gridley  to 
go  to  the  assistance  of  Cape  Ann  in  Gloucester. 

He  married,  February  10,  1769,  Relief  Bennett. 
She  was  born  about  1740,  and  died  in  Boylston,  July 
22,  1822. 
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EARLE 


Jacob  Earl,  son  of  Jacob  and  Relief  (Bennett) 
Earl,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Massachusetts,  December 
31,  1771,  and  died  in  Hardwick,  Massachusetts, 
October  23,  1843.  He  married,  October  4,  1798, 
Mary  Burgess,  daughter  of  Luther  and  Alice  (South- 
worth)  Burgess. 

Ira  Earle,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Burgess)  Earl, 
was  born  in  Hardwick,  March  28,  1801,  and  died  in 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  April  30,  1881.  He  was  a 
cabinet  maker  by  occupation,  and  was  the  first  of 
the  family  to  add  the  final  letter  e  to  the  name. 
He  married,  February  17,  1829,  Iris  Butterfield  of 
Petersham,  Massachusetts,  daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Mercy  (Mendel)  Butterfield.  She  was  born  in  Hard¬ 
wick,  July  13,  1803,  and  died  in  Leicester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  October  30,  1875. 

Colonel  John  Edwin  Earle,  son  of  Ira  and 
Iris  (Butterfield)  Earle,  was  born  in  Petersham, 
February  6,  1831,  and  died  in  New  Haven,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  October  30,  1892.  He  was  an  expert  patent 
attorney  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  civic  affairs 
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EARLE 


of  his  adopted  city  where  he  was  a  member  of  St. 
Thomas’  Church. 

He  married,  November  20,  18  5  5,  Sarah  Sophia 
Caldwell.  {See  Caldwell  Line,) 

Children: 

(1)  Edward  Caldwell,  born  in  Hartford,  May  5, 
1857,  died  in  New  Haven,  September  13,  1882. 
Unmarried. 

(2)  Joseph  Caldwell,  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
May  21,  1858,  died  in  New  Haven,  January  12, 
1896.  Unmarried. 

(3)  Frederick  Caldwell,  born  in  New  Haven,  April 
14,  1862,  married  (first),  October  19,  1886, 
Charlotte  Isabelle  Lyon,  born  in  New  York, 
July  28,  1862,  died  in  New  Haven,  November 
13,  1900,  (second),  June  26,  1909,  Adelia 
Amanda  Stevens. 

Children  (of  the  first  marriage) : 

(i)  John  Edwin,  born  in  New  Haven, 
October  2,  1887,  married,  October  7, 
1922,  Margaret  Wingate.  No  children. 

(ii)  Lyon  Hooper,  born  in  New  Haven, 
September  9,  1893,  married.  May  29, 
1916,  Ruth  Harris. 


EARLE 


Child: 

(i)  Elizabeth,  born  May  25,  1917. 
Unmarried. 

(4)  Harry  Prescott,  born  in  New  Haven,  April  8, 
1865,  died  in  Munich,  Germany,  November  5, 
1888.  Unmarried. 

(5)  John  Williams,  born  in  New  Haven,  June  17, 

1869,  died  in  New  Haven,  August  16,  1870. 

(6)  James  Perkins,  born  in  New  Haven,  June  27, 

1870,  married,  August  10,  1898,  Bertha  Hale. 

Child: 

(i)  James  Perkins,  Jr.,  died  young. 

(7)  Leila  Elisabeth,  born  May  27,  1875,  married, 
June  1,  1911,  James  English.  (See  English  Line,) 
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Per  pale  azure  and  sable  a  hart’s  head  couped  or. 
In  chief  three  fountains  proper. 

(Burke’s  General  Armory.) 


CALDWELL 


ft^^TS^URING  the  reign  of  James  I  in  England, 

3  Iviv  I  ^  company  of  Scottish  people  from  the 
vicinity  of  Argyleshire,  migrated  to  the 
north  of  Ireland  and  formed  a  plantation 
near  Londonderry,  in  the  province  of  LJlster,  where 
they  hoped  to  live  in  freedom  from  religious  persecu¬ 
tion.  In  171 8  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  families, 
descendants  of  the  Scots  who  formed  the  plantation, 
sailed  for  America  to  seek  complete  religious  freedom. 
They  settled  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  where  at 
first  they  were  so  bitterly  opposed  that  many  of  them 
left  and  settled  in  other  communities,  notably 
Londonderry,  New  Hampshire.  Among  those  who 
remained  in  Worcester  was  William  Caldwell,  immi¬ 
grant  ancestor  of  the  line  hereinafter  considered. 

William  Caldwell,  was  born  in  Dunboe  parish, 
Londonderry  County,  Ireland,  in  1684,  and  died  in 
Bar  re,  Massachusetts,  January  16,  1783.  He  was 
thirty-four  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  four  children,  all  of 
whom  were  born  in  Dunboe  parish.  He  brought  with 
him  the  following  testimonial: 
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CALDWELL 


"'The  bearer,  William  Caldwell,  and  his  wife, 

Sarah  Morrison,  with  his  children,  being  designed 
to  go  to  New  England  in  America:  These  are 
therefore  to  testifie  they  leave  us  without  scandal, 
lived  with  us  soberly,  and  unoffensively,  and  may 
be  admitted  to  Church  privileges.  Given  at 
Dunboe,  Aprile  9,  1718,  by  Jas.  Woodside,  Jr., 
minister.” 

William  Caldwell  settled  in  Worcester  where  his 
name  appears  on  a  list  of  the  Proprietors  who  voted 
at  a  meeting  held  April  19,  1732,  and  again  in 
December,  1733.  It  is  not  known  when  he  moved 
to  Rutland,  Massachusetts,  where  he  settled  in  that 
part  of  the  town  which  became  Barre.  He  was  one 
q£  ^;be  signers  to  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  in 
1749  asking  permission  to  set  off  part  of  Rutland 
as  a  separate  township  in  order  that  a  place  of  worship 
and  schools  might  be  established  there.  The  petition 
was  granted  and  the  section  became  known  first  as 
Rutland  District,  or  the  North-West  Quarter,  and 
later  as  Barre. 

William  Caldwell  married  Sarah  Morrison. 


CALDWELL 


John  Caldwell,  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Morrison)  Caldwell,  was  born  in  Dunboe,  London¬ 
derry,  Ireland,  in  1714,  and  died  in  Barre  in  1807. 
He  came  to  New  England  with  his  parents  and  lived 
in  Worcester  and  Barre,  where  he  became  a  leader  in 
the  community.  He  was  closely  allied  with  the  church 
as  is  shown  by  the  record  on  September  1 ,  1743,  when 
the  Proprietors  of  Barre  voted  "That  sixteen  pounds 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Mr.  John  Caldwell  to  defray 
the  charge  of  a  minister’s  preaching  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  'Northwest  Quarter’  one  month  last  winter” 
and  again  in  1750  when  it  was  voted  "that  twelve 
pounds  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  Caldwell  for 
erecting  a  meeting-house  in  the  north-westerly  dis¬ 
trict  of  Rutland  and  to  be  by  him  applied  towards 
the  charge  of  erecting  the  same.”  He  served  as  town 
clerk  from  1749  until  1763,  as  moderator  at  town 
meetings  and  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen. 

A  town  metting  was  called  on  February  23,  1773 
"to  consider  of  a  Circular  Letter  from  the  town  of 
Boston  concerning  the  State  and  Rights  of  this 
Province”  and  John  Caldwell  was  a  member  of  the 
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CALDWELL 


committee  to  whom  it  was  referred.  He  also  served 
on  a  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  petition  for 
a  separate  township  in  order  to  obtain  representation 
at  the  General  Court.  This  was  done  by  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  and  the  name  of  Rutland  District 
was  changed,  first  to  Hutchinson,  probably  in  honor 
of  the  Governor  of  that  name,  and  a  year  later  to 
Barre. 

John  Caldwell  and  a  number  of  other  prominent 
townsmen,  endured  a  short  period  of  disfavor  dur¬ 
ing  the  Revolution,  because  of  their  stand  against 
consideration  of  Lord  Howe’s  Hand  Bill  and  Declara¬ 
tion,  but  after  a  few  years  were  restored  to  public 
favor.  He  served  as  selectman  and  representative  in 
1 77  5  and  was  chosen  constable  on  March  5 ,  1781. 

He  married  Mary,  whose  surname  is  unknown. 

Major  Seth  Caldwell,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
Caldwell,  was  born  in  1756  and  died  in  Barre,  May 
2,  1805.  He  was  active  and  prominent  in  civic  and 
military  affairs,  and  served  as  constable  in  1785, 


CALDWELL 


1803  and  1804,  as  selectman  in  1793  and  1794  and 
as  a  member  of  the  school  committee  in  1800.  He 
protested  against  "paying  for  hunting  up  stolen 
ammunition”  during  the  Shay’s  rebellion  in  1786 
and  when  a  battalion  of  artillery  was  raised  in  Barre 
in  1791,  it  was  placed  under  his  command,  which  he 
retained  until  1797. 

Major  Seth  Caldwell  married  in  Worcester,  March 
13,  1782,  Mary  Jones.  She  was  born  in  Worcester  in 
1764  and  died  in  Barre,  January  30,  1828. 

Lieutenant  Joseph  Caldwell,  son  of  Major 
Seth  and  Mary  (Jones)  Caldwell,  was  born  in  Barre, 
September  3,  1795,  and  died  in  Hartford,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  in  18  52.  He  served  as  town  treasurer  of  Barre 
in  1808. 

He  married,  June  11,  1820,  Sarah  Stone  Howe, 
daughter  of  Jones  and  Hannah  Buckminster  (Stone) 
Howe.  She  was  born  in  Rutland,  April  28,  1802,  and 
died  in  Milford,  Connecticut,  in  1 87 5 . 

Sarah  Sophia  Caldwell,  daughter  of  Lieutenant 
Joseph  and  Sarah  Stone  (Howe)  Caldwell,  was  born 


CALDWELL 


in  Hartford,  July  15,  1832,  and  died  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  July  3,  1898.  She  married,  November 
20,  185  5,  Colonel  John  Edwin  Earle.  (See  Earle 
Line, ) 
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i.Arms:  Per  chevron  gules  and  argent  in  chief  twelve  plates, 

and  in  base,  in  a  sea,  a  ship  in  full  sail  proper. 

Qrest:  A  unicorn’s  head  argent  horned  or. 

^Jidotfo:  Fidelis  et  in  hello  fortis. 


(Burke’s  General  Armory.) 


GILLESPIE 


MDHE  Gillespie  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
fO\  ancestry  and  John  Gillespie,  who  was  born 
in  Tyrone  County,  Ireland,  is  the  first  of 
the  branch,  hereinafter  under  considera¬ 
tion,  of  whom  there  is  definite  record.  He  was  a  linen 
weaver  and  farmer.  He  married  Helen  Scott. 

Their  son,  John  Gillespie,  was  born  in  Dunmack- 
may,  Tyrone  County,  Ireland,  May  5,  1805,  and  died 
in  18  54.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Trinity  College  in 
Dublin  and  a  teacher  by  profession.  He  married  Mary 
J.  Cunningham,  also  a  teacher,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland  in  1811  and  died  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
in  1879. 

Richard  Henry  Gillespie  was  born  in  Collon,  Louth 
County,  Ireland,  August  13,  1848,  and  died  in 
Denver,  Colorado,  September  7,  1911.  He  came  to 
Canada  in  18  57  with  his  mother  to  join  his  older 
brothers,  William  Wright  and  Edward  Thomas 
Wright  Gillespie,  and  later  moved  to  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  As  a 
young  man  he  was  variously  employed  in  Brooklyn 
until  1883  when  he  came  to  Stamford,  Connecticut, 


GILLESPIE 


where  for  a  short  time  he  worked  as  a  clerk  for  the 
grocery  firm  of  A.  G.  Weed  and  Company.  He  then 
became  associated  with  his  brother,  E.  T.  W.  Gillespie, 
who,  in  1862,  had  joined  the  staff  of  the  Stamford 
Advocate. 

The  Stamford  Advocate,  originally  a  weekly 
newspaper  established  in  1829,  was  published  by 
William  S.  Campbell  until  1866  when  William 
Wright  Gillespie  who  joined  the  staff  in  1860, 
acquired  an  interest  in  the  paper  and  the  name  of 
the  firm  became  Campbell  and  Gillespie.  Upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Campbell  the  following  year,  the  Rev. 
J.  J.  Woolsey  became  a  partner  and  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  Gillespie  and  Woolsey.  This  was  later 
changed  to  W.  W.  Gillespie  and  Company  and 
remained  as  such  until  1883  when  William  Wright 
Gillespie  retired  and  Edward  Thomas  Wright  and 
Richard  Henry  Gillespie  took  over  the  management. 
In  1906  the  business  was  incorporated  as  Gillespie 
Brothers  and  Richard  Henry  Gillespie  became  vice- 
president,  treasurer  and  general  manager,  which  posi¬ 
tions  he  held  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
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GILLESPIE 


During  his  administration  the  Advocate  attained 
a  high  reputation  and  in  1892  it  was  changed  from 
a  weekly  to  a  daily  newspaper.  The  job  printing 
department  was  also  expanded  and  the  success  of 
this  enterprise  is  in  a  large  measure  due  to  Mr. 
Gillespie’s  sound  business  judgment  and  great  execu¬ 
tive  ability. 

Mr.  Gillespie  took  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs  and  was  always  a  leader  in  supporting  move¬ 
ments  and  enterprises  organized  for  improving  local 
conditions.  He  was  president  of  the  Shippan  Point 
Improvement  Association,  vice-president  of  the 
Fidelity  Title  and  Trust  Company,  director  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  a  past  com¬ 
modore  of  the  Stamford  Yacht  Club.  He  was  also 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Typothetae  and  was 
attending  the  convention  of  the  National  Typothetae 
in  Denver  as  a  delegate  when  his  untimely  death 
occurred. 

Richard  Henry  Gillespie  married,  October  4,  1870, 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Scofield. 
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GILLESPIE 


Richard  Henry  Gillespie,  son  of  Richard 
Henry  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Scofield)  Gillespie,  was 
born  August  13,  1877,  in  Stamford  where  he  died 
January  15,  1945.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
and  having  graduated  from  Stamford  High  School 
in  1895  entered  the  printing  department  of  the 
Advocate  of  which  his  father  was  then  general 
manager.  He  learned  the  printing  trade,  starting  at 
the  bottom  and  in  time  became  thoroughly  familiar 
with  all  branches  of  the  business.  He  was  made 
manager  of  the  New  York  office,  opened  in  1900, 
and  remained  in  full  charge  for  the  next  eleven  years. 
In  1906  when  the  firm  of  Gillespie  Brothers  was 
incorporated  he  was  elected  secretary  and  upon  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1911  he  returned  to  Stamford 
to  become  treasurer  and  general  manager.  In  1923 
when  his  uncle,  Edward  Thomas  Wright  Gillespie, 
died,  he  became  editor-in-chief  and  from  that  time 
until  his  death,  his  position,  as  publisher  of  a  large 
newspaper  and  as  one  of  the  city’s  first  citizens  was  a 
constructive  influence  in  promoting  the  welfare  of 
the  community. 


GILLESPIE 


The  following  editorial,  quoted  in  full  from  the 
Stamford  Advocate  of  January,  1945,  is  an  ably 
written  biography  as  well  as  a  fitting  memorial: 

"In  the  death  of  Richard  Henry  Gillespie 
Stamford  suffers  a  severe  loss.  It  is  true  that  his 
influence  remains  and  will  remain.  It  is  true  that 
much  of  what  he  did  and  what  he  was  has  become 
a  permanent  asset  to  the  life  of  our  city  and  of 
our  town.  That  constant  pressure,  however, 
which  he  exerted  for  things  that  are  good  and 
true  cannot  now  be  felt  as  it  has  been  felt  over 
a  great  many  years.  He  was  indeed  a  constructive 
force  in  many  phases  of  Stamford’s  business  and 
cultural  life. 

"We  spoke  of  what  Mr.  Gillespie  'did  and  was’. 

In  his  case  it  worked  out  that  what  he  was 
counted  to  give  a  special  effect  to  what  he  did. 
Those  who  knew  him  saw  far  more  than  the 
things  which  he  accomplished.  They  saw  the 
resolute  sincerity,  the  unfailing  kindliness,  the 
devotion  and  the  loyalty.  He  was  the  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Stamford  Advocate,  it  is  true, 
but  he  was  also  a  friend  to  every  one  who  was 
in  his  employ.  It  is  also  true  that  he  participated 
in  the  promotion  of  many  activities  beneficial  to 
the  well  being  of  Stamford  residents  but  his 
personal  concern  for  the  citizens  of  Stamford 
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gave  a  direction  and  a  continuity  to  what  he 
was  able  to  do.  He  aided  in  the  work  of  many 
philanthropies,  but  his  unselfishness  gave  an 
added  inspiration  to  those  who  wrought  with 
him. 

"There  was  a  great  variety  in  the  interests  of 
the  man  whom  the  general  public  knew  best  in 
connection  with  his  successful  management  of 
the  city’s  newspaper.  Perhaps  it  will  not  be  out 
of  place  to  speak  of  him  as  outstanding  in  his 
devotion  to  his  family.  He  was,  nevertheless,  able 
to  dovetail  this  unusual  devotion  to  his  family 
into  many  of  his  other  interests;  for  example 
in  his  love  of  boats  and  of  yachting.  In  his  private 
capacity  as  the  owner  of  a  yacht  he  was  a  genial 
host  and  when  he  was  elected  commodore  of  the 
Stamford  Yacht  Club,  the  same  generous  hospi¬ 
tality  Stood  him  in  good  stead.  The  absence  of 
any  element  of  self-seeking  impressed  all  those 
who  came  into  contact  with  him. 

"Fair  and  square  in  his  dealings  with  his 
employees,  he  displayed  the  same  trait  in  his 
handling  of  news.  There  were  those  in  the 
Republican  party  who  failed  to  understand  why 
partisanship  did  not  dominate  his  management 
of  the  Advocate.  He  confined  expression  of 
his  political  views  —  and  he  had  very  positive 
political  views  —  particularly  in  national  issues 
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—  to  the  editorial  columns  of  the  paper.  His 
presentation  of  all  political  news  was  thoroughly 
bi-partisan.  Although  he  was  frequently 
approached  with  proposals  that  he  permit  use 
of  his  name  as  a  candidate  for  political  prefer¬ 
ment,  even  in  the  national  scene,  he  always 
refused.  He  felt  that  in  a  political  office  he  could 
not  satisfy  those  who  would  expect  him  to  be 
partisan.  He  had  no  inclination  for,  and  no  use 
for  wire  pulling  and  for  political  intrigue. 

'*He  gave  faithful  service  to  any  organization 
with  which  he  permitted  himself  to  be  affiliated. 
In  his  connection  with  the  Stamford  Hospital 
Board,  of  the  directorate  of  the  Stamford 
Savings  Bank,  of  the  Fidelity  Title  and  Trust 
Company  and  in  many  other  lines  of  service  his 
sound  judgment  was  both  recognized  and 
utilized.  At  the  time  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  City  Charter  Committee  he  worked  for  a 
charter-management  type  of  government  for 
Stamford.  When  the  referendum  vote  rejected 
this  type,  his  method  was  not  to  give  up.  He 
continued  to  work  for  that  type  of  government, 
looking  forward  to  a  more  propitious  time  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  public  again.  The 
list  of  enterprises  to  which  he  gave  wholehearted 
attention  include  the  Stamford  Rubber  Supply 
Company,  the  Viscol  Company,  the  Young  Men’s 
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Christian  Association,  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
Beaver  College,  the  Ferguson  Library  and  the 
Fairfield  Court  Housing  Project.  When  he  was 
appointed  chairman  of  one  of  Stamford’s  two 
draft  boards  under  the  recent  draft  law,  he 
accepted  the  responsibility  with  enthusiasm.  His 
adding  of  these  new  duties  to  his  many  other 
duties  may  have  had  a  share  in  bringing  about 
his  untimely  death.  He  did  not  stint  himself  in 
making  Stamford’s  share  in  the  draft  a  success. 

"Of  course,  the  newspaper  was  his  major 
business  interest.  He  knew  this  business  from  top 
to  bottom.  The  Gillespie  family  had  become  a 
part  of  the  Stamford  Advocate  enterprise  back 
at  the  very  beginning  of  the  Civil  War.  His 
uncle  William  W.  Gillespie  became  the  publisher 
in  1867.  His  father  Richard  H.  Gillespie  was  the 
head  of  the  firm  of  Gillespie  Brothers  which 
became  the  proprietor  of  the  Advocate  in  1883. 
Thus  Richard  H.  Gillespie  became  treasurer  and 
general  manager  when  the  firm  was  incorporated 
in  1906  and  was  the  paper’s  publisher  until  his 
death  in  1911.  The  publication  of  the  daily 
edition  of  the  Advocate  was  begun  under  his 
direction  in  1892. 

"The  Richard  H.  Gillespie  whose  death 
occurred  today  was  his  father’s  namesake  and 
successor.  The  son’s  connection  with  the  paper 
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dates  from  1895.  Upon  the  death  of  his  uncle 
in  1923  he  became  the  editor  of  the  newspaper. 

His  is  a  long  record  of  faithful  service  both  to 
the  paper  and  to  Stamford.  The  growth  of  the 
newspaper  was  helped  by  the  growth  of  Stamford. 

On  its  side  the  newspaper  has  aided  the  growth 
of  Stamford  as  a  business  and  residential  center. 

*'On  this  occasion  the  sympathy  of  the  resi¬ 
dents,  not  only  of  Stamford,  but  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  towns  in  which  the  Advocate  has  a  large 
circulation,  is  being  extended  to  the  Gillespie 
family  in  their  bereavement.” 

Richard  Henry  Gillespie  married,  October  12, 
1908,  Sarah  Ann  Pounds,  daughter  of  John  Philip 
and  Emma  (McCollom)  Pounds. 

Children : 

( 1 )  Richard  Henry,  died  in  infancy. 

(2)  Richard  Henry,  Jr.,  born  January  23,  1912; 
married,  December  20,  1943,  Ruth  Underhill, 
born  February  20,  1918,  daughter  of  George  and 
Harriet  (Finch)  Underhill.  No  children. 

(3)  David  Pounds,  died  in  infancy. 

(4)  Elizabeth  Barrett,  born  March  11, 1920;  married. 
May  24,  1941,  William,  Sperry  Beineche,  born 
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May  22,  1914,  son  of  Frederick  W.  and  Carrie 
(Sperry)  Beinecke. 

Children: 

(i)  Frederick  William,  II,  born  June  3,  1943. 

(ii)  John  Barrett,  born  September  12,  1946. 

(5)  Jean,  born  August  21,  1923.  Unmarried. 
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surname  Hussey  is  of  ancient  origin 
|Q1  and  derived  from  the  French  Huguenot 
De  Hosey.  Hugh  Hoese  of  Normandy 
was  a  follower  of  William  the  Conqueror 
and  came  with  him  to  England  in  1066.  Branches  of 
the  family  were  established  in  several  counties, 
notably  in  Surrey  and  in  Ireland  in  1722  in  County 
Meath  where  the  De  Hoseys  were  Barons  of 
Gaetrein. 

Christopher  and  Joseph  Hussey  are  probably  the 

first  of  the  name  in  America.  They  were  sons  of 

John  and  Mary  (Wood)  Hussey  of  Dorking,  County 

Surrey  in  England  and  settled  in  Hampton,  New 

Hampshire.  Others  of  the  name  are  listed  in  the 

early  New  Hampshire  records  which  fail  to  show 

the  relationship  if  any.  A  Robert  Hussey  was  taxed 

in  Dover,  New  Hampshire,  in  1659  and  Richard 

Hussey,  progenitor  of  the  family  hereinafter  under 

# 

consideration,  settled  there  in  1690.  He  received  a 
grant  of  land  in  the  Great  Bay  below  the  present 
city  of  Dover.  He  died  about  1730  and  his  wife  Jane 
died  before  August  21,  1733,  the  date  on  which  an 
administrator  of  her  estate  was  appointed. 
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William  Hussey,  son  of  Richard  and  Jane 
Hussey,  was  born  March  24,  1711,  and  died  January 
22,  1773.  He  is  described  in  a  deed  as  a  tailor  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  His  will 
which  was  dated  July  7,  1777,  was  probated  in 
February,  1778.  He  married,  about  1730,  Hannah 
Robinson,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Mary  (Roberts) 
Robinson.  She  was  born  November  21,  1707,  and 
died  April  20,  1793. 

Paul  Hussey,  son  of  William  and  Hannah 
(Robinson)  Hussey,  was  born  in  1730  and  died 
November  22,  1796.  He  married  Mary  Hall,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Peniel  (Bean)  Hall.  She  died  in  1813. 

Daniel  Hussey,  son  of  Paul  and  Mary  (Hall) 
Hussey,  was  born  September  22,  1750.  The  date  of 
his  death  is  not  recorded.  He  owned  land  in 
Rochester,  New  Hampshire,  as  shown  by  a  record  in 
which  the  selectmen  of  that  place  voted,  in  1830,  to 
sell  "that  part  of  the  parsonage  land  that  was  formerly 
Daniel  Hussey’s.”  He  married,  April  22,  1788, 
Margaret  Garland.  She  was  born  September  3,  1768. 
The  date  of  her  death  is  not  recorded. 
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Paul  Hussey,  son  of  Daniel  and  Margaret 
(Garland)  Hussey,  was  born  in  Rochester,  May  2, 
1803,  and  died  October  28,  1871.  He  married, 
March  5,  1828,  Nancy  Colbath.  She  was  born 
November  6,  1800,  and  died  February  9,  1872. 

George  Downe  Hussey,  son  of  Paul  and  Nancy 
(Colbath)  Hussey,  was  born  May  14,  1831,  and  died 
in  Rochester,  September  14,  1909.  He  married,  March 
8,  18  59,  Mary  Jane  Foss,  born  September  6,  1839, 
died  September  18,  1866. 

Charles  Lincoln  Hussey,  son  of  George  Downe 
and  Mary  Jane  (Foss)  Hussey,  was  born  in  Gonic, 
New  Hampshire,  August  18,  1870,  and  died  in  New 
Milford,  Connecticut,  December  4,  1934. 

He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  New 
Hampshire  schools  and  on  May  21,  1888,  was 
appointed  a  cadet  from  his  State  to  the  United  States 
Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland.  He  grad¬ 
uated  in  1892  and  was  assigned  to  the  U,  S.  S. 
Charleston,  He  was  promoted  to  Ensign  on  July  1, 
1894,  and  while  holding  this  rank  on  board  the 
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battleship  U,S,  S.  Georgia  was  under  fire  at  Santiago, 
Cuba,  during  the  Spanish-American  War.  His  next 
assignment  was  to  the  training  ship  and  station  in 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  on  March  3,  1899,  he 
was  commissioned  a  lieutenant  junior  grade  and 
lieutenant  on  July  1,  1900,  serving  on  board  the 
training  ship  [/.  S.  S.  Alliance  and  later  on  the  U.  S.  S. 
Hartford. 

In  1903  Lieutenant  Hussey  was  in  command  of  an 
escort  accompanying  Mr.  Robert  P.  Skinner,  Com¬ 
missioner  and  first  American  diplomat  to  be  sent  to 
Ethiopia  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  treaty  with 
King  Menelik.  He  was  decorated  with  the  Star  of 
Ethiopia  by  the  King  who  also  presented  him  with  a 
war  shield  which  he  later  donated  to  the  Litchfield 
Historical  Society.  He  also  brought  back  a  collection 
of  Ethiopian  spears  and  shields,  leopard  skins  and  two 
lion  cubs  which  were  sent  as  a  gift  to  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt. 

On  June  29,  1906,  Lieutenant  Hussey  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  Lieutenant-commander  and  was  assigned 
for  the  next  two  years  to  duty  in  the  Bureau  of 
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Navigation  in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  served  as 
navigator  on  the  J7.  S.  S.  New  Hampshire  from  1908 
to  19 1 0,  as  executive  oflScer  on  the  U,  S.  S.  Indiana  in 
1910  and  1911  and  in  the  same  capacity  on  the 
[/.  S.  S.  Georgia  in  1912  and  1913.  On  August  3, 
1 9 1 1 ,  he  was  promoted  to  Commander  and  on  July 
1,  1917,  to  Captain. 

He  was  on  shore  duty  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
Commission  on  Navy  Yards  and  Naval  Stations  at 
the  time  the  United  States  entered  World  War  I  and 
at  the  beginning  of  hostilities  was  given  command  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Birmingham  and  assigned  to  convoy  duty 
in  the  Atlantic.  During  the  war  only  one  vessel  was 
lost  under  his  convoy  and  its  entire  crew  was  rescued 
by  the  C7.  S.  S.  Birmingham.  After  the  armistice 
Captain  Hussey  was  given  command  of  the  C7.  S.  S. 
Minnesota  assigned  to  bringing  back  troops  from 
France. 

Captain  Hussey  attended  the  War  College  in 
Newport  and  served  as  Naval  attache  to  the  United 
States  Embassy  in  London  in  1920  and  1921.  Upon 
his  return  to  the  United  States  he  was  promoted  to 
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Rear  Admiral  and  returned  to  sea  duty  in  command 
of  the  "Train”  which  is  the  working  division  of  the 
fleet.  He  continued  in  this  assignment  until  October 
1,  1927,  when  he  retired  from  active  service. 

After  his  retirement  Admiral  Hussey  frequently 
lectured  on  National  Defense  and  in  1929  led  a 
round  table  discussion  on  this  subject  at  the  World 
Institute  held  in  Williamstown,  Massachusetts.  He 
was  co-author  with  Sir  Norman  Angell  and  Mr. 
Carl  Russell  Fisher,  of  ''The  United  States  and  Great 
Britain”  in  1931.  He  was  decorated  with  the  Navy 
Cross  and  in  recognition  of  his  services  during  World 
War  I  was  made  Commander  of  St.  Michael’s  and  St. 
George  by  the  British  Admiralty. 

For  some  years  the  Admiral  and  his  family  spent 
the  summer  months  in  Litchfield  where,  in  1924,  he 
bought  the  Towne  estate  on  South  Street  which  from 
then  on  was  his  residence.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  community  affairs  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Litchfield  Historical  Society,  the  Litchfield  Country 
Club  and  the  Sanctum  Club.  He  was  also  a  member 
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of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  in  Washington,  the 
University  Club  and  the  New  York  Yacht  Club. 

Admiral  Hussey  married,  December  21,  1908,  in 
Yonkers,  New  York,  Mrs.  Harriet  (Brownson) 
Tooker,  daughter  of  Admiral  Willard  Herbert  and 
Isabella  King  (Roberts)  Brownson.  They  had  a 
daughter.  Faith,  born  July  12,  1925. 
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EORGE  ERASTUS  MATTHIES,  son  of 
Martin  and  Eva  Matthies,  was  born  in 
Brewster,  New  York,  July  9,  1863,  and 
died  in  New  York  City,  April  11,  1922. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Brewster 
and  Danbury,  Connecticut,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
found  employment  with  the  American  Shear  Com¬ 
pany  in  Hotchkissville,  Connecticut.  In  1883  he 
came  to  Seymour,  Connecticut,  where  he  secured  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  with  the  Seymour  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company. 


From  an  humble  beginning,  and  through  his  own 
effort,  he  worked  himself  up  to  a  position  of  eminence 
in  the  field  of  industry  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  manufacturers  of  his  day. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Seymour  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  of  which  he  was  president  and 
treasurer  at  the  time  of  his  death,  adopted  the 
following  resolution,  which  is  also  a  record  of  his 
steady  advancement  and  a  tribute  to  his  extra¬ 
ordinary  ability  and  capacity  for  organization: 
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MEMORIAM 

^'December,  1883  — April,  1922 

*The  Directors  of  The  Seymour  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  at  this  their  first  meeting 
since  the  death  of  their  President,  Treasurer 
and  Fellov/  Director,  Mr.  George  E.  Matthies, 
which  occurred  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on 
April  11,  1922,  desire  to  enter  a  special  minute 
upon  their  records  expressing  their  appreciation 
of  Mr.  Matthies’  service  to  the  Company  and 
their  profound  sorrow  at  his  death. 

'*Mr.  Matthies  came  to  Seymour  in  1883  as  a 
Bookkeeper  for  this  Company.  He  became 
Assistant  Treasurer  on  January  30,  1888,  a 
Director  in  1895,  Secretary  on  July  28,  1914, 
Treasurer  on  July  31,  1915,  and  President  on 
January  15,  1920.  He  continued  as  Secretary 
until  March  11,  1918,  and  remained  President 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Company  until  his  death. 

’Tor  thirty-eight  years  Mr.  Matthies  has  been 
intimately  associated  with  the  affairs  of  this 
Company  and  it  was  in  its  service  that  he 
developed  the  unusual  qualities  which  he 
exhibited  in  the  multiplicity  of  interests  which 
occupied  the  last  decade  of  his  life. 
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‘*A  deep  student,  a  man  of  quick  and  definite 
decision,  whose  word  was  his  bond,  of  indomi¬ 
table  courage,  of  sound  judgment  and  of  rare 
business  intuition,  he  was  a  remarkable  business 
genius. 

"His  loyalty  to  his  friends  was  absolute,  and 
in  their  times  of  need  his  brain  and  his  means 
were  quietly,  but  unstintingly  used  in  their 
service. 

"He  loved  the  out-of-doors  and  brought  to 
his  favorite  sport  of  fishing  the  fresh  zest  and 
ardor  of  a  boy. 

"All  men  admired  him  for  his  distinguished 
career,  but  we  who  were  closely  associated  with 
him  will  always  cherish  in  remembrance  the 
staunch  and  helpful  quality  of  his  friendship, 
his  clean  enthusiasm  for  what  he  loved,  his 
fine  humor  and  his  unfaltering  and  unflagging 
loyalty. 

"The  members  of  this  Board  direct  that  a 
copy  of  this  minute  be  sent  to  the  family  of 
their  deceased  President,  Treasurer,  Director 
and  Friend.” 

The  success  and  prestige  of  The  Seymour  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  as  one  of  the  leading  concerns 
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in  its  field,  were  greatly  enhanced  during  Mr. 
Matthies’  administration  and  while  he  devoted  his 
major  effort  to  the  management  of  this  Company, 
he  still  found  time  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
civic  and  community  life  of  Seymour. 

His  business  interests  were  many  and  varied.  With 
his  father-in-law,  William  Henry  Harrison  Wooster, 
he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  The  Seymour  Water 
Company  and  The  Seymour  Electric  Light  Com¬ 
pany.  He  was  also  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
H.  A.  Matthews  Company  of  Seymour,  and  one 
of  the  organizers  and  the  largest  stockholder  of  The 
Seymour  Metal  Goods  Company.  He  was  treasurer 
of  the  Rimmon  Manufacturing  Company,  and  in 
1920  organized  and  took  over  the  management  of 
the  American  Copper  Products  Corporation  of 
Elizabeth,  New  Jersey.  He  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  this  Company  to  the  Phelps-Dodge  Corporation 
in  1930.  He  was  also  president  and  director  of  the 
Eisemann  Magneto  Corporation,  president  and 
director  of  the  Seymour  Corporation  of  Delaware, 
and  a  director  of  the  Seymour  Land  and  Timber 
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Company,  owners  of  large  tracts  in  Whatcom 
county  in  the  State  of  ^^ashington.  He  was  treasurer 
and  director  of  the  Tecopa  Consolidated  Mining 
Company  of  California,  and  a  director  of  the  Mianus 
Motor  Corporation  of  Stamford,  Connecticut.  He 
had  extensive  mining  interests  in  South  America, 
Cuba,  Mexico  and  Canada,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange  was  senior  partner  of 
Wightman,  Breining  and  Company,  a  New  York 
stock  exchange  firm. 

To  each  of  these  many  interests  Mr.  Matthies 
contributed  constructive  leadership  and  showed 
unusual  ability  in  selecting  capable  men  to  manage 
and  protect  his  investments.  It  has  been  said  of  him 
that  he  "never  stopped  short  of  success  in  any 
undertaking.” 

His  tremendous  capacity  for  organization  was 
thoroughly  demonstrated  during  World  War  I  when 
he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Seymour  Council  for 
Defense  and  of  the  Liberty  Loan  Committee.  He 
obtained  subscriptions  to  the  various  loans  that 
averaged  $8  5.00  per  capita,  and  during  the  Red  Cross 
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drives  he  obtained  an  average  of  $5.00  per  capita. 
This  was  accomplished  by  his  contribution  of 
$10,000.00,  contingent  upon  $20,000.00  being 
subscribed  by  the  citizens  of  Seymour.  It  is  believed 
that  these  records  were  not  equalled  in  any  other 
community. 

In  politics  Mr.  Matthies  was  a  Republican.  He  was 
at  various  times  urged  to  run  for  public  office,  but 
he  consistently  refused  to  be  a  candidate.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Seymour  Congregational  Church  and 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Bankers’  Club  of  New  York  and  a  director  of  the 
Eastern  States  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Exposi¬ 
tion  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a  member  of  the 
New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  the 
National  Geographic  Society  and  the  Travelers  Club 
of  America.  He  was  an  ardent  sportsman  and  a 
member  of  the  Triton  Fish  and  Game  Club  and  the 
Laurentian  Club,  both  of  Quebec,  the  Camp  Fire 
Club  of  America,  the  Megantic  Fish  and  Game  Club 
of  Canada  and  Maine,  and  the  Racebrook  Country 
Club  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  He  was  an 
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expert  flycaster  and  was  credited  with  having  taken 
a  trout  weighing  ten  and  three-quarters  pounds,  the 
largest  ever  taken  at  the  Triton  Fish  and  Game  Club. 

George  Erastus  Matthies  married,  November  18, 
1890,  Annie  Thompson  Wooster.  (See  Wooster 
Line, ) 

Children: 

(1)  Bernard  Harrison,  born  January  27,  1892, 
married,  September  22,  1920,  Ethel  Clark  of 
Beacon  Falls,  Connecticut,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of: 

(i)  George  Clark,  born  July  29,  1922. 

(ii)  William  Wooster,  born  July  7,  1924. 

(ill)  Roberta  Isabelle,  born  December  10, 1926. 

(iv)  Richard  Lloyd,  born  October  28,  1927. 

(v)  Franklyn  Bernard,  born  January  23,  1932. 

(2)  Katharine,  born  August  26,  1903. 


iy4rms:  Argent,  a  castle  sable  between  eight  torteaux. 

Qrest:  A  griffin  segreant  gules. 


(Burke's  General  Armory.) 
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HE  Wooster  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
New  England  and  early  Colonial  records 
of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  abound 
with  references  to  the  achievements  of  its 
members.  Ever  since  Edward  Wooster,  the  immigrant 
ancestor,  appears  as  a  settler  of  Milford,  Connecticut, 
in  1642,  each  succeeding  generation  has  produced 
men  who  took  their  places  as  leaders  in  industrial, 
public,  civic  and  military  affairs  of  the  communities 
in  which  they  were  established.  A  notable  and  com¬ 
paratively  recent  example  is  the  career  of  William 
Henry  Harrison  Wooster,  of  the  line  hereinafter 
followed,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  Seymour 
Manufacturing  Company  in  Seymour,  Connecticut. 

Edward  Wooster,  the  immigrant  ancestor,  was 
born  in  England,  probably  in  Derbyshire,  in  1622, 
and  died  in  Derby,  Connecticut,  July  6,  1689.  In 
1642  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  settlement 
at  Milford  where  he  lived  until  1654,  when  he  moved 
to  Derby  where  he  engaged  in  raising  hops  on  his  land 
located  in  Paugasuck,  near  the  present  town  of 
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Ansonia,  as  proved  by  the  following,  quoted  from  the 
town  records: 

"A  General  Court,  October  24,  1651,  consider¬ 
ing  the  present  need  of  hops,  the  town  grants  to 
Edward  Wooster,  an  acre,  more  or  less,  lying  up 
the  Mill  River,  to  be  improved  for  a  hop  garden, 
according  to  his  request.  This  is  not  to  pay  rates 
while  improved  for  hops.” 

Edward  Wooster’s  house  is  said  to  have  been  located 
on  the  east  side  of  the  road  at  Old  Town,  where  the 
first  bridge  across  the  Naugatuck  River  was  built. 
The  property  later  was  sold  to  Dr.  John  Durand. 

Edward  Wooster  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
pioneers  of  Derby.  While  the  town  records  do  not 
mention  him  as  having  been  active  in  public  life, 
the  following,  quoted  from  an  old  history  of  Derby, 
is  indicative  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held. 

“He  was  not  a  man  of  notions  and  changes, 
but  continued  steady  and  faithful  at  his  post, 
providing  as  best  he  could  for  those  who  were 
dependent  upon  him,  little  dreaming  that  his 
grandson  and  family  would  be  celebrated  the 
world  over,  and  that  his  own  name  thereby 
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would  go  down  in  sublime  honor  to  the  end  of 
the  greatest  Republic  ever  established  in  the 
world.  For  twenty  years  he  was  the  leading  man 
of  the  little  plantation  that  seemed  unlikely  to 
become  greater  than  a  man’s  hand,  but  has 
attained  in  business  and  in  war  an  enviable  fame. 

All  honor  to  the  first,  reliable,  and  most  noble 
hero  of  Derby!” 

Edward  Wooster  married  (first)  Dorothy,  sur¬ 
name  probably  Langdon.  He  married  (second),  in 
1669,  Tabitha  Tomlinson,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Alice  Tomlinson. 

("History  of  the  Old  Town  of  Derby.’* 
Samuel  Orcutt,  1880  —  "History  and 
Genealogies  of  the  Families  of  Old 
Fairfield.”  Jacobus.) 


Timothy  Wooster,  son  of  Edward  and  Tabitha 
(Tomlinson)  Wooster,  was  born  November  12, 1670. 
He  was  active  in  town  affairs  and  selectman  of  Derby 
in  1716  and  in  1726. 

He  married.  May  23,  1699,  Anna  Perry,  daughter 
of  Arthur  and  Anna  (Judson)  Perry.  She  was  born 
January  22,  1679/80. 


(Ibid.) 
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Timothy  Wooster,  Jr.,  son  of  Timothy  and 
Anna  (Perry)  Wooster,  was  born  December  29, 
1699.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Oxford  Ecclesiastical 
Society,  which  was  organized  by  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  May,  1741. 

He  married  (first),  August  18,  1727,  Abigail 
Harger,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Harger.  She  died 
September  23,  1736.  He  married  (second),  March 

22,  1737,  Sarah  Bowers,  born  in  1688,  died  October 

23,  1749,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ruth  (Wooster) 
Bowers,  and  first  cousin  of  Timothy  Wooster.  Both 
the  latter  and  his  wife  Ruth  (Bowers)  Wooster  were 
first  cousins  of  General  David  Wooster,  of  Revo¬ 
lutionary  fame,  whose  brave  deeds  have  made  the 

name  of  Wooster  honored  in  American  history. 

(Ibid.) 

Walter  Wooster,  son  of  Timothy,  Jr.,  and  Sarah 
(Bowers)  Wooster,  was  born  July  7,  1745,  and  died 
July  21,  1  829.  He  enlisted  in  Water  bury  for  service 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  on  March  2,  1777,  and 
served  as  sergeant  in  the  company  commanded  by 
Captain  Eli  Leavenworth,  Colonel  Return  Jonathan 
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Meigs’  Continental  Regiment,  Sixth  Connecticut 
Line.  He  took  part  in  nearly  all  the  Connecticut  and 
New  York  campaigns  and  fought  in  many  famous 
battles,  notably  at  Stony  Point,  where  he  was 
severely  wounded.  He  led  the  storming  assault  at 
Horseneck  on  Long  Island,  February  26,  1779,  and 
was  the  first  man  to  enter  the  fort,  where  he  hauled 
down  the  British  flag.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the 
battle  at  King’s  Bridge,  where  he  was  wounded  in 
the  shoulder  by  a  musket  ball.  He  served  nearly  three 
years  and  was  honorably  discharged  on  July  1  5,  1779. 

Upon  his  return  to  Connecticut  he  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Derby  Recruiting  Committee  and 
revenue  officer  for  one  of  the  Connecticut  districts. 
He  was  also  Collector  of  Taxes  for  the  Continental 
Army.  The  following  is  quoted  from  his  obituary: 

"At  Waterbury,  Mr.  Walter  Wooster,  aged 
eighty-four.  He  served  his  country  in  the  hour 
of  her  need,  and  was  one  of  the  heroes  who  stared 
death  in  the  face  at  the  storming  of  Stony  Point 
and  among  the  first  of  those  who  braved  the 
cannon’s  mouth  and  entered  the  fort.  He  was 
in  many  hard  fought  battles,  and  saw  many  of 
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his  comrades  fall  by  his  side,  killed  and  wounded. 

Wooster  sustained  throughout  his  life 
the  character  of  an  honest  man  and  an  honor¬ 
able  Christian,  and  his  was  'the  path  of  the  just 
which  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect 
day’.” 

Walter  Wooster  married,  November  15,  1780, 
Ursula  Beebe,  daughter  of  Captain  Ira  and  Jemima 
(Hickox)  Beebe  of  Water  bury.  She  died  September 
28,  1846. 

(Ibid.) 

Levi  Wooster,  son  of  Walter  and  Ursula  (Beebe) 
Wooster,  was  born  in  1781,  and  died  about  1859  in 
Naugatuck.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Connecticut 
militia  during  the  War  of  1812,  stationed  at  New 
London,  where  for  a  time  he  was  in  command. 
According  to  Anderson’s  History  of  Water  bury,  he 
was  the  proprietor  of  a  saw-mill  in  that  town  in  1816. 
He  married,  in  1 803,  Esther  Terrell,  daughter  of  Jared 
and  Esther  (Ellis)  Terrell.  She  was  born  December 
12,  1781. 

(Ibid.  —  "Waterbury  vital  records.” 

Barbour  Collection,  1925.) 
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Albert  Wooster,  was  a  son  of  Levi  and  Esther 
(Terrell)  Wooster.  Remarried,  November  19,  1826, 
Mittie  Chatfield.  (See  Chat  field  Line,) 

(Ibid.) 

William  Henry  Harrison  Wooster,  son  of 
Albert  and  Mittie  (Chatfield)  Wooster,  was  born  in 
Waterbury,  July  14,  1840,  and  died  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  December  17,  1919.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Waterbury  and  Naugatuck 
and  when  seventeen  years  old  found  employment  as 
a  bookkeeper  first  in  Waterbury  and  later  in  Boston 
and  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  While  in  Springfield 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  in  that  city. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  returned  to 
Waterbury  and  became  active  in  raising  a  company 
of  volunteers.  He  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
in  Company  E,  Sixth  Connecticut  Infantry  in 
September,  1861,  and  served  until  March,  1862, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  because  of  a 
serious  knee  injury.  On  February  22,  1863,  he  was 
again  mustered  into  service  as  a  private  in  his  old 
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company  and  was  promoted  to  second  lieutenant  on 
April  18,  1864,  and  to  first  lieutenant  and  quarter¬ 
master  of  the  regiment  on  October  31,  1864.  He 
served  until  August  31,  1865,  when  he  was  mustered 
out  of  service.  He  participated  in  some  of  the  hardest 
fought  battles  of  the  war,  especially  at  Fort  Walker, 
Fort  Pulaski,  Morris  Island  and  Fort  Wagner. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  Waterbury  where  he 
remained  until  1878  when  he,  with  his  brother, 
Horace  Buckingham  Wooster,  came  to  Seymour  and 
organized  the  Seymour  Manufacturing  Company. 

William  Henry  Harrison  Wooster  established  this 
company  on  a  firm  and  sound  foundation  and  its 
subsequent  success  as  one  of  the  leading  concerns 
in  the  metal  industry  can  be  attributed  to  his  fore¬ 
sight  and  ability. 

The  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Seymour  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Wooster’s  death,  is 
also  a  record  of  his  service  with  the  Company,  and 
is  a  fitting  tribute  to  his  memory: 
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MEMORIAM 

**May  6,  1880  —  December  17,  1919 

*The  Directors  of  the  Seymour  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company  at  this  their  first  meeting  since 
the  death  of  their  President  and  Fellow  Director, 
Mr.  William  Henry  Harrison  Wooster,  which 
occurred  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  on 
December  17,  1919,  desire  to  enter  a  special 
minute  upon  their  records  expressing  their 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Wooster’s  service  to  the 
Company  and  their  profound  sorrow  at  his 
death. 

*‘Mr.  Wooster  came  to  Seymour  in  1878, 
and  with  his  brother  founded  the  business  of 
this  Company,  which  was  incorporated  on  May 
6,  1880.  He  became  one  of  the  original  Directors 
and  was  the  first  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  He 
continued  as  Secretary  until  his  election  to  the 
Presidency  on  July  28,  1914,  and  as  Treasurer 
until  July  25,  1916.  He  remained  President  of 
the  Company  until  his  death. 

*Tor  forty  years  Mr.  Wooster  has  been  more 
intimately  associated  with  the  affairs  of  the 
Company  than  anyone  else  connected  with  it. 

"Of  exceptional  kindness,  courtesy  and  con¬ 
sideration  toward  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
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contact;  faithful  alike  in  large  and  small  matters 
and  in  all  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility; 
loyal  in  high  degree  to  his  friends;  and  standing 
toward  them  in  relations  of  mutual  affection 
and  esteem,  his  death  is  felt  to  be  a  great  personal 
loss  to  all  those  who  were  privileged  to  be 
associated  with  him. 

**The  members  of  this  Board  direct  that  a  copy 
of  this  minute  be  sent  to  the  family  of  their 
deceased  President,  Director  and  Friend.” 

Mr.  Wooster  was  also  president  of  the  Seymour 
Electric  Light  Company  and  The  Seymour  Water 
Company.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  H.  A. 
Matthews  Manufacturing  Company  and  an  organ¬ 
izer  and  director  of  the  Seymour  Trust  Company. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Seymour  Water  Company,  January  2,  1920,  the 
following  resolution,  which  is  indicative  of  the  high 
regard  and  affection  in  which  he  was  held,  was 
adopted. 

''William  H.  H.  Wooster  held  an  enviable 
place  in  the  business,  civic  and  social  life  of  this 
community.  This  place  he  won  by  hard  work. 
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straight-forwardness  of  character,  and  a  winning 
personality.  As  managing  head  of  a  successful 
manufacturing  enterprise,  he  brought  to  this 
company  high  business  ideals,  and  a  broad  con¬ 
ception  of  the  obligations  and  opportunities  of 
business  and  judgment  that  was  both  sound  and 
fair.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  growth  of 
the  company,  and  gave  generously  of  his  time 
and  experience  to  the  consideration  of  its 
problems.  His  thinking  was  clear  and  direct  and 
his  opinions  were  his  own;  but  he  was  unfail¬ 
ingly  sympathetic  and  tolerant  towards  the 
opinions  of  others.  He  was  a  man  of  many 
friends.  He  had  a  capacity  for  friendship,  and 
gave  a  rare  quality  of  friendship.  As  an  employer 
he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  em¬ 
ployees;  he  took  a  personal  interest  in  each  one 
in  his  employ,  and  was  their  friend  and  adviser. 
When  his  country  needed  him,  in  1861,  he 
responded  very  promptly  to  the  call  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  her  defence  so  long  as  his  services  were 
needed.  He  was  keenly  alive  to  the  responsibilities 
of  citizenship.  Proud  of  his  community,  he  was 
ready  to  serve  it.  No  movement  for  public  better¬ 
ment  failed  of  his  support,  and  he  was  in  the 
forefront  of  every  group  of  active  workers.  Men 
sought  his  co-operation,  deferred  to  his  judg¬ 
ment,  and  counted  upon  his  sympathy.  In  an 
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unusual  sense,  he  had  won  the  respect  and  love  of 
the  people  of  this  community.” 

Mr.  Wooster  was  a  staunch  Republican  and  always 
took  a  keen  interest  in  politics,  although  he  was  by 
no  means  a  politician.  In  1895  he  was  a  member  of 
the  convention  in  Hartford  called  for  the  purpose  of 
revising  the  Connecticut  State  Constitution.  When 
the  Seventeenth  Connecticut  District  was  created  in 
1905  he  was  elected  State  Senator  and  thus  was  the 
first  man  to  serve  this  district  in  that  capacity. 

As  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  men  of  his  day 
he  was  always  ready  to  promote  the  interest  of  his 
community.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
school  board  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his  influence 
that  the  first  High  School  in  Seymour  was  built.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Seymour  Congregational  Church 
and  for  some  years  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school. 

As  a  Civil  War  veteran  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
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Masonic  fraternity.  Being  a  sportsman,  especially  fond 
of  hunting  and  fishing,  he  held  membership  in  the 
Adirondack  League  Club. 

William  Henry  Harrison  Wooster  married,  August 
26,  1861,  Anna  Louise  Putnam.  (See  'Putnam  Line,) 

(Ibid.  —  Family  data.) 

Annie  Thompson  Wooster,  daughter  of 
William  Henry  Harrison  and  Anna  Louise  (Putnam) 
Wooster,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
December  5,  1863,  and  died  in  New  Haven,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  November  22,  1939.  She  married,  November 
18,  1890,  George  Erastus  Matthies.  (See  Matthies 
Line, ) 


(Family  data.) 
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Sable,  between  eight  crosses  crosslet-fitchee  argent, 
a  stork  of  the  last,  beaked  and  legged  gules. 

Qrest:  A  wolf’s  head  gules. 


(Arms  in  the  possession  of  the  family,) 
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HE  surname  Putnam  is  derived  from 
Puttenham,  a  town  in  England,  regis¬ 


tered  in  the  Domesday  Book  and  located 
^  in  Hertfordshire  near  Bedfordshire  and 
Buckinghamshire.  It  was  originally  a  part  of  the 
great  fief  known  as  the  Honor  of  Leicester. 


The  first  mention  of  the  family  is  found  in  the 
Rotuli  Curiae  Regis  which  is  a  report  of  a  court 
held  in  Hertfordshire  in  1199  and  since  that  time 
the  name  has  appeared  frequently  in  ancient  records. 
It  is  found  in  various  spellings  such  as  Putteham, 
Puttenham,  Potenham,  Putham,  Putnham,  Puttman 
and  Puttnam. 

("A  History  of  the  Putnam  Family 
in  England  and  America.”  Eben 
Putnam,  Salem,  Mass.,  1891.) 


Simon  de  Putteham  is  mentioned  in' the  Rotuli 
Curiae  Regis. 

(Ibid.) 

Ralph  de  Putenham,  probably  son  of  Simon 
de  Puttenham,  held  three  acres  of  land  in  Puttenham 
in  1217/18. 


(Ibid.) 
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Richard  de  Putenham  is  mentioned  in  the 
Hundred  Rolls  in  1273  as  living  in  Bonestowe, 
Bucks. 

(Ibid.) 

John  de  Puttenham  was  assessed  seventy  shil¬ 
lings  for  property  in  Puttenham  in  1291,  his  assess¬ 
ment  being  the  first  and  largest  of  the  thirty-two 
mentioned,  and  John  de  Puttenham  and  wife  Agnes 
are  also  of  record  in  1306. 

(Ibid.) 

Thomas  Puttenham,  who  was  born  in  1272  and 
died  in  1307,  married  Helen,  a  daughter  of  John 
Spigornell  of  an  important  family  at  that  time  and 
during  the  next  two  centuries. 

(Ibid.) 

Roger  Puttenham,  probably  son  of  Thomas  and 
Helen  Puttenham,  was  High  Sheriff  of  Herts  in  1 322. 
He  married  Aliva. 

(Ibid.) 

Henry  Puttenham,  probably  son  of  Roger  and 
Aliva  Puttenham,  was  living  between  1300  and  13  50. 
Nothing  further  is  known  of  him. 

(Ibid.) 
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Sir  Roger  de  Puttenham  was  knight  of  the  shire 
for  Bucks  between  13  54  and  1378.  He  married 
Margery. 

(Ibid.) 

William  Puttenham  of  Puttenham  and  Penne, 

married  Katherine,  daughter  of  John  de  Warbelton. 

(Ibid.) 

Henry  Puttenham,  son  of  William  and 
Katherine  Puttenham,  died  July  6,  1473,  aged  about 
sixty  years.  He  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Goeffrey 
Goodluck. 

(Ibid.) 

William  Puttenham,  eldest  son  of  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  Puttenham,  probably  born  about  1430, 
married  Anne  Hampden,  daughter  of  John  Hampden 
of  Hampden,  county  Bucks. 

(Ibid.) 

Nicholas  Puttenham  was  probably  born  about 
1460,  and  lived  in  Putnam  Place  in  Penn.  His  name, 
which  appears  in  a  Visitation,  was  spelled  both  Putt- 
nam  and  Puttenham. 


(Ibid.) 
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Henry  Putnam,  son  of  Nicholas  Puttenham,  was 
living  in  1526.  He  had  three  sons,  Richard,  John  and 
Thomas. 

(Ibid.) 

Richard  Putnam,  son  of  Henry  Putnam,  was 
born  about  1500  and  died  in  15  56/7.  The  Lay  Sub¬ 
sidies  place  him  in  Eddlesborough  in  1523  and  in 
Woughton  in  15  56.  His  will,  which  is  on  record  at 
Somerset  House,  is  dated  December  12,  15  56,  and 
was  proved  February  26,  15  57.  He  married  Joan, 
surname  unknown. 

(Ibid.) 

John  Putnam,  son  of  Richard  and  Joan  Putnam, 
was  buried  October  2,  1573,  in  Wingrave,  England. 
His  will,  dated  September  19,  1573,  was  proved 
November  14  of  that  year.  He  married  Margaret, 
surname  unknown.  She  was  buried  January  27,  1568, 
in  Wingrave. 

(Ibid.) 

Nicholas  Putnam,  eldest  son  of  John  and 
Margaret  Putnam,  was  born  between  1540  and  15  50 
in  Wingrave  and  died  in  Stewkeley,  England,  between 
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January  1,  1  597,  the  date  of  his  will,  and  September 
27,  1598,  the  date  when  it  was  proved.  He  lived  in 
Wingrave  until  about  1  5  8  5  when  he  moved  to 
Stewkeley.  He  inherited  property  from  his  father 
and  also  from  his  brothers,  and  was  a  man  of  con¬ 
siderable  wealth.  He  married  in  Wingrave,  January 
3  0,  1577,  Margaret  Goodspeed,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Goodspeed.  She  was  baptized  August  16, 
1  5  56,  in  Wingrave,  and  died  January  8,  1618,  in 
Aston  Abbotts,  England. 

(Ibid.) 

John  Putnam,  immigrant  ancestor  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family  hereinafter  followed, 
and  son  of  Nicholas  and  Margaret  (Goodspeed) 
Putnam,  was  baptized,  January  17,  1579,  in  Win- 
grave  and  died  December  30,  1662,  in  Salem  Village, 
now  Danvers,  Massachusetts.  The  date  of  his  arrival 
in  New  England  is  not  known,  but  it  was  prior  to 
1 64 1 ,  as  in  that  year  he  is  of  record  as  having  received 
a  grant  of  land  in  Salem.  It  is  known  that  he  was  a 
resident  of  Aston  Abbotts,  Bucks  County,  England, 
in  1 627,  as  the  baptism  of  his  youngest  son  is  recorded 
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there  in  that  year.  There  is  a  family  tradition  that  he 
arrived  in  America  in  1634,  but  this  has  not  been 
established  as  a  fact.  He  was  admitted  to  the  church 
and  made  a  freeman  in  Salem  in  1647.  His  land 
amounted  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  was 
situated  between  Davenport’s  hill  and  Potter’s  hill. 
Between  165  5  and  1662  his  name  appears  frequently 
on  land  transactions  and  deeds  in  which  he  styled 
himself  as  yeoman  and  husbandman.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  accumulated  a  large  estate  for  his  times. 

John  Putnam  married,  in  England,  Priscilla.  Her 
surname  is  unknown.  Some  authorities  state  it  was 
Gould,  others  that  it  was  Deacon. 

(Ibid.) 

Nathaniel  Putnam,  son  of  John  and  Priscilla 
Putnam,  was  born  in  Aston  Abbotts  where  he  was 
baptized,  October  11,  1619,  and  ,died  in  Salem 
Village,  July  23,  1700.  He  came  to  Salem  with  his 
parents  in  1641  and  became  a  large  land  owner. 
Part  of  his  property  remained  in  possession  of  his 
descendants  for  more  than  two  hundred  years.  He 
was  known  as  "Landlord  Putnam”,  a  title  which  was 
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given  to  the  eldest  son  of  several  succeeding  genera¬ 
tions.  He  and  his  wife  were  admitted  to  the  church  in 
1648  and  he  served  as  constable  in  1656  and  as  deputy 
to  the  General  Court  in  1 690-9 1 .  Like  many  others  in 
Salem  of  his  day  he  appears  to  have  been  a  sincere 
believer  in  witchcraft,  but  according  to  "Upham’s 
Witchcraft”  his  goodness  of  character  inclined  him 
to  deal  less  severely  with  the  victims  of  this  delusion 
than  many  of  his  contemporaries  considered  proper. 
Upham  further  states  that  he  lived  to  see  his  mistake 
and  that  "he  had  great  business  activity  and  ability 
and  was  a  person  of  extraordinary  powers  of  mind, 
of  great  energy  and  skill  in  the  management  of  affairs 
and  of  singular  sagacity,  acumen  and  quickness  of 
perception.” 

Nathaniel  Putnam  disposed  of  a  large  estate  in  his 
will  which  is  dated  February  21,  1698-99,  and  was 
probated  August  12,  1700. 

He  married,  in  Salem,  Elizabeth  Hutchinson, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Alice  (Bosworth)  Hutchin- 
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son  of  Salem  Village.  She  was  bom  August  20,  1629, 

in  Arnold,  England,  and  died  June  24, 1688,  in  Salem. 

(Ibid.) 

Captain  Benjamin  Putnam,  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Elizabeth  (Hutchinson)  Putnam,  was  born 
December  24,  1664,  in  Salem  Village,  where  he  died 
about  1715.  He  was  prominent  in  church,  military 
and  civic  affairs  and  hardly  a  year  passed  that  he  was 
not  honored  by  election  to  public  office.  He  was  made 
a  freeman  March  22,  1689/90,  and  chosen  ty thing 
man  in  1695  and  collector  and  constable  in  1700.  He 
served  as  lieutenant  and  captain  of  the  militia  from 
1706-11  and  as  selectman  from  1707-13.  He  was 
regularly  chosen  a  member  of  the  jury  and  was 
elected  deacon  of  the  church  December  3  0,  1 709. 

Captain  Benjamin  Putnam  married  (first) ,  August 
2  5,  1865,  Elizabeth  (or  Hannah)  Putnam,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Putnam.  She  died  December  21,  1705, 

and  he  married  (second) ,  July  1 , 1706,  Sarah  Holton. 

(Ibid.) 

Cornelius  Putnam,  son  of  Captain  Benjamin 
and  Elizabeth  (Putnam)  Putnam,  was  born  Septem- 
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ber  3,  1702,  in  Salem  Village  and  died  in  1761  in 
Sutton,  Massachusetts.  He  settled  in  Sutton  about 
1726  and  he  and  his  wife  joined  the  church  there 
in  1729.  He  was  an  esteemed  citizen  and  honored  with 
many  public  offices  and  served  as  selectman  in 
1733/34. 

He  married  (first),  November  17,  1724,  Sarah 
Hutchinson,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Jane 
(Phillips)  Hutchinson  of  Salem  Village.  She  was 
born  December  26,  1701,  and  died  June  9,  1741, 
in  Sutton.  He  married  (second),  November  12, 
1 74 1 ,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Nelson)  Perkins  of  Newbury, 
widow  of  William  Perkins.  She  was  born  April  18, 
1734. 

(Ibid.) 

Ensign  David  Putnam,  son  of  Cornelius  and 
Elizabeth  (Nelson  Perkins)  Putnam,  was  born  May 
14,  1747,  in  Sutton,  where  he  died  May  2S,  1832. 
He  served  in  the  Revolution  and  marched  to  Lexing¬ 
ton  on  the  alarm  of  April  19,  1775,  in  Captain  John 
Sibley’s  company.  He  married,  April  12,  1770,  in 
Sutton,  Elizabeth  Woodbury,  daughter  of  Joseph 


PUTNAM 


and  Elizabeth  Woodbury.  She  was  born  March  2, 
1745,  and  died  December  27,  1831. 

(Ibid.) 

Cyrus  Putnam,  son  of  Ensign  David  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Woodbury)  Putnam,  was  born  August  21, 
1777,  in  Sutton  where  he  died  January  10,  1849.  He 
married.  May  17, 1800,  Lucinda  Hathaway,  daughter 
of  Simeon  and  Betsey  (Wellington)  Hathaway.  She 
was  born  October  31,  1781,  in  Sutton. 

(Ibid.  —  Sutton  vital  records  to  1850) 

Horace  Putnam,  son  of  Cyrus  and  Lucinda 
(Hathaway)  Putnam,  was  born  February  16,  1809, 
in  Sutton  and  died  May  20,  1899,  in  Springfield, 
Massachusetts.  He  was  a  carpenter.  He  married,  in 
1830,  Clarinda  Boice,  daughter  of  John,  Jr.,  and 
Ruth  Boice.  She  was  born  March  18,  1804,  in 
Rutland,  Massachusetts,  and  died  September  18, 
1 8  5  8,  in  Springfield. 

(Ibid.  —  Massachusetts  vital  records.) 

Anna  Louise  Putnam,  daughter  of  Horace  and 
Clarinda  (Boice)  Putnam,  was  born  August  31, 
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1841,  and  died  March  2,  1927.  She  married,  August 
26,  1861,  William  Henry  Harrison  Wooster.  (See 
Wooster  Line.) 


(Family  data.) 


dihatfielb 


cylrms: 


Qrest: 


J\4otto: 


Argent,  a  griffin  segreant  sable,  on  a  chief  pur- 
pure  three  escallop-shells  argent. 

An  heraldic  antelope’s  head  erased  argent,  ducally 
gorged  or. 

Fidus  ad  extremum. 

(Arms  in  the  possession  of  the  family.) 


CHATFIELD 


HATFIELD  is  an  ancient  family  name  in 
Sussex  County,  England,  and  without 
doubt  is  derived  from  the  parish  of 
Catsfield  in  the  southeastern  part  of  that 
county  and  only  one  mile  distant  from  the  famous 
Battle  Abbey,  built  on  the  spot  where  King  Harold 
fell  in  the  Battle  of  Hastings. 

The  Chatfield  family  was  established  in  Sussex 
County  as  early  as  1300,  the  first  of  the  name  of 
record  being  William  de  Cattsfield,  who  was  taxed 
in  the  subsidies  of  the  township  of  Street  in  1327/28 
and  again  in  1332/33.  The  family  continued  in  this 
and  other  nearby  parishes  for  over  three  centuries. 

(New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,  vol.  70,  p.  128) 

Thomas  Chatfield,  the  first  of  the  name  from 
whom  a  continuous  descent  can  be  traced,  was  born 
probably  about  1450.  His  name  appears  on  a  subsidy 
roll  of  1  523  when  he  was  living  in  Bedyles  in  the 
parish  of  Ditchling  in  Sussex  County. 

(Ibid.) 

John  Chatfield,  son  of  Thomas  Chatfield,  was 
born  probably  about  1475.  The  date  of  his  death  is 


CHATFIELD 


unknown.  According  to  the  Visitations  of  Sussex  he 
lived  in  Bedyles  and  was  assessed  in  the  subsidy  of 
1523.  He  married  Alice  Stapley,  daughter  of 

Richard  Stapley  of  Twineham,  Sussex  County. 

(Ibid.) 

Richard  Chatfield,  son  of  John  and  Alice 
(Stapley)  Chatfield,  was  born  in  Bedyles  about  1500. 
He  died  in  1586  and  was  buried  in  the  Cathedral  in 
Chichester,  Sussex  County,  July  26  of  that  year.  As 
a  young  man  he  moved  about  thirty  miles  westward 
from  his  ancestral  home  and  settled  in  Chichester 
where  he  acquired  considerable  property,  some  of  it 
said  to  have  belonged  to  monasteries  dissolved  by 
King  Henry  VIII.  He  also  owned  land  in  West 
Ashling,  Twineham,  Sidlesham,  Westmeston,  Middle- 
ton,  Treyford  and  Bolney,  and  became  one  of  the 
gentry.  His  arms  were  entered  in  the  Herald’s  Visita¬ 
tion  and  in  the  subsidy  of  1523  he  was  assessed  for 
both  lands  and  goods.  His  will  is  dated  1 5  82,  at  which 
time  he  was  living  in  Chichester. 

Richard  Chatfield  married  (first),  about  1530, 
Elizabeth  Brane  (or  Brond)  Peckham,  daughter  of 
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John  Brane  or  Brond  of  Hove,  Sussex  County,  and 
widow  of  John  Peckham.  He  married  (second) ,  after 

April  9,  1570,  Agnes,  whose  surname  is  unknown. 

(Ibid.) 

Francis  Chatfield,  son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth 

Brane  or  Brond  Chatfield,  was  born  probably  about 

1532  and  died  in  Rumboldswyke,  Sussex  County, 

May  4,  1594.  He  owned  land  in  Oving,  where  he  was 

living  in  1  560,  and  also  in  Westmeston  and  Ashling. 

He  married,  about  1560,  Anne  Peckham,  daughter 

of  John  (or  George)  Peckham.  She  survived  him. 

(Ibid.) 

George  Chatfield,  son  of  Francis  and  Anne 
(Peckham)  Chatfield,  was  born  probably  in  Rum¬ 
boldswyke  about  1566  and  died  in  Pagham,  Sussex 
County,  in  1619.  Upon  his  father’s  death  in  1594 
he  inherited  land  in  Chichester,  South  Mundham  in 
Pagham.  He  died  intestate  and  administration  was 
granted  to  his  widow  November  13,  1619. 

He  married,  about  1  583,  Margaret,  whose  sur¬ 
name  is  unknown. 


(Ibid.) 
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CHATFIELD 


Henry  Chatfield  was  born  about  15  88  and 
buried  in  North  Mundham  in  Pagham,  Sussex 
County,  February  1,  1636/37.  The  early  records  as 
well  as  the  manor  rolls  of  Pagham  have  been  lost,  but 

circumstantial  evidence  indicates  that  he  was  the  son 
of  George  and  Margaret  Chatfield.  His  name  appears 
first  on  the  subsidy  rolls  of  Pagham  in  1610, 
where  George,  Richard  and  Francis  Chatfield  had 
resided  for  over  fifty  years.  Exhaustive  search  among 
those  of  the  name  of  Chatfield  in  Sussex  County  in 
the  sixteenth  and  first  half  of  the  seventeenth 
centuries  has  shown  that  the  names  of  George  and 
Francis  have  been  used  only  by  this  branch  of  the 
family.  Furthermore  Henry  Chatfield’s  oldest 
daughter  was  named  Margaret,  as  was  his  presumed 
mother.  He  lived  in  South  Mundham  in  Pagham, 
and  also  held  lands  in  North  Mundham.  The  names 
of  his  two  sons-in-law  are  contained  in  the  Protesta¬ 
tion  Roll  of  February,  1641/42,  but  the  names  of 
his  three  sons,  Francis,  Thomas  and  George  are  not 
as  they  had  immigrated  to  New  England  in  1639 
in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitefield’s  company.  They  settled 
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in  Guilford,  Connecticut,  where  Francis  died  un¬ 
married  about  1647  and  Thomas  later  moved  to 
Easthampton,  Long  Island. 

Henry  Chatfield  married  (first),  about  1610, 
but  the  name  of  this  wife  is  unknown.  He  married 
(second),  about  1614,  Jane  Wickham.  She  was 

buried  in  North  Mundham,  March  17,  1638/39. 

(Ibid.) 

George  Chatfield,  son  of  Henry  and  Jane 
(Wickham)  Chatfield,  and  immigrant  ancestor  of 
the  line  hereinafter  followed,  was  born  probably  in 
Rumboldswyke  about  1 624  and  died  in  Killingworth, 
Connecticut,  June  9,  1671.  He  sailed  from  England 
in  May,  1639,  with  his  two  older  brothers  and  arrived 
in  New  Haven  the  following  July.  He  settled  first 
in  Guilford  where  he  is  listed  as  a  planter  in  1652 
and  as  a  freeman  in  1657.  In  1663  he  moved  to 
Killingworth  where  he  served  as  constable  and 
received  an  allotment  of  land. 

He  married  (first)  Sarah  Bishop,  daughter  of 
John  and  Anne  Bishop  of  Guilford,  Connecticut. 
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She  died  September  20,  1657,  and  he  married 
(second),  March  29,  1659,  Isabel  Nettleton, 

daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Baldwin)  Nettleton. 

(Ibid.  —  ‘‘Baldwin  Genealogy’* 
“History  of  Middlesex  County, 
Connecticut.”  Beers,  1884.) 

John  Chatfield,  son  of  George  and  Isabel 
(Nettleton)  Chatfield,  was  born  in  Guilford,  April 
8,  1661,  and  died  in  Derby,  Connecticut,  in 
1747/48.  He  settled  in  Derby  where  in  October, 
1684,  he  received  a  grant  of  land.  His  will,  dated 
April  12,  1739,  was  proved  March  7,  1747/48. 

He  married,  February  5,  1684/8  5,  Anna  Harger, 
daughter  of  Jabez  and  Margaret  (Tomlinson) 
Harger.  She  was  born  in  Stratford,  Connecticut, 
February  23,  1667/ 68. 

(New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,  vol.  78 — New  Haven  probate 
record,  vol.  7  —  “Chatfield  Family” 
William  C.  Sharpe.) 

Samuel  Chatfield,  son  of  John  and  Anna 
(Harger)  Chatfield,  was  born  in  Derby,  August  28, 
1699,  and  died  in  Oxford,  Connecticut,  May  17, 
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1797.  He  settled  in  Redding,  Connecticut,  and 
lived  there  until  1745  when  he  moved  to  Oxford 
where  he  was  admitted  to  the  church. 

He  married  (first)  Sarah  or  Anne  whose  surname 
is  unknown.  She  was  born  about  1706  and  died  in 
Redding,  April  15,  1740.  He  married  (second)  Mrs. 
Anne  (Jackson)  Blackman.  She  was  born  about 
1709  and  died  in  Oxford,  July  17,  1777.  He  married 
(third),  June  4,  1778,  Eunice  (Bedell)  Perkins, 
widow  of  Thomas  Perkins  of  Enfield,  Connecticut. 

(New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,  vol.  78  — "History  and  Genealogies 
of  Old  Fairfield  Families.”  Jacobus.) 

Samuel  Chatfield,  Jr.,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  or  Anne  Chatfield,  was  born  April  17,  1733, 
in  Redding,  where  he  was  baptized,  July  29  of  that 
year.  The  date  and  place  of  his  death  are  unknown. 
He  lived  in  Oxford  until  about  1765  when  he  moved 
to  Waterbury  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution. 

He  married  (first)  Joanna  Gunn  who  died  August 
20,  1783.  He  married  (second),  January  1,  1784, 
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Lydia  (Pardee)  Peck,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lydia 
(Porter)  Pardee  and  widow  of  Joseph  Peck  of  New 
Haven.  She  was  born  October  27,  1736.  The  date 
of  her  death  is  not  known. 

(Ibid.) 

Joseph  Chatfield,  son  of  Samuel,  Jr.,  and 
Joanna  (Gunn)  Chatfield,  was  born  June  18,  1770, 
and  died  January  31,  1839. 

He  married  Polly  Payne,  daughter  of  David  and 
Submit  (Hotchkiss)  Payne.  She  was  born  about  1776 
and  died  August  2,  1836. 

(New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,  vol  78  —  Ancient  Burying 
Grounds  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut.”  com¬ 
piled  by  Katherine  A.  Pritchard,  published 
by  The  Mattatuck  Historical  Society,  1917.) 


Mittie  Chatfield,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Polly 
(Payne)  Chatfield,  was  born  July  13,  1806,  and 
died  April  24,  1898.  She  married  (first),  November 
19,  1826,  Albert  Wooster.  (See  Wooster  Line.) 
She  married  (second)  Lyman  Smith  of  Wolcott, 
Connecticut. 


(Family  records.) 
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INCENT  MEIGS,  immigrant  ancestor,  was 
born  in  Devonshire,  England,  about  1583 
and  died  in  East  Guilford,  Connecticut, 
December  1,  1658,  where,  according  to 
tradition,  he  was  the  first  person  buried  in  the 
Hammonassett  cemetery.  He  is  said  to  have  sailed 
from  Weymouth,  England,  accompanied  by  his  sons, 
John  and  Mark,  and  to  have  arrived  in  Weymouth, 
Massachusetts,  in  1639.  He  is  of  record  in  Rehoboth, 
Massachusetts,  in  1 642  where  he  remained  until  1 644 
when  he  moved  to  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and 
from  there  to  Hammonassett,  later  known  as  East 
Guilford  and  now  Madison,  Connecticut.  His  will, 
dated  September  2,  1658,  was  proved  December  2 
of  that  year. 

The  name  of  his  wife  is  not  definitely  known. 
According  to  a  family  tradition  she  was  a  Churchill 
and  died  before  her  husband  immigrated  to  America. 

John  Meigs,  son  of  Vincent  Meigs,  was  born  near 
Bradford,  England,  February  29,  1612,  and  died  in 
Killingworth,  Connecticut,  January  4,  1672.  He 
came  to  America  with  his  father  and  accompanied 
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him  to  Rehoboth  and  later  to  New  Haven,  where  he 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  was  made  a  freeman  in 
1644.  He  bought  land  on  Church  and  Chapel  Streets 
facing  the  present  New  Haven  Green  in  1648,  and 
held  it  until  1658,  when  he  ceded  it  to  the  town.  He 
apparently  moved  to  Guilford  before  that  year  as  he 
is  recorded  there  as  a  planter  on  March  3,  1653/54. 
He  was  a  tanner  and  currier  and  accumulated  con¬ 
siderable  property  in  Guilford.  It  is  not  known  when 
he  moved  to  Killingworth  where  he  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  and  was  appointed  constable  by  the 
Connecticut  Colony  in  1662.  He  signed  a  petition 
to  subordinate  the  New  Haven  Colony  to  the 
Connecticut  Colony  in  1663/64.  His  will  is  dated 
August  28,  1671,  and  indicates  that  his  wife  survived 

him. 

John  Meigs  became  a  notable  figure  in  American 
history  because  of  his  assistance  in  the  escape  of  the 
Regicides,  Judges  Whalley  and  Goffe.  They  were  in 
New  Haven  early  in  May,  1661,  when  King  Charles’ 
Commissioners,  Kellond  and  Kirk,  arrived  in  Guil¬ 
ford  with  warrants  for  their  arrest.  The  Commis- 
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sioners  presented  the  King’s  orders  and  a  letter  from 
Governor  Endicott  urging  Governor  Leete’s  assistance 
in  capturing  the  Regicides.  This  took  place  on  a 
Saturday  and  the  Governor,  by  various  delays,  fore¬ 
stalled  their  intention  to  proceed  to  New  Haven  on 
that  day.  Religious  scruples  prevented  them  from 
leaving  on  the  Sabbath  and  early  Monday  morning 
John  Meigs  mounted  his  horse  in  Guilford  and  rode 
with  all  speed  to  New  Haven,  arriving  in  time  to 
warn  Whalley  and  Goffe  who  were  then  conducted 
to  a  cave  under  West  Rock  where  now  a  bronze 
tablet  on  the  face  of  the  Rock  records  the  fact  of 
their  concealment. 

John  Meigs  married,  in  1632,  Tamazin  Fry  of 
Weymouth,  England,  a  sister  of  William  Fry  who 
immigrated  to  Weymouth,  Massachusetts.  The  dates 
of  her  birth  and  death  are  not  recorded. 

Deacon  John  Meigs,  Jr.,  son  of  John  and 
Tamazin  (Fry)  Meigs,  was  born  in  Weymouth, 
Massachusetts,  February  28,  1641,  and  died  in  East 
Guilford,  November  9,  1713,  where  he  was  buried 
on  Guilford  Green.  His  grave,  and  several  others. 
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were  moved  to  Alder  Brook  Cemetery  in  1817.  He 
was  a  cooper  and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Killing- 
worth,  where  he  was  made  a  freeman  in  1669.  He 
was  appointed  leather  sealer  in  1692  and  was  one  of 
the  most  esteemed  and  respected  men  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  First  Church 
in  Guilford  in  1 696  and  held  that  office  the  remainder 
of  his  life. 

He  married  (first),  in  Killingworth,  March  7, 
1665,  Sarah  Wilcoxson,  daughter  of  William  and 
Margaret  Wilcoxson.  She  was  born  in  Killingworth 
in  1648  and  died  November  24,  1691.  He  married 
(second)  Lydia  (Thompson)  Cruttenden,  daughter 
of  Anthony  and  Katharine  Thompson  of  New  Haven, 
and  widow  of  Isaac  Cruttenden.  She  was  baptized 
July  24,  1647,  and  died  in  December,  1729. 

Deacon  John  Meigs,  3rd,  son  of  Deacon  John, 
Jr.,  and  Sarah  (Wilcoxson)  Meigs,  was  born  in 
Killingworth,  November  1 1,  1670,  and  died  in  Guil¬ 
ford,  December  19,  1718.  He  was  a  cooper  and 
farmer  and  served  as  deacon  of  the  Second  Church 
and  Society  of  Guilford  from  1707  until  his  death. 
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His  will,  dated  February  18,  1717/18,  was  proved 
March  31,  1718.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  included 
land  in  Durham  and  a  negro  slave.  It  amounted  to 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  pounds  and  seventeen 
shillings,  a  very  large  amount  for  the  times. 

He  married,  July  20,  1694,  Rebecca  Hand, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Hannah  Hand  of  East- 
hampton.  Long  Island,  New  York.  The  dates  of  her 
birth  and  death  are  not  recorded. 

John  Meigs,  4th,  son  of  Deacon  John,  3rd,  and 
Rebecca  (Hand)  Meigs,  was' born  July  10,  1697,  in 
East  Guilford  and  died  January  30,  1750.  He  was  a 
cooper.  He  moved  to  Woodbury  in  1738  and  bought 
seventy  acres  of  land  in  the  northern  parish  known 
as  Bethlehem,  where  he  built  the  Meigs  homestead  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Bethlehem  church. 

He  married,  April  7,  1724,  Thankfull  Murray, 
She  was  born  December  12,  1690,  in  that  part  of 
East  Guilford  known  as  Scotland  and  died  November 

4,  1767. 
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Dr.  John  Meigs,  son  of  John,  4th,  and  Thankfull 
(Murray)  Meigs,  was  born  in  East  Guilford,  April 
29,  172S,  and  died  in  Bethlehem  between  July  17, 
1769,  the  date  of  his  will,  and  October  1,  1770,  the 
date  when  it  was  proved.  The  original  will  is  on  file 
in  the  Connecticut  State  Library  in  Hartford. 

He  studied  medicine  in  Southbury,  Connecticut, 
where  according  to  the  custom  of  the  day,  he  was 
apprenticed  to  a  physician,  and  later  returned  to 
Bethelem  where  he  built  up  a  large  practice  and 
became  noted  for  his  professional  skill  and  knowledge. 
He  inherited  the  Meigs  homestead  and  left  a  large 
estate. 

Dr.  John  Meigs  married,  January  19,  1744, 
Rebecca  Clark,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  Clark 
of  Bethlehem.  She  was  born  in  1726  and  died  August 
1,  1795. 

Dr.  Phineas  Meigs,  son  of  Dr.  John  and  Rebecca 
(Clark)  Meigs,  was  born  July  11,  1760,  and  died  in 
Bethlehem,  August  1 2 ,  1 8  0  5 .  He  was  a  physician,  and 
like  his  father,  practiced  in  Bethlehem. 
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He  married,  June  24,  1786,  Sarah  Tomlinson. 
(See  Tomlinson  Line.) 

Judge  Samuel  Meigs,  son  of  Dr.  Phineas  and 
Sarah  (Tomlinson)  Meigs,  was  born  April  27,  1791, 
and  died  April  10,  18  55.  He  attended  the  Bellamy 
School  in  Bethlehem  and  in  early  life  was  a  merchant 
in  Quaker  Farms,  associated  with  his  father-in-law. 
Honorable  David  Tomlinson,  and  was  for  many  years 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  also  Judge  of  the 
county  court,  and  represented  his  district  in  the 
General  Assembly.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
he  retired  to  his  farm. 

Judge  Samuel  Meigs  married  (first),  in  1815, 
Lorena  Tomlinson.  (See  Tomlinson  Line.)  He  mar¬ 
ried  (second) ,  in  1828,  Mrs.  Hannah  Hyde. 

Charles  Augustus  Meigs,  son  of  Judge  Samuel 
and  Lorena  (Tomlinson)  Meigs,  was  born  March  6, 
182  5,  in  Oxford  where  he  died  July  3,  1907.  He  was 
educated  in  Oxford  where  as  a  young  man  he  taught 
school  until  1849  when  he  moved  to  Waterbury  and 
established  the  first  bakery  in  that  city.  He  operated 
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this  business  successfully  until  18  52  when  he  decided 
to  go  to  California  and  prospect  for  gold.  Arriving  in 
San  Francisco  he  proceeded  to  the  Feather  River 
region  where  he  remained  the  next  three  years.  He 
did  not  "strike  it  rich”  but  was  moderately  successful 
and  returned  to  Water  bury  in  18  5  5,  where,  with  his 
brother,  David  Tomlinson  Meigs,  who  had  accom¬ 
panied  him  during  his  travels,  he  again  engaged  in 
the  bakery  business.  The  brothers  continued  in 
partnership  until  1857  when  they  enlarged  the  firm 
to  include  John  T.  Trott  under  the  name  Meigs  and 
Trott  and  became  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers 
of  crackers  in  the  State  and  continued  in  successful 
operation  for  more  than  thirty  years.  In  18  58  Mr. 
Meigs  again  went  to  California  and  remained  there 
until  1865  when  he  returned  to  Waterbury.  He 
devoted  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  to  his  business 
interests  in  Waterbury  and  his  estate  in  Quaker 
Farms,  gradually  giving  preference  to  the  latter  and 
eventually  retired  from  active  business.  His  last  years 
were  spent  in  Quaker  Farms  where,  as  well  as  in 
Waterbury,  he  was  known  as  an  able  and  upright 
business  man  and  exemplary  citizen. 
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Charles  Augustus  Meigs  married  (first),  in  1857, 
Lucy  Yale  of  Canaan,  Connecticut,  daughter  of 
Charles  H.  and  Laura  (Phelps)  Yale.  She  was  born 
November  10,  1834,  and  died  in  California  in  18  58. 
He  married  (second),  January  3,  1867,  Bernice 
Riggs.  (See  Riggs  Line,) 

Children  (of  the  second  marriage) : 

(1)  David  Tomlinson,  born  October  15,  1867,  died 
in  infancy. 

(2)  Mary  Lorena,  born  January  15,  1870. 

(3)  Charles  Edward,  of  whom  further. 

Charles  Edward  Meigs,  son  of  Charles  Augustus 
and  Bernice  (Riggs)  Meigs,  was  born  in  Quaker 
Farms,  June  1,  1872,  and  died  in  Waterbury, 
December  20,  1925.  He  was  educated  in  the  Water- 
bury  High  School  and  Greenwich  Academy  and 
entered  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1891.  In  1892  his  college  studies  were 
interrupted  for  a  year  because  of  illness,  but  he 
returned  to  Yale  in  1893  and  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Ph.B.  in  1895.  In  the  Fall  of  that  year  he 
furthered  his  education  by  taking  a  business  course. 
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and  then  found  employment  with  Holmes,  Booth  & 
Hayden,  manufacturers  of  brass  in  Waterbury,  and 
later  with  the  Excelsior  Needle  Company  of 
Torrington.  He  then  decided  to  study  law,  and 
entered  Yale  Law  School  in  1898.  He  spent  the 
following  year  at  Harvard  Law  School,  where  he 
took  a  special  course. 

In  July,  1899,  he  opened  his  law  office  in  Water- 
bury  where  he  met  with  immediate  success.  He  was 
soon  recognized  as  an  outstanding  lawyer  and  his 
brilliant  mind  and  engaging  personality  won  him  the 
friendship  and  admiration  of  the  public  as  well  as  of 
his  fellow  members  of  the  bar.  He  was  appointed 
prosecuting  attorney  for  the  City  of  Water  bury  in 
1904  and  discharged  the  duties  of  this  office  in  such 
a  manner  that  his  reputation  for  fearlessness  and  fair¬ 
ness  became  firmly  established.  He  resigned  as  prose¬ 
cuting  attorney  in  1910  to  accept  a  four  year 
appointment  as  Judge  of  the  district  court  and  here 
again  he  demonstrated  his  extraordinary  ability  and 
his  profound  knowledge  of  law.  When  his  term 
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expired  he  was  reappointed  for  another  four  years, 
but  ill  health  forced  him  to  resign  in  1916. 

The  Waterbury  Bar  Association  upon  that  occasion 
tendered  him  a  banquet  and  many  expressions  of 
regret  for  the  loss  of  his  services,  as  well  as  tributes 
to  the  high  standard  of  ethics  which  he  always  main¬ 
tained  and  insisted  upon  were  heard.  Judge  Meigs 
was  by  nature  unostentatious  and  modest  but  it  must 
have  been  a  source  of  pride  and  satisfaction  to  him  to 
hear  himself  referred  to  as: 

''One  who  has  by  his  official  conduct  merited 
the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  and  been  in  every 
way  an  honor  to  the  profession,  his  city  and 
himself”;  "A  judge  to  whom  it  made  no  difference 
what  ticket  you  voted,  at  what  shrine  you  wor¬ 
shipped,  or  what  your  nationality”;  and  "A  judge 
who  gave  everyone  the  fairest  and  squares t  kind 
of  a  deal.” 

Judge  Meig’s  health  did  not  permit  him  to  return 
to  private  practice  and  compelled  him  to  spend  much 
of  his  time  in  a  warmer  climate  than  is  found  in 
New  England.  He  did,  however,  continue  to  take  a 
keen  interest  in  public  and  civic  affairs  in  Waterbury 
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as  well  as  in  its  social  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Republican  Town  Committee,  and  the  Waterbury 
as  well  as  the  Connecticut  State  Bar  Association.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Waterbury  Club  and  served  at 
various  times  as  its  vice-president  and  on  the  board 
of  governors.  He  was  also  secretary  and  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Waterbury  Golf 
Association  in  which  he  took  a  special  interest.  His 
connection  with  the  Connecticut  branch  of  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution  afforded  him  much 
pleasure  and  fraternally  he  was  a  member  of 
Harmony  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  affiliated  with 
St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  in  Waterbury.  Judge 
Meigs  was  unmarried. 
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^rms:  Sable  a  fesse  between  three  falcons  volant,  or. 


Qrest:  Out  of  a  ducal  coronet  or  a  griffin’s  head  argent. 


,J[4oito:  Non  sibi  sed  patriae. 
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TOMLINSON 


/!*ILLIAM  TOMLINSON,  the  first  of  this 
line  of  whom  there  is  definite  record,  was 
an  early  settler  of  Derby,  Connecticut, 
^  where  he  is  listed  as  an  inhabitant  in 
1677.  The  names  of  his  parents  are  not  known.  Some 
authorities  claim  that  he  was  a  nephew  of  Henry 
Tomlinson  and  that  he  came  to  America  with  him. 
The  record  referred  to  above  is  dated  December  26, 
1 677,  and  reads  as  follows: 


"Att  a  town  meting  at  Derby  the  Town  have 
granted  to  William  Tomlinson  a  fifty  acre  allot¬ 
ment  according  as  ye  Community  ordered; 
provided  yt  he  Come  and  Settle  by  ye  first  of 
march  Next  and  built  a  sufficient  hous  to  inhabit 
constantly  upon  ye  place.” 


The  date  of  his  death  is  not  recorded.  He  married 
Abigail.  Surname  unknown. 

Sergeant  Isaac  Tomlinson,  son  of  William  and 
Abigail  Tomlinson,  was  born  about  1686  in  Derby 
where  he  died  January  27,  1754.  He  was  prominent 
in  civic  affairs  and  served  as  representative  in  the 
Legislature.  His  will,  dated  January  9,  1754,  was 
proved  in  February  of  that  year. 
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He  married,  March  25,  1712,  Pacience  Gailer. 

Captain  Isaac  Tomlinson,  son  of  Sergeant  Isaac 

and  Pacience  (Gailer)  Tomlinson,  was  born  in 
Derby,  October  16,  1723,  and  died  in  Woodbury, 
Connecticut,  December  29,  1806.  On  March  20, 
1756,  he  received  lot  76  in  a  division  of  a  tract  of 
land  in  Derby.  He  moved  to  Woodbury  in  1758/59 
where  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  first  company 
or  train  band  in  the  town.  He  marched  to  the  relief 
of  Boston  on  the  Lexington  Alarm,  April  19,  1775, 
and  on  May  1 5  of  that  year  he  enlisted  and  served 
under  General  Davis  Wooster  at  the  siege  of  Boston. 
He  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  in  Woodbury,  September 
16,  1777. 

He  married  (first),  January  17,  1749/50,  Sybella 
Russell.  She  died  May  29,  1774,  and  he  married 
(second)  Mary  Riggs  Hawkins. 

Children: 

(1)  David,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Sarah,  of  whom  further. 
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Honorable  David  Tomlinson,  son  of  Captain 
Isaac  and  Sybella  (Russell)  Tomlinson,  was  born  in 
Woodbury,  March  29,  1761,  and  died  in  Quaker 
Farms,  Oxford,  March  23,  1822.  When  about  twenty 
years  of  age  he  moved  to  Quaker  Farms  to  take  charge 
of  land  owned  by  his  father,  and  became  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  citizens  of  the  town.  He  was  a 
merchant,  and  also  engaged  in  the  West  Indies  trade 
and  as  owner  of  several  vessels  accumulated  a  large 
fortune  as  well  as  twenty-three  hundred  acres  of 
land,  mostly  in  the  town  of  Oxford.  He  was  a  man 
of  position  and  wealth,  and  prominent  in  State 
politics,  serving  eleven  terms  in  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  and  the  State  Senate. 

He  married  Lorena  Bacon,  daughter  of  Jabez  and 
Lydia  (Hunger ford)  Bacon.  She  was  born  in  Wood¬ 
bury,  December  29,  1766,  and  died  in  Quaker  Farms, 
Oxford,  October  2  5,  1837. 

Sarah  Tomlinson,  daughter  of  Captain  Isaac 
and  Sybella  (Russell)  Tomlinson,  was  born  in  Wood¬ 
bury,  May  12,  1765,  and  died  in  Quaker  Farms, 
Oxford,  December  13,  18  56.  She  married  (first). 


TOMLINSON 


June  24,  1786,  Dr.  Phineas  Meigs.  (See  Meigs  Line,) 
She  married  (second)  Dr.  John  Griswold,  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  in  Pawlet,  Vermont. 

Loren  A  Tomlinson,  daughter  of  Honorable 
David  and  Lorena  (Bacon)  Tomlinson,  was  born 
August  4,  1793,  and  died  March  8,  1826.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  in  1815,  Judge  Samuel  Meigs.  (See  Meigs  Line.) 


1  ” 


i^rms:  Gules  a  fesse  ermine  between  three  water  spaniels 

argent  each  holding  in  the  mouth  a  birdbolt  or. 

Qrest:  A  talbot  passant  gules  eared  or,  holding  in  the 

mouth  a  birdbolt  of  the  last. 


RIGGS 


^DWARD  RIGGS,  immigrant  ancestor  and 
12  founder  of  the  family  in  America,  was 
■C  born  in  England  about  1590  and  died  in 
^  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was 
buried  March  5,  1671/72.  He  arrived  in  Boston  in 
1633  with  his  wife,  his  two  sons  and  four  daughters, 
and  became  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Roxbury, 
where  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community  and  was  a  member  of  Reverend  John 
Eliot’s  church.  He  became  a  freeman  May  14,  1634. 
His  home  was  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  the  old 
Dorchester  road  and  according  to  the  "Records  of 
House  and  Lands  in  Roxbury,”  he  was  the  owner  of 
twelve  acres  of  land  in  1654. 

He  married,  in  England,  Eliza,  who  died  in 
Roxbury  in  163  5.  The  date  of  her  birth  and  names 
of  her  parents  are  unknown. 

Sergeant  Edward  Riggs,  son  of  Edward  and 
Eliza  Riggs,  was  born  in  England  about  1614  and 
died  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  in  1668.  He  came  to 
America  with  his  father  in  1633  and  served  in  the 
Pequot  War  in  1637.  He  distinguished  himself  by 


RIGGS 


rescuing  a  body  of  troops  from  an  Indian  ambush  and 
was  promoted  to  sergeant  for  his  bravery. 

He  moved  from  Roxbury  to  Milford,  Connecticut, 
in  1640  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  who  in  165  5 
purchased  Paugussett,  which  later  became  Derby, 
Connecticut,  from  the  Indians  and  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  first  two  settlers.  He  built  his  home  and  a 
strong  stockade  around  it  in  that  section  of  the  new 
settlement  which  later  became  known  as  Riggs  Hill. 
This  home  also  became  a  famous  landmark  because 
of  the  fact  that  the  Regicides  often  were  concealed 
there  by  Sergeant  Riggs  when  it  was  considered 
unsafe  for  them  to  remain  in  New  Haven.  The 
property  remained  in  possession  of  his  descendants 
for  several  generations. 

Sergeant  Riggs  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Newark, 
New  Jersey,  in  1665  when  he,  with  other  pioneers 
from  Milford,  Guilford,  New  Haven  and  Branford, 
formed  this  new  colony.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  there  and  his  wife,  who  accompanied  him,  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  white  woman  who  lived 
in  that  place.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Newark 
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RIGGS 


town  committee,  May  21,  1666,  and  on  February  6, 
1667,  he  drew  lot  number  18  as  his  homestead.  He 
was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  "fundamental  agree¬ 
ments”  of  the  community  on  June  24,  1667,  the 
record  of  which  is  preserved  in  the  first  Minute  Book 
in  Newark.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  first  board 
of  selectmen  and  on  the  list  of  original  ratings  his 
estate  is  valued  at  three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 

Sergeant  Edward  Riggs  married  Elizabeth  Roosa 
of  Boston. 

Ensign  Samuel  Riggs,  son  of  Sergeant  and 
Elizabeth  (Roosa)  Riggs,  was  born  in  Milford  about 
1640  and  died  in  Derby  between  November  13,  1732, 
the  date  of  his  will,  and  May  2,  1734,  the  date  on 
which  it  was  proved.  He  lived  on  the  homestead  on 
Riggs  Hill  and  between  1678  and  1680  purchased 
land  from  the  Indians  in  that  section  where  later  the 
Town  of  Oxford  was  founded.  He  served  as  ensign, 
representative  in  the  Legislature,  and  as  justice  of 
the  peace. 

He  married,  June  14,  1667,  Sarah  Baldwin, 
daughter  of  Sergeant  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Baldwin 


RIGGS 


of  Guilford.  She  was  born  April  1,  1649,  and 
evidently  survived  him,  as  she  is  mentioned  in  his  will. 

Ebenezer  Riggs,  son  of  Ensign  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Baldwin)  Riggs,  was  born  in  1678  in  Derby,  where 
he  died.  May  11,  1712.  He  settled  in  Derby  and  made 
his  home  on  two  hundred  acres  of  land  deeded  him  by 
his  father  in  December,  1708.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the 
church  and  active  in  civic  affairs. 

He  married  Lois  Hawkins,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Abigail  (Holbrook)  Hawkins  of  Derby.  She  was 
born  November  6,  1681,  the  date  of  her  death  is 
not  recorded. 

Ebenezer  Riggs,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Lois 
(Hawkins)  Riggs,  was  born  in  Derby,  April  15, 
1707,  and  died  in  1780.  He  moved  to  Oxford  and 
when  this  settlement  became  a  separate  parish  in  May, 
1741,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  first  prudential 
committee.  He  also  was  active  in  the  church,  which 
he  served  as  deacon. 

He  married,  July  5 ,  173  3,  Rachel  Peck,  daughter 
of  Deacon  Jeremiah  and  Rachel  (Richards)  Peck. 


RIGGS 


She  was  born  in  Waterbury,  May  10,  1709.  The  date 
of  her  death  is  not  recorded. 

Captain  Ebenezer  Riggs,  son  of  Ebenezer  and 
Rachel  (Peck)  Riggs,  was  born  January  22,  1748,  in 
Derby,  where  he  died  in  1828.  He  was  prominent 
and  active  in  all  community  affairs,  serving  as  first 
selectman,  captain  of  the  militia  and  as  deacon  of 
the  church.  He  is  listed  as  a  freeman  of  Oxford  and 
served  as  selectman  in  1798  when  Oxford,  which 
until  then  had  been  a  parish  of  Derby,  became  incor¬ 
porated  as  a  separate  town.  He  was  also  a  representa¬ 
tive  in  the  Legislature  in  1800,  1801  and  1805. 

Captain  Ebenezer  Riggs  married  Anne  Thompson, 
daughter  of  Colonel  Jabez  and  Sarah  (Gunn) 
Thompson.  She  was  born  March  5,  1753,  and  died  in 
Derby  in  1812. 

Ebenezer  Anson  Riggs,  son  of  Captain  Ebenezer 
and  Anne  (Thompson)  Riggs,  was  born  in  1781  and 
died  January  17,  1808.  He  married,  April  1,  1802, 
Sabra  Holbrook,  daughter  of  Philo  and  Anah 
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RIGGS 


(Wooster)  Holbrook.  She  was  born  May  2,  1784,  and 
died  August  17,  1865. 

Ebenezer  Riggs,  son  of  Ebenezer  Anson  and 
Sabra  (Holbrook)  Riggs,  was  born  January  26, 
1808,  in  Oxford  where  he  died  December  12,  1878. 
He  served  in  the  State  Legislature  and  was  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  citizen,  noted  for  his  benevolence  and 
hospitality.  He  married  (first),  December  9,  1827, 
Julia  Maria  Davis.  (See  Davis  Line.)  He  married 
(second),  March  5,  1846,  Frances  A.  Clark  of 
Middlebury. 

Bernice  Riggs,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Julia 
Maria  (Davis)  Riggs,  was  born  in  Oxford,  July  12, 
1841,  and  died  in  Waterbury,  May  2,  1918.  She  was 
a  school  teacher  before  her  marriage,  January  3,  1867, 
to  Charles  Augustus  Meigs.  (See  Meigs  Line.) 


^ylrms:  Quarterly  1st  and  4th:  Gules,  on  a  bend  argent 

a  lion  passant  sable  armed  and  langued  gules. 
2nd:  Argent,  a  lion  rampant  sable  armed  and 
langued  gules.  3d:  Or,  a  lion  rampant  gules  armed 
and  langued  of  the  first. 

Qre^t:  A  lion’s  head  erased  quarterly  argent  and  sable 

langued  gules. 

zJ^otto:  Heb  Dhuw  heb  ddym,  Dhuw  a  digon. 


DAVIS 


OHN  DAVIS,  immigrant  ancestor  of  the 
line  hereinafter  under  consideration,  was  of 
Welsh  origin.  The  names  of  his  parents  and 
the  date  of  his  birth  are  unknown  and  the 
first  record  of  him  in  America  is  found  in  Derby, 
where  he  settled  in  1671,  and  died  about  1711.  His 
will  was  probated  in  1712. 


He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  Derby  where 
he  was  known  as  "the  Welshman”  and  is  frequently 
mentioned  in  the  town  records  as  being  active  in 
civic  affairs  and  as  a  large  landowner.  In  1707  he  was 
assigned  to  the  third  seat  in  the  meeting  house,  proof 
that  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  in 
the  community. 


He  married  (first)  Abigail,  surname  unknown, 
(second).  May  12,  1691,  Mrs.  Mary  Gunn  and 
(third)  Abigail  Tibbals,  daughter  of  John  Tibbals 
of  Milford,  Connecticut. 


John  Davis,  Jr.,  son  of  John  and  Abigail  Davis, 
was  born  probably  in  Derby  about  1676  and  died 
in  1767.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  been  active  in 


DAVIS 


the  affairs  of  the  town  and  the  only  mention  of  him 
in  the  records  is  found  in  1696  and  again  in  1710 
when  he  signed  petitions  for  allotments. 

He  married,  July  15,  1706,  Sarah  Chatfield, 
daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Harger)  Chatfield.  She 
was  born  December  5,  1686,  and  died  June  20,  1721. 

Captain  Joseph  Davis,  son  of  John,  Jr.  and 
Sarah  (Chatfield)  Davis,  was  born  June  30,  1709. 
The  date  of  his  death  is  not  known.  He  was  active  in 
the  Colonial  militia  in  which  he  was  commissioned 
ensign  in  1750  and  promoted  captain  of  the  first 
company  in  Oxford  in  1754. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  St.  Peter’s  Church 
in  Oxford  and  according  to  the  ''Genealogy  of  the 
Descendants  of  Col.  John  Davis,”  by  George  T.  Davis, 
donated  the  land  on  which  the  church  was  built. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  deed  which  is  dated 
December  22,  1776. 

"I,  Joseph  Davis  of  Derby,  in  the  parish  of 
Oxford,  for  a  valuable  consideration  of  current 
money  —  received  by  Abel  Gunn  and  William 
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DAVIS 


Bunnell,  church  wardens,  of  the  parish  of 
Oxford,  —  do  give,  grant  and  confirm  unto  them 
and  to  others  of  the  parishioners  of  the  Church 
of  England,  in  said  Oxford,  one  certain  tract  of 
land  known  by  the  name  of  Meeting-house  Lot, 
lying  near  Oxford  meeting-house,  being  by 
estimate  five  acres,  —  to  have  and  to  hold  to 
the  said  Abel  Gunn,  Benjamin  Bunnell,  and  all 
the  rest  of  the  professors  of  the  Church  of 
England,  in  said  Oxford.” 

According  to  the  Davis  genealogy  the  phrase  "for 
a  valuable  consideration’’  in  the  deed  was  required  in 
order  to  make  it  binding,  and  in  all  probability  was 
then,  as  now,  the  value  of  one  dollar. 

In  1888  a  brass  tablet  was  placed  in  the  church  in 
honor  of  Captain  Davis’  memory. 

He  married  (first),  April  2  5,  1734,  Mary 

Wheeler,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lois  Wheeler  of 
Stratford,  Connecticut.  She  was  born  May  30,  1714, 
and  died  January  18,  1764.  He  married  (second) 
Mrs.  Amy  Foote  of  Newtown,  Connecticut. 

Colonel  John  Davis,  son  of  Captain  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Wheeler)  Davis,  was  born  February  2,  1749, 
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in  Oxford,  where  he  died  November  27,  1848.  He 
was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Oxford  and  gained  great 
distinction  in  Colonial  military  affairs.  He  was  com¬ 
missioned  lieutenant  in  1785;  captain  in  1798 ;  major 
in  1804  and  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  in  1807, 
of  the  32nd  Connecticut  regiment. 

He  married,  April  10,  1782,  Mehitable  Thomas, 
daughter  of  Captain  Reuben  and  Rhoda  (Clinton) 
Thomas  of  New  Haven.  She  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
April  13,  1764,  and  died  in  Oxford,  December  27, 
1852. 

Julia  Maria  Davis,  daughter  of  Colonel  John 
and  Mehitable  (Thomas)  Davis,  was  born  July  4, 
1 8 1 0,  in  Oxford  where  she  died  August  9,  1844.  She 
married,  December  9,  1827,  Ebenezer  Riggs.  (See 
Riggs  Line, ) 


METCALF 


^rms:  Argent,  on  a  fesse  wavy,  between 

three  calves,  passant  sable,  a  sword 
fesseways, 

Qrest:  A  talbot  sejant  sable  the  dexter  paw 

supporting  a  shield  or,  thereon  a  hand 
issuing  from  clouds,  holding  a  pen. 

(Matthews'  General  Armoury  and  Blue  Book.) 


original  seat  of  the  Metcalf  family  in 
I  England  is  in  Yorkshire,  where,  accord- 

ing  to  tradition,  land  was  awarded  to 
Arkefrith  who  came  to  England  from 
Denmark  with  King  Canute  in  1016.  The  surname 
is  found  in  early  records  in  various  spellings,  among 
them  Metkalff,  Mydcalfe,  Meitcalve  and  Medcalf. 

Michael  Metcalf,  immigrant  ancestor  of  the 
line  hereinafter  followed,  was  born  in  Tatterford, 
Norfolk  County,  England,  June  17,  1587,  and  died 
in  Dedham,  Massachusetts,  December  27,  1664.  He 
was  made  a  freeman  of  Norwich,  England,  June  2 1 , 
1618,  and  was  a  dornix  weaver,  said  to  have  employed 
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METCALF 


about  one  hundred  men  in  the  manufacture  of  heavy 
tapestry  used  for  curtains  and  hangings.  He  was  a 
non-conformist  and  because  of  persecution  decided 
to  flee  to  New  England.  He  and  his  family  took 
passage  in  a  ship  which  sailed  from  London, 
September  17,  1636,  but  on  account  of  severe  storms 
was  obliged  to  return.  On  April  15,  1637,  he  again 
took  passage  in  the  ""John  and  Dorothy”  which  sailed 
from  Yarmouth  on  that  date  and  arrived  in  New 
England  during  the  summer.  He  settled  in  Dedham, 
Massachusetts,  and  brought  with  him  a  great  chest 
which  remained  in  possession  of  his  descendants  until 
1887  when  it  was  presented  to  the  Dedham  Historical 
Society. 

Michael  Metcalf  became  prominent  in  the  Colony 
and  was  admitted  a  freeman.  He  joined  the  church 
in  1637  and  served  as  selectman  in  1641.  The 
inventory  of  his  estate,  dated  February  1,  1665, 
amounted  to  three  hundred  sixty-four  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings  and  five  pence. 

He  married  (first)  in  Hingham,  England,  October 
13,  1616,  Sarah  Elwyn,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
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Elisabeth  Elwyn.  She  was  born  June  17,  1593,  and 
died  in  Dedham,  November  3  0,  1644.  He  married 
(second),  August  31,  1645,  Mary  Pidge,  a  widow, 
of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts. 

Michael  Metcalf,  son  of  Michael  and  Sarah 
(Elwyn)  Metcalf,  was  born  in  Norwich,  England, 
and  baptized  in  St.  Benedict’s  Parish,  August  29, 
1 620.  He  died  December  24,  1 654,  in  Dedham,  where 
he  was  admitted  a  freeman  May  13,1 642.  He  married, 
March  2,  1644,  Mary  Fairbanks.  She  was  born 
probably  in  Stafford,  England,  in  1622  and  died  in 
Dedham,  March  26,  1654. 

Jonathan  Metcalf,  son  of  Michael  and  Mary 
(Fairbanks)  Metcalf,  was  born  September  21,  1650, 
in  Dedham  where  he  died  May  27,  1727.  He  served 
as  deacon  in  the  church  and  married,  April  10,  1674, 
Hannah  Kenric.  She  died  in  Dedham,  December  23, 
1731. 

Deacon  Jonathan  Metcalf,  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Hannah  (Kenric)  Metcalf,  was  born  in  Dedham, 
March  16,  1675,  and  died  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut, 
March  23,  1738.  He  settled  about  1703  in  Lebanon 
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where  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and 
in  the  town  records  is  referred  to  as  "Esquire.”  His 
tombstone  bears  the  following  inscription:  "Here  lies 
the  body  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Metcalf,  a  virtuous 
Christian  and  generous  merchant  and  benefactor  of 
the  Church  and  First  Society  in  Lebanon.” 

He  married,  January  15,  1703,  Hannah  Avery, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Avery.  She  was  born 
in  Dedham,  July  11,  1679,  and  died  in  Lebanon, 
November  9,  175  5. 

Jonathan  Metcalf,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Hannah  (Avery)  Metcalf,  was  born  August  10, 
1704,  in  Lebanon,  where  he  died  January  23,  1782. 
He  lived  his  entire  life  in  Lebanon,  where  he  married, 
November  2,  1727,  Lydia  Hyde,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Calkins)  Hyde.  She  was  born  about 
1710  in  Lebanon  where  she  died  October  7,  1793. 

Samuel  Metcalf,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Lydia 
(Hyde)  Metcalf,  was  born  in  Lebanon,  May  13, 
1732,  and  died  in  Royalton,  Vermont,  February  10, 
1814.  He  owned  a  farm  in  the  Pannock  Hill  section 
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of  Lebanon  and  moved  to  Royalton  about  1781.  He 
married,  February  16,  1756,  Mehitable  Hammond, 
daughter  of  Caleb  and  Mary  (Brewster)  Hammond. 
She  was  born  in  Lebanon,  May  4,  1730,  and  died  in 
Royalton. 

Samuel  Metcalf,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mehitable 
(Hammond)  Metcalf,  was  born  in  Lebanon,  April 
20,  1763,  and  died  in  Tunbridge,  Vermont,  February 
22,  18  5  5.  He  served  as  a  soldier  during  the  Revolution 
in  the  Connecticut  militia  and  was  pensioned  August 
31,  1833.  He  later  settled  in  Royalton  where  he  was 
a  saddler,  and  raised  a  large  family.  He  married 
(first) ,  January  4,  1790,  Jane  Sterling.  She  was  born 
in  Kingston,  now  Granville,  Vermont,  in  1764  and 
died  in  Royalton,  August  18,  1814.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  six  were  sons.  Of 
these  George  Sterling,  undoubtedly,  is  next  in  line  of 
this  branch  of  the  Metcalf  family,  but  this  can  not 
be  definitely  established  as  the  records  in  Tunbridge 
and  Royalton  are  incomplete  for  that  period. 

William  James  Metcalf,  probably  son  of  George 
Sterling  Metcalf  and  grandson  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
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(Sterling)  Metcalf,  was  born  in  Tunbridge  but  the 
dates  of  his  birth  and  death  are  not  recorded.  He 
apparently  lived  in  Tunbridge  all  his  life  and  married, 
about  18  50,  Abigail  Curtis  of  Rutland,  Vermont. 

William  Curtis  Metcalf,  son  of  William  James 
and  Abigail  (Curtis)  Metcalf,  was  born  in  Tun¬ 
bridge,  October  19,  18  54,  and  died  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  November  13,  1943.  He  lived  for  some  years 
in  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  later  in  Atlanta,  Georgia 
and  in  Anniston,  Alabama,  and  during  his  active 
business  life  was  engaged  in  banking.  He  eventually 
moved  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  retirement.  He  married  Mary 
Ellen  Coughlin. 

William  James  Metcalf,  son  of  William  Curtis 
and  Mary  Ellen  (Coughlin)  Metcalf,  was  born  in 
Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  September  1,  1882,  and  died 
in  Stamford,  Connecticut,  January  29,  1923.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  in  1902  joined  the  staff  of  the  Yale  &  Towne 
Manufacturing  Company  as  a  salesman.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  showed  marked  executive  ability  and  was  placed 
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in  charge  of  the  Company’s  plant  in  Washington 
where  he  remained  until  1908  when  he  was  promoted 
to  manager  of  the  office  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
When  his  office  was  discontinued  a  fey  years  later 
Mr.  Metcalf  became  assistant  to  the  general  sales 
manager,  with  headquarters  in  New  York  City.  He 
remained  in  this  capacity  until  1914  when  he  was 
called  to  Stamford  where,  after  various  promotions, 
he  became  assistant  to  the  president,  which  position 
he  held  at  the  time  of  his  untimely  death. 

Mr.  Metcalf  was  a  man  of  unusual  ability  whose 
keen  foresight  and  sound  judgment  were  valuable 
assets  in  the  management  of  the  Yale  &  Towne  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company.  His  pleasing  personality  and 
sense  of  fairness  made  him  beloved  and  respected 
by  executives  as  well  as  employees.  As  president  of 
the  Trefoil  Club  he  was  in  close  contact  with  the 
men  in  the  shop  who  always  felt  at  liberty  to  come 
to  him  with  their  grievances  and  problems  and  it 
was  no  secret  in  the  organization  that  Mr.  Metcalf 
was  slated  to  be  the  next  president  of  the  Yale  & 
Towne  Manufacturing  Company. 
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The  following  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Industrial 
Council  of  the  Yale  &  Towne  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  is  indicative  of  the  high  regard  in  which  he 
was  held. 

''Resolved:  That  in  the  untimely  passing 
away  of  William  J.  Metcalf,  the  Industrial 
Council  has  lost  a  forceful  and  valuable  member 
who  occupied  a  seat  in  the  body  as  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Management  from  its  inception;  that 
we  record  our  appreciation  of  the  sterling 
qualities  of  manhood  exhibited  by  him  in  the 
performance  of  every  duty  that  devolved  upon 
him. 

"We  mourn  his  death  as  a  loss  of  a  friend  who 
possessed  a  character  worthy  of  emulation,  and 
we  shall  cherish  his  memory  as  an  inspiration  to 
a  fuller  appreciation  and  understanding  of  the 
true  relation  between  employer  and  employee, 
which  shall  manifest  itself  in  a  larger  degree  of 
mutual  respect  and  confidence.” 

Mr.  Metcalf  was  actively  interested  in  his  com¬ 
munity  and  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Associated 
Charities  and  as  vestryman  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Woodway  Golf 
and  Country  Club  and  of  the  Suburban  Club. 
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He  married,  June  12,  1907,  June  Chase  Clark, 
daughter  of  Charles  Andrew  and  Sarah  Jane  Clark. 
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^^^OCTOR  HENRY  LE  BARON  PETERS, 

cv  i  William  and  Alice  Maud  (Peters) 

Peters,  was  born  in  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  Canada,  October  21,  1882, 
and  died  in  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  August  2, 
1940.  He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  public 
and  private  schools  and  graduated  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  New  Brunswick  in  1903  with  the  degree 
of  B.A.  Having  decided  on  a  career  in  medicine,  for 
which  he  seemed  to  have  a  remarkable  aptitude,  he 
immediately  entered  McGill  University  in  Montreal 
and  received  his  M.D.  degree  in  1907.  After  a  two 
year  interneship  in  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  in 
Montreal  he  came  to  New  York  in  1909  and  did 
further  post  graduate  work  at  the  City  Hospital  for 
one  year.  By  this  time  Dr.  Peters  had  decided  to 
specialize  in  pathology  and  bacteriology  and  soon 
entered  the  Russell  Sage  Institute  of  Pathology  where 
he  became  assistant  to  Professor  Oertl  and  remained 
until  1912. 

Equipped  with  a  splendid  education  and  a  back¬ 
ground  of  vast  experience,  Dr.  Peters  came  to  Bridge- 
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port  in  1912  and  organized  the  Department  of 
Pathology  and  Bacteriology  at  the  Bridgeport 
Hospital.  He  also  established  himself  in  private 
practice  and  soon  became  recognized  as  one  of  the 
outstanding  members  of  the  profession.  During 
World  War  I  Dr.  Peters  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Fairfield  County  medical  advisory  board. 

In  spite  of  a  large  private  practice  Dr.  Peters  main¬ 
tained  his  interest  in  the  growth  and  development  of 
the  Bridgeport  Hospital,  where  as  an  attending 
physician  he  was  constantly  recommending  and  insti¬ 
tuting  means  for  improvement  in  scientific  research 
as  well  as  for  service  to  the  public  and  was  responsible 
for  the  establishment  of  the  tumor  clinic.  He  was 
actively  interested  in  establishing  these  clinics  in  other 
hospitals  throughout  the  State  and  in  Bridgeport 
where  he  also  served  on  the  consulting  staff  of  St. 
Vincent’s  Hospital. 

Dr.  Peters  was  often  called  on  for  consultation  by 
his  colleagues,  who  as  well  as  his  patients,  had  great 
confidence  in  and  respect  for  his  judgment  and 
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opinion.  The  following  is  quoted  from  an  article  in 
the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Journal: 

‘‘Doctor  Peters,  was  one  of  the  ablest  diagnos¬ 
ticians  in  the  country.  He  had  a  clean  cut  way 
of  going  at  a  medical  problem  and  a  fund  of 
common  sense  that  seemed  to  guide  him  in  his 
decisions.” 

Dr.  Peters  was  at  all  times  ready  to  give  his  profes¬ 
sion  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge  and  experience.  He 
delivered  many  lectures  before  medical  conventions 
and  societies  and  was  especially  interested  in  giving 
instruction  to  young  doctors  in  whom  he  detected 
ability.  He  also  frequently  wrote  articles  for  medical 
journals,  some  of  which  were  published  in  book  and 
pamphlet  form.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned: 
''Secondary  Tumors  of  the  Heart”;  "Regeneration  of 
Island  of  Langerhans”;  "Natural  Antisheep  Ambo¬ 
ceptor  in  Human  Serum”;  "Malignant  Ulcerative 
Gonococcic  Endocarditis”  and  "Sympathogonioma  of 
the  Adrenal”. 

Dr.  Peters  was  appointed  medical  examiner  for  the 
City  of  Bridgeport  in  1924  and  held  this  position  at 
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the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  The  Connecticut 
State  Medical  Association,  the  Fairfield  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Bridgeport  Medical  Society  and 
the  Society  for  the  Study  of  Hay  Fever  and  Asthma. 
He  was  also  a  Fellow  of  the  American  College  of 
Physicians.  Socially  he  belonged  to  the  Brooklawn 
Country  Club,  the  Fairfield  County  Hunt  Club  and 
the  Phi  Delta  Theta  fraternity. 

Dr.  Peters  married  in  Bridgeport,  July  29,  1916, 
Marguerite  Alvord  Bishop,  daughter  of  Henry  Alfred 
and  Jessie  Alvord  (Trubee)  Bishop.  (See  Bishop 
Line, ) 

Children: 

(1)  Henry  Walker,  born  December  7,  1917;  mar¬ 
ried,  November  2,  1940,  Nancy  Klosterman, 
daughter  of  Harry  and  Ann  (Weisenberger) 
Klosterman,  born  May  4,  1917. 

Child : 

Barry  William,  born  May  14,  1946. 

(2)  William  Charles,  born  September  19,  1920; 
married,  January  26,  1946,  Mary  Eileen  Neary, 


PETERS 


daughter  of  James  Francis  and  Louise  Amelia 
(Johnson)  Neary,  born  April  20,  1923. 

Child : 

Kathleen  Louise,  born  November  21,  1946. 
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EVEREND  JOHN  BISHOP  of  Stamford, 
Connecticut,  is  the  first  member  of  the 
family  hereinafter  under  consideration  of 
^  whom  there  is  definite  record.  Extensive 
research  has  failed  to  discover  the  names  of  his  parents 
or  to  establish  his  birthplace,  which  some  authorities 
give  as  England,  and  others  as  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
They  do,  however,  agree  that  he  was  born  about 
1610  and  it  is  known  that  he  died  in  Stamford  in 
1694.  He  was  a  Puritan  Divine  and  is  said  to  have 
been  a  school  master  and  student  of  theology  in 
Taunton,  Massachusetts,  about  1630. 


It  is  not  know  when  he  came  to  Boston.  It 
was,  however,  prior  to  1 643  as  in  that  year  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Stamford  sent  two  men.  Lieutenant 
Francis  Bell  and  George  Slauson,  to  Boston  "to 
converse  and  agree”  with  Reverend  Bishop  and  induce 
him  to  come  to  Stamford  as  minister  of  their  new 
settlement.  It  is  also  said  that  these  two  men  made 
their  way  through  the  "wilderness”  to  Boston  on 
foot  and  that  Reverend  Bishop  returned  with  them 
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to  Stamford  in  the  same  manner,  carrying  his  Bible 
under  his  arm. 

Reverend  Bishop  remained  in  Stamford  the  rest 
of  his  life  and  gained  a  reputation  as  "an  eminent 
Divine  and  a  scholar.”  His  parish  was  not  confined 
to  the  settlement  of  Stamford  and  he  preached  "all 
the  way  from  Norwalk  to  the  borders  of  New  York.” 
It  was  reported  to  the  General  Court  at  New  Haven 
in  1 6  5  9  that  Reverend  Bishop’s  tasks  were  so  arduous 
that  he  was  contemplating  leaving  and  the  Court  sent 
a  commission  to  Stamford  "to  remove  whatever  mav 

hinder  the  work  of  God”  under  Reverend  Bishop’s 
care.  Except  for  three  years,  when  he  was  assisted  by 
Reverend  Eliphalet  Jones,  he  carried  on  alone 
throughout  the  forty-eight  years  of  his  pastorate. 

Reverend  John  Bishop  married  (first),  in  Stam¬ 
ford,  Rebecca,  whose  surname  is  not  known.  He 
married  (second)  Joanna  (Boyce)  Pruden,  widow  of 
Reverend  Peter  Pruden  of  Milford,  Connecticut. 

Benjamin  Bishop,  son  of  Reverend  John  and 
Rebecca  Bishop,  was  born  about  1668  and  died 
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January  2  5,  1727.  He  married,  June  6,  1696.  in 
Stamford,  Susanna  Pierson. 

Pierson  Bishop,  probably  son  or  grandson  of 
Benjamin  and  Susanna  (Pierson)  Bishop,  was  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Stamford  in  1790.  He  married  Hannah  Finch. 

« 

William  Bishop,  son  of  Pierson  and  Hannah 
(Finch)  Bishop,  was  born  June  23,  1769,  in  Stam¬ 
ford,  where  he  died  February  24,  1844.  He  married, 
March  31,  1796,  Susanna  Scofield,  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Nichols)  Scofield.  She  was  born  December 
19,  1773,  and  died  in  18  52  in  Bridgeport,  Connec¬ 
ticut. 

Alfred  Bishop,  son  of  William  and  Susanna 
(Scofield)  Bishop,  was  born  in  Stamford,  December 
21,  1798,  and  died  in  Saratoga,  New  York,  June  11, 

1 849.  As  a  young  man  he  taught  in  the  public  schools 
of  Stamford  for  a  short  time  and  then  moved  to 

Morris  County,  New  Jersey,  where  he  became  one  of 
the  foremost  railroad  contractors  of  his  day. 

In  1847  he  undertook  the  construction  of  the 
New  York  and  New  Haven  Railroad  and  thus  estab- 
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lished  himself  as  one  of  the  outstanding  pioneers 
among  the  great  railroad  builders  in  America.  Un¬ 
fortunately  he  did  not  live  to  see  the  completion  of 
this  vast  project  as  his  death  took  place  a  month* 
before  the  formal  opening  of  the  road.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors,  held  in  1849,  a  resolution 
paying  tribute  to  Mr.  Bishop’s  memory  was  adopted. 
It  said  in  part  "the  work  which  owes  its  execution 
to  him  will  be  a  monument  to  carry  down  his  name 
with  honor  to  the  future.” 

Alfred  Bishop  married,  October  11,  1821,  in 
Greenwich,  Connecticut,  Mary  Ferris,  daughter  of 
Ethan  Ferris. 

Honorable  William  Darius  Bishop,  son  of 
Alfred  and  Mary  (Ferris)  Bishop,  was  born  in  Bloom¬ 
field,  New  Jersey,  September  14,  1827,  and  died  in 
Bridgeport,  February  4,  1904.  He  entered  Yale 
College  in  1845  where  he  became  prominent  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Linonia  Society,  and  as  a  political  debater. 
He  graduated  in  1849  with  the  degree  of  A.B.  and, 
as  the  death  of  his  father  took  place  in  June  of  that 
year,  he  temporarily  abandoned  his  desire  to  study 
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law  and  entered  his  father’s  construction  firm  taking 
over  the  latter’s  unfinished  contracts. 

It  has  been  said  of  Mr.  Bishop  that  he  was  "a  natural 
born  railroad  man.”  In  18  5  5  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  Naugatuck  Railroad  which  he  developed  into 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  railroad  properties  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  elected  president  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  in  1867  and 
served  until  1879  when  he  became  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  in  which  office  he  continued  until 
his  death.  During  his  administration  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  became  one  of  the  most 
powerful  corporations  and  financially  one  of  the 
soundest  railroads  in  the  United  States. 

In  1870,  having  completed  his  study  of  law  which 
had  been  interrupted  by  his  father’s  death,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Connecticut. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bishop  was  a  staunch  Democrat.  He 
was  elected  to  Congress  in  18  57  and  served  one  term. 
In  1 8  5  9  he  was  appointed  United  States  Commissioner 
of  Patents  by  President  Buchanan.  He  was  a  member 
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of  the  Connecticut  State  House  of  Representatives  in 
1866  and  1871  and  of  the  State  Senate  from  1877  to 
1878.  In  1884  he  organized  the  Eastern  Railroad 
Association  and  served  as  its  president  until  his  death. 

The  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
Company  enjoyed  a  long  and  uninterrupted  period 
of  prosperity  while  members  of  the  Bishop  family 
were  in  control  and  from  1867  to  1904,  a  period  of 
thirty-seven  years,  the  system  under  Mr.  Bishop’s 
administration  was  brought  to  its  peak  of  develop¬ 
ment.  He  retired  from  active  office  in  1903  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  William  D.  Bishop,  Jr.,  but 
continued  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  until 
his  death  the  following  year. 

William  Darius  Bishop  married  in  Bridgeport, 
October  21,  18  50,  Julia  Ann  Tomlinson,  daughter 
of  Russell  and  Martha  Hitchcock  Tomlinson.  She 
was  born  in  Bridgeport  in  1832  and  died  in  Lenox, 
Massachusetts,  October  9,  1906. 

Henry  Alfred  Bishop,  son  of  Honorable  William 
Darius  and  Julia  Ann  (Tomlinson)  Bishop,  was  born 
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December  4,  1860,  in  Bridgeport  where  he  died 
October  22,  1934.  He  was  educated  at  the  Hillside 
School  in  Bridgeport,  the  Hurlburt  School  in  Lime 
Rock,  General  William  H.  Russell’s  Military  School 
in  New  Haven  and  entered  Yale  University  in  1880. 
He  left  college  in  1881  and  secured  a  position  as 
general  ticket  agent  of  the  Naugatuck  Railroad  of 
which  he  became  purchasing  agent  in  1883  and 
assistant  superintendent  in  188  5.  In  1886  he  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  Housatonic  Railroad 
and  in  1 8  87  purchasing  agent  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  where  he  remained  until 
1902  when  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  West 
Virginia  Central  and  Pittsburg  &  Western  Maryland 
Railroad. 

In  1903  Mr.  Bishop  resigned  from  active  participa¬ 
tion  in  railroad  management  and  turned  his  attention 
to  other  business  enterprises.  At  various  times  he 
served  as  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  and 
first  vice-president  of  the  J.  L.  Mott  Company  of 
New  York,  and  as  trustee  and  second  vice-president 
of  the  Mott  Iron  Works  of  New  York  and  Trenton, 
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New  Jersey.  He  was  also  president  of  the  McNab 
Company  and  the  Collin  Valve  Company,  vice- 
president  of  the  Pacific  Iron  Works;  Connecticut 
Press-McNab  Company;  Clapp  Fire  Resisting  Paint 
Company;  Herrick  Complete  Combustion  Company 
and  the  Brady  Brass  Company;  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Automatic  Machine 
Company  and  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com¬ 
pany.  He  served  as  trustee  of  the  Bridgeport  People’s 
Savings  Bank  and  the  Keystone  Brake  Shoe  Company 
and  as  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  Trust 
Company  of  Bridgeport,  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  the  Westchester  Street  Railway  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Porto  Rico  Gas  Company,  the  American 
District  Telephone  Company  of  New  Jersey,  the 
Connecticut  National  Bank,  the  Read  Carpet  Com¬ 
pany,  the  American  Graphophone  Company  and  the 
Connecticut  Metal  Company. 

In  politics  he  was  a  strong  Democrat,  as  his  father 
and  grandfather  had  been  before  him.  He  served  one 
term  as  alderman-at-large  in  Bridgeport  and  in  1886 
as  representative  to  the  State  Legislature.  In  1888 
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he  was  a  candidate  for  Secretary  of  State  and  in  1904 
for  Lieutenant-Governor.  He  also  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Bridgeport  Finance  Commission  and  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Bishop  took  an  active  interest  in  the  public 
and  civic  welfare.  He  served  as  president  of  the 
Bridgeport  Board  of  Trade  and  as  president  and 
director  of  the  Bridgeport  Public  Library.  He  was  a 
director  of  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  the  Bridgeport 
Hospital,  the  Connecticut  Humane  Society,  the 
Mountain  Grove  Cemetery  Association,  the  Brook- 
lawn  Corporation,  the  Bridgeport  Orphan  Asylum 
and  the  Ladies’  Charitable  Society. 

He  was  a  well-known  and  popular  club  man.  His 
memberships  included  the  Bridgeport  Yacht  Club, 
the  Park  City  Yacht  Club,  the  Seaside  Club,  the 
Brooklawn  Country  Club,  the  Algonquin  Club  and 
the  University  Club,  all  of  Bridgeport.  The  New  York 
Yacht  Club,  the  Union  Club,  the  Railroad  Club,  the 
Transportation  Club  and  the  Yale  Club,  all  of  New 
York.  The  Maryland  Club  of  Baltimore  and  the 
Metabetchouan  Fishing  and  Game  Club  of  Canada. 


BISHOP 


He  served  as  paymaster  of  the  Governor’s  Foot  Guard 
in  1 893  and  1894  and  was  a  member  of  the  Governor’s 
Staff  Association  of  Connecticut.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars  and  the  Bridgeport  Scientific 
and  Historical  Society.  He  was  a  32nd  degree  Mason 
and  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church. 

Henry  Alfred  Bishop  married  in  Bridgeport, 
February  4,  1883,  Jessie  Alvord  Trubee,  daughter 
of  William  Edgar  and  Susan  Curtis  (Alvord)  Trubee. 
She  was  born  August  3 , 1 8  64,  and  died  June  20,1 944. 

Children: 

(1)  William  Alfred,  born  July  25,  1884,  died  July 
24,  1885. 

(2)  Marguerite  Alvord,  of  whom  further. 

( 3 )  Henriette,  born  November  18,  1893.  Unmarried. 

(4)  Henry  Alfred,  Jr.,  born  April  20,  1902,  married 
(first),  September  18,  1924,  Gloria  Gould, 
daughter  of  George  Jay  and  Edith  (Kingdon) 
Gould,  and  (second)  Edith  Lyon  Weed,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Edith  (Lyon)  Weed. 
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Children  (of  the  first  marirage)  : 

(i)  Gioia,  born  March  21,  1925,  married 
William  Rimditch. 

Children  (of  the  second  marriage) : 

(ii)  Ann  Tirrell,  born  March  11,  1932. 

Marguerite  Alvord  Bishop,  daughter  of  Henry 
Alfred  and  Jessie  Alvord  (Trubee)  Bishop,  was  born 
August  29,  1888.  She  married,  July  29,  1916,  Dr. 
Henry  Le  Baron  Peters,  (q.  v.) 


V 


READ 


^rms:  Azure,  a  saltire  gules,  orbet  argent, 

four  garbs  or. 

Crest:  A  falcon,  wings  expanded  proper. 

fAdotto:  Cedent  arma  toge. 

(Arms  in  possession  of  the  family.) 

OLONEL  THOMAS  READE  was  born  in 
England,  the  son  of  Sir  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Cornwell)  Reade  of  Brockett  Hall  in 
Hertfordshire  and  grandson  of  Sir  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Brockett)  Reade  of  Barton  Court,  Berks. 
He  came  to  America  in  Winthrop’s  Fleet  in  1630  and 
settled  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  where  according  to 
early  town  records  he  served  as  a  juror  in  1630,  was 
made  a  freeman  April  1,  1634,  and  received  a  grant 
of  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  1637. 

He  married  Priscilla  Bankes. 

Captain  Thomas  Read,  son  of  Colonel  Thomas 
Read,  was  born  probably  in  England  and  is  thought 
to  have  come  to  New  England  with  his  parents.  He 
lived  in  Salem  where  he  received  several  grants  of  land 
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and  was  active  in  the  militia,  serving  as  ensign  and 
captain.  The  date  of  his  death  is  not  recorded.  He 
married  Mary.  Surname  unknown. 

Jacob  Read,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Read,  was 
born  June  7,  1663,  in  Salem  where  he  died  in  1745. 
He  is  referred  to  as  a  yeoman  and  his  will  is  dated 
January  5,  1742.  He  married,  in  1693,  Elizabeth 
Greene. 

Jonathan  Read,  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Greene)  Read,  was  born  in  Salem,  January  12,1701. 
He  was  also  a  yeoman  and  settled  in  Smithfield,  Rhode 
Island,  in  1746.  The  date  of  his  death  is  not  recorded. 
He  married  (first)  Mary  Hanson,  and  (second) 
Sarah  Kemper  or  Kempton. 

John  Read,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  (Hanson) 
Read,  was  born  December  10,  1732,  and  died 
November  20,  1823,  in  Mendon,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  buried  in  the  Friend’s  Cemetery.  He 
lived  in  Smithfield  where  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  He  married,  April  14,  175  5, 
Hannah  Farnum,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Abigail 
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(Sanford)  Farnum  of  Uxbridge,  Massachusetts.  She 
was  born  September  11,  1737.  The  date  of  her  death 
is  not  recorded. 

David  Read,  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Farnum) 
Read,  was  born  in  Smithfield,  January  15,  1769.  He 
was  the  owner  of  a  large  farm  in  Smithfield  and 
built  the  Read  homestead  which  remained  in  the 
family  until  1820.  He  was  a  farmer  and  millwright. 
The  date  of  his  death  is  not  recorded. 

He  married,  March  16,  1790,  Hannah  Chace. 

Moses  Farnum  Read,  son  of  David  and  Hannah 
(Chace)  Read,  was  born  in  Smithfield,  May  20,  1791, 
and  died  May  1 ,  18  59/61.  He  moved  from  Smithfield 
first  to  Hoosick  Falls,  New  York,  and  later  to  North 
Adams,  Massachusetts.  He  was  a  master  weaver. 

He  married,  June  7,  1820,  Sarah  Hopkins. 
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ONORABLE  DAVID  McNAMARY 
^  READ,  son  of  Moses  Farnum  and  Sarah 
(Hopkins)  Read,  was  born  in  Hoosick 
Falls,  October  12,  1832,  and  died  in 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  December  5,  1893.  He 
received  his  education  at  Drury  Academy  in  North 
Adams  and  became  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  Williamstown, 
Massachusetts,  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  Later  he  was 
similarly  employed  in  Stockbridge  and  Lenox,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  until  18  57  when  he  came  to  Bridgeport 
and  formed  a  partnership  with  William  B.  Hall  in  a 
retail  dry  goods  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hall  and  Read.  From  a  small  beginning  this  business 
grew  and  prospered  and  in  1877  Mr.  Hall  retired. 
Mr.  Read  continued  alone  until  1884,  when  the  firm 
was  incorporated  as  The  D.  M.  Read  Company,  with 
Mr.  Read  as  president  and  his  sons,  Charles  Barnum 
and  David  Farnum  Read  as  his  associates  in  executive 
positions.  Mr.  Read  was  also  president  of  the  Read 
Carpet  Company  which  he  and  his  brother,  Charles 
Anson  Read,  had  established  in  1868. 


Mr.  Read  was  a  keen,  progressive  and  eminently 
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successful  business  man.  Under  his  able  management 
the  concerns  which  he  founded  prospered  and  became 
leaders  in  their  fields.  He  lived  to  see  his  store  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  finest  in  New  England  and  the 
Read  Carpet  Company  as  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
industry,  especially  known  for  its  Axminster  rugs 
and  producing  more  than  a  million  yards  of  carpeting 
yearly.  He  continued  active  as  president  of  his  own 
companies  until  his  death  and  had  several  other 
important  interests.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  City 
Savings  Bank  of  Bridgeport  and  a  director  of  the 
Bridgeport  National  Bank  and  the  Mountain  Grove 
Cemetery  Association.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
Bridgeport  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  fifteen  years 
and  one  of  the  foremost  supporters  of  the  Bridgeport 
Boys’  Club  in  which  he  took  great  pride  and  sponsored 
many  of  its  activities. 

Mr.  Read  was  a  Civil  War  veteran.  He  enlisted  in 
1861  and  was  commissioned  Lieutenant  in  the  Second 
Connecticut  Battery  A.  Later  he  became  brigade 
commissary  of  the  Connecticut  National  Guard  and 
served  as  acting  commissary  general  at  the  Centennial 
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Exposition  in  Philadelphia  in  1877. 

David  McNamary  Read  married,  in  18  55,  Helen 
Augusta  Barnum,  daughter  of  Philo  Fairchild  and 
Sally  (Taylor)  Barnum.  She  was  born  September  26, 
1836,  and  died  May  6,  1897. 
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HARLES  BARNUM  READ,  son  of  David 
McNamary  and  Helen  Augusta  (Barnum) 
Read,  was  born  August  23,  18  58,  in 
Bridgeport  where  he  died  July  4,  1912. 
He  attended  the  Bridgeport  public  and  high  schools 
and  upon  graduation  in  1877  entered  his  father’s 
retail  dry  goods  store  where  he  began  at  the  very 
bottom  in  order  to  become  thoroughly  familiar 
with  all  details  of  the  business.  In  1884,  when  The 
D.  M.  Read  Company  was  incorporated,  he  was 
elected  treasurer  and  served  as  such  until  his  death. 
He  was  also  secretary  of  the  Read  Carpet  Company, 
a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Bridgeport 
and  a  trustee  of  the  Bridgeport  Savings  Bank.  He 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  St.  Vincent’s 
hospital  and  in  1903  was  a  member  of  its  first  board 
of  directors.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  and  served 

4> 

on  the  municipal  board  of  apportionment  and  taxa¬ 
tion  from  1889  until  his  resignation  in  June,  1907. 

Mr.  Read’s  untimely  and  tragic  death  came  as  a 
result  of  his  heroic  attempt  to  rescue  two  of  his 
employees  who  died  as  victims  of  an  unprecedented 
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accident  at  the  Read  summer  home  on  Greenfield 
Hill.  On  the  evening  of  July  4,  1912,  when  the  light 
and  water  service  failed  to  function,  Mr.  Read  in 
order  to  investigate  went  to  the  building  on  the 
estate  which  housed  the  machinery  operating  these 
utilities.  On  the  floor  of  the  pump  house  he  saw  the 
bodies  of  his  two  faithful  caretakers  and  without 
hesitation,  and  not  realizing  that  the  deadly  fumes  of 
escaping  gas  had  caused  their  deaths,  he  descended 
into  the  pit  to  rescue  them  and  was  immediately  over¬ 
come  himself.  His  death  was  a  cause  of  great  sorrow 
throughout  the  community  and  the  high  esteem  and 
deep  affection  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  people  of 
Bridgeport  and  by  all  with  whom  he  had  come  in 
contact  can  best  be  judged  by  the  following  editorial 
quoted  from  the  local  press: 

*Trom  out  of  our  midst  the  other  day,  went 
one  whose  very  going  gave  the  full  significance 
of  his  life!  Out  of  the  silence  comes  most  vividly 
the  past,  and  that  which  he  was  as  a  man,  becomes 
almost  a  sensible  thing.  We  who  loved  him  do  not 
ask  why,  nor  whither,  but  we  do  ask  what  was 
there  in  the  life  of  this  great-hearted  man  not 
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only  for  those  nearest,  but  for  all  who  only  knew 
him  in  passing,  and  from  whom  came  such  a 
touching  tribute  during  the  hour  of  those  last  sad 
rites.  It  is  not  so  much  what  a  man  accomplishes 
that  endears  him;  not  the  societies,  nor  the  places 
of  responsibility  and  honor,  nor  the  positions  of 
trust  which  he  is  called  upon  to  fill;  there  were 
many  of  these  to  which  this  man  gave  generously 
of  his  money,  his  time,  himself;  but,  in  the  last 
final  accounting  it’s  what  a  man  is,  —  what  he 
leaves  behind  from  the  things  which  are  unseen, 
that  make  his  immortal  character,  to  be  for¬ 
gotten,  or  remembered.  1  know  nothing  of  the 
Hereafter,’  a  man  said  to  me,  'but  where  Charlie 
Read  has  gone,  I  want  to  go.’  Who  can  think 
of  him,  and  not  feel  the  very  essence  of  which 
kindness  is  made  indwelling,  and  outgoing?  No 
one  in  trouble  ever  came  to  him,  and  went  empty 
away.  Men  loved  him,  loved  him  because  they 
believed  in  him;  loved  him  for  his  unhesitating 
fairness,  his  sane  judgment,  his  unswerving 
loyalty.  Women  admired  him  for  his  reverence, 
and  unfailing  courtesy;  his  appreciation  of  the 
smallest  favor,  his  never  ending  generosity,  and 
his  rare  pleasantness.  Children  always  came  to 
him;  his  interest  in  them,  his  humor,  his  gentle¬ 
ness  ever  won  them,  and  that  intimate,  and 
almost  sacred  companionship  with  his  little 
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daughter  was  an  uplift  to  all  who  ever  saw  them 
together.  Always  ready  to  render  a  service,  he 
gave  at  last,  his  very  life,  trying  to  save  others; 
who  can  estimate  the  potency  of  such  an  act? 

Xhe  far  reaching  influence  of  such  a  spirit  as 
Charlie  Read  s  cannot  be  expressed  in  words; 

I  can  only  hope  that  this  tribute  may  in  some 
measure  extend  and  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
a  life  that  was  unique  in  its  unselfishness  and 
sweetness.” 

As  a  special  mark  of  respect  to  Mr.  Read’s  memory 
business  in  Bridgeport  was  practically  suspended 
during  the  hours  of  the  funeral  which  was  the  largest 
ever  held  in  the  city  and  flags  were  flown  at  half 
staff  from  all  public  buildings.  The  directors  of  the 
Bridgeport  Business  Men’s  Association  held  a  special 
meeting  on  July  6,  1912,  and  adopted  the  following 
resolution : 

"That  this  association  hereby  places  upon  the 
record  its  testimony  to  the  sterling  worth  and 
manly  character  of  one  who  had  been  for  so  long 
in  its  forefront  of  the  activities  of  this,  his  native 
city; 

'That  it  points  to  his  record  as  a  citizen  and 
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business  man  with  special  pride  for  he  was  one 
who  so  conducted  his  business  and  civic  life  as  to 
win  credit  for  the  vocation  for  which  he  was 
selected ; 

**That  it  commends  him  as  an  example  for  the 
local  business  men;  one  diligent  in  business,  fair 
in  decision,  courteous  in  his  treatment  of  all 
men,  yet  finding  time  to  serve  his  city  in  ways 
wherein  his  special  abilities  were  of  great  value 
and  freely  given  for  the  advancement  of  the 
common  good. 

''That  it  deprecated  his  removal  from  earthly 
usefulness  as  a  sad  event,  though  given  the  tinge 
of  brightness  by  the  thought  that  in  death  so  was 
he  in  life,  ever  thoughtful  of  others,  ever  helping, 
ever  ready  with  action  as  well  as  counsel  and  that 
thus  he  went  to  save  others  who  could  not  save 
themselves. 

"That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the 
records  of  the  association  and  a  copy,  duly 
attested  be  suitably  prepared  and  delivered  to  the 
family  of  our  associate.” 

Mr.  Read  was  an  active  member  of  the  Bridgeport 
Business  Men’s  Association  and  the  Bridgeport 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  also  served  for  many 
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years  on  the  Board  of  the  Bridgeport  Public  Library. 
Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  all  the  Masonic  bodies 
and  of  Arcanum  Lodge  1.  O.  O.  F.  Socially  he 
belonged  to  the  Seaside  Club,  the  Algonquin  Club, 
the  Brooklawn  Country  Club  and  the  Bridgeport  and 
New  York  Yacht  Clubs.  His  church  aflSliation  was 
with  St.  John’s  Episcopal  church  which  he  served 
for  many  years  as  a  member  of  its  vestry. 

Charles  Barnum  Read  married,  February  12,  1890, 
Eleanor  Landon  Atkinson.  (See  Atkinson  Line.) 

Child : 

Muriel  Atkinson,  born  April  11,  1906;  married, 
February  10,  1933,  Fuller  Leeds,  son  of  Norman  and 
Frances  (Fuller)  Leeds. 

Child: 

Ellen  Read,  born  July  19,  1939. 
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ATKINSON 


^r^OHN  SPENCER  ATKINSON  was  born 
^  |]  12,  1843,  in  Bridgeport,  Connec- 

where  he  died  November  28,  1911. 

He  was  the  son  of  William  Spencer  and 
Susannah  (Wilde)  Atkinson,  both  natives  of 

England,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1837 
and  settled  in  Bridgeport  on  a  large  farm  opposite 
Mountain  Grove  Cemetery.  John  Spencer  Atkinson 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Bridgeport  and  as  a 
young  man  learned  the  harness  making  trade  with  the 
old  and  well  established  firm  of  Shelton  and  Lyon. 
In  1872  he  bought  out  this  concern  and  established 
himself  as  a  harness  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  shoe 
leather,  shoe  findings,  blankets  and  luggage.  This 
business  eventually  became  the  largest  of  its  kind 
in  Bridgeport  and  later  was  known  as  Wooster, 
Atkinson  and  Company.  The  harnesses  manufactured 
by  this  concern  were  hand-made  and  acquired  a 
reputation  for  excellence  throughout  the  New 
England  states.  Mr.  Atkinson  continued  as  the  head 
of  the  Company  until  a  short  time  before  his  death 
when  he  retired  from  active  business. 
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ATKINSON 


As  a  young  man  Mr.  Atkinson  became  a  member 
of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  church  and  throughout  his 
life  was  one  of  its  staunchest  supporters.  He  was 
prominently  identified  with  musical  circles,  had  a 
fine  tenor  voice  and  for  many  years  sang  in  the  choir 
of  the  church.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Corinthian  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  socially  of  the 
Seaside  and  Brooklawn  Country  Clubs. 

John  Spencer  Atkinson  married,  September  25, 
1 8  67 ,  Eliza  Landon  Wheaton,  born  September  1 0, 
1842,  daughter  of  William  Nelson  and  Sally 
(Landon)  Wheaton.  They  were  the  parents  of 
Eleanor  Landon  Atkinson.  She  married  (first), 
February  12,  1890,  Charles  Barnum  Read,  q.  v.,  and 
(second) ,  May  2,  1917,  Paul  Ricker. 
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SAYLOR 


R.  PARRY  BORLAND  SAYLOR,  son 
of  David  Southard  and  Annie  (Borland) 
Saylor,  was  born  in  Bloomfield,  Ontario, 
Canada,  October  16,  1878,  and  died  in 
Litchfield,  Connecticut,  February,  20,  1942.  His 
father  was  a  veterinary  surgeon,  who  came  from 
Canada  to  the  United  States  in  1891  and  settled  in 
Glens  Falls,  New  York,  where  he  practiced  his  pro¬ 
fession  and  where  Parry  Borland  Saylor  received  his 
preliminary  education.  He  graduated  from  Glens 
Falls  Academy  in  1896  and  then  entered  the  law 
office  of  H.  A.  Howard,  at  that  time  one  of  the 
leading  attorneys  in  Glens  Falls.  He  read  law  for  about 
a  year  and  then  decided  that  the  legal  profession  was 
not  to  his  liking  although,  in  later  life,  he  freely 
admitted  that  the  knowledge  thus  gained  had  been 
of  great  value  to  him.  While  studying  at  the  Academy 
and  later  in  the  law  office  he  worked,  during  the 
vacation  periods,  as  a  clerk  and  manager  of  a 
summer  hotel  at  Glen  Lake,  New  York,  and  as  sales¬ 
man  for  Colgate  and  Company  products  and  these 
experiences  in  meeting  and  dealing  with  the  public 


SAYLOR 


also  proved  of  great  advantage  to  him  in  his  future 
career. 

In  1899  Mr.  Saylor  decided  to  study  medicine  and 
matriculated  at  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical 
College  and  Flower  Hospital  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1903  with  the  degree  of  M.D.  He  then  served  an 
interneship  in  the  Metropolitan  Hospital  on  Black¬ 
well’s  Island,  now  Welfare  Island,  lasting  two  years 
and  during  the  final  year,  which  was  optional,  devoted 
his  time  to  research  laboratory  work  and  also  acted 
as  Deputy  Medical  Superintendent.  He  then,  in  1906, 
established  himself  in  practice  at  the  Hotel  Flanders 
in  New  York  City,  specializing  in  laboratory  work. 

The  fortunate  circumstance  that  eventually 
brought  about  Dr.  Saylor’s  rise  in  the  industrial 
world  and  led  to  his  recognition  as  one  of  the 
country’s  leading  executives  can  be  attributed  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  spent  his  summer  vacations 
during  the  years  he  studied  law  and  later  medicine. 
While  working  at  the  hotel  in  Glen  Lake  he  became 
acquainted  with  Mr.  C.  H.  Dale,  president  of  the 
Rubber  Goods  Manufacturing  Company  and  The 
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Peerless  Rubber  Company,  who  was  impressed  with 
the  young  man’s  pleasing  personality  and  obvious 
ability.  Mr.  Dale  offered  him  employment  in  his 
factories  during  the  summer  months  when  he  could 
not  pursue  his  studies  and  he  worked  as  a  clerk, 
factory  hand  and  salesman  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  thus  became  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  automobile  tire  manufacturing. 

In  1 9  07  Dr.  Saylor  gave  up  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  accepted  a  position  as  Mr.  Dale’s  representative 
with  the  Canadian  Consolidated  Rubber  Company  in 
Montreal  of  which  he  later  became  secretary  and 
treasurer.  In  1909  he  organized  his  own  company,  the 
Tire  and  Rubber  Goods  Company  of  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  which  he  operated  with  great  success  until 
1912  when  he  sold  his  interests  to  the  Goodyear 
Tire  and  Rubber  Company  of  Canada  of  which  he 
then  became  general  sales  manager  and  later  vice- 
president. 

By  this  time  Dr.  Saylor  was  recognized  as  an  out¬ 
standing  executive  and  organizer  throughout  the 
rubber  industry  and  the  Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber 
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Company  promoted  him  to  managing  director  of  all 
export  sales  in  Europe  and  Africa  with  headquarters 
in  London,  England.  Dr.  Saylor  accepted  this  position 
in  1913  and  soon  broke  all  previous  sales  records.  He 
traveled  extensively  in  Europe  and  during  World  War 
I  did  a  tremendous  business  with  the  British,  French 
and  Russian  governments. 

When  war  was  declared  in  1914  Dr.  Saylor 
volunteered  for  service,  but  the  government  con¬ 
sidered  him  more  valuable  to  the  war  effort  in  the 
position  he  occupied  and  it  was  not  until  1917  that 
he  was  accepted  and  commissioned  a  captain  in  the 
Canadian  Army  Medical  Corps.  He  served  in  the 
Canadian  Mobile  Laboratory  in  Folkstone,  England, 
and  in  six  months  was  promoted  to  major  and  assigned 
to  headquarters  in  London  as  assistant  to  the  officer 
in  charge  of  supplies  to  Canadian  medical  units  in 
Great  Britain  and  France. 

After  the  armistice  he  was  appointed  director  of 
the  Disposals  Board,  an  agency  created  for  selling  the 
surplus  stores  of  the  Canadian  expeditionary  forces 
in  Europe.  This  task,  for  which  he  was  especially  well 
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qualified,  was  completed  with  great  success  and  his 
work  in  this  connection  was  highly  praised  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  efficiency  and  sound  judgment. 

Dr.  Saylor  returned  to  the  United  States  in  1920 
and  became  president  of  the  New  American  Dunlop 
Tire  and  Rubber  Company.  He  moved  to  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  began  construction  of  a  new  tire 
plant,  which  on  account  of  the  business  depression 
in  1921  was  not  completed.  He  then,  for  a  brief 
period,  operated  the  Batavia  Rubber  Company  in 
Batavia,  New  York. 

Dr.  Saylor’s  reputation  as  a  nationally  known 
industrialist,  which  he  had  gained  entirely  through  his 
own  effort,  was  at  its  height  in  1922  when  he 
embarked  on  a  new  enterprise  in  which  he,  without 
previous  experience,  met  with  even  greater  success. 
He  was  approached  by  friends  and  associates  to  take 
charge  of  the  management  of  Canada  Dry  Ginger 
Ale,  then  a  small  unprofitable  concern,  which  had 
been  organized  by  J.  J.  McLaughlin  Company,  Ltd.  of 
Canada.  He  clearly  foresaw  the  possibility  of  creating 
a  market  for  his  product  in  the  United  States  and  in 
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1923  he,  with  some  associates,  acquired  control  of 
the  American  as  well  as  the  Canadian  properties  and 
organized  Canada  Dry  Ginger  Ale,  Inc.,  with  himself 
as  president. 

He  inaugurated  an  aggressive  selling  campaign 
backed  by  extensive  advertising,  for  which  in  some 
years  as  much  as  two  million  dollars  was  appropriated. 
His  methods  produced  almost  immediate  results  and 
Canada  Dry  Ginger  Ale  became  one  of  the  most 
popular  soft  drinks  in  the  world.  Sales  increased  from 
twenty  thousand  cases  in  1922  to  a  million  in  1925 
and  to  two  million  in  1929.  Dr.  Saylor  and  his 
associates  who  had  purchased  the  property  for  one 
million  dollars  saw  the  aggregate  market  value  of 
its  stock  worth  fifty  million  dollars  in  1929. 

The  phenomenal  success  of  Canada  Dry  Ginger 
Ale,  Inc.,  is  in  a  large  measure  due  to  Dr.  Saylor’s 
almost  infallible  business  judgment,  his  extraordinary 
capacity  for  organization  and  his  ability  to  select  the 
right  men  for  important  key  positions.  He  continued 
to  serve  as  president  until  193  5  when  he  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors,  which  office  he 
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held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  also  at  various 
times  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Milton  shipbuild¬ 
ing  Corporation,  a  director  of  J.  J.  McLaughlin,  Ltd., 
the  Caledonia  Springs  Corporation  of  Montreal,  the 
Lawyers  Trust  Company  of  New  York  and  president 
of  the  Waterbury  Trust  Company  of  Waterbury, 
Connecticut.  In  1934  he  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  code  authority  of  the  alcoholic  beverages  import¬ 
ing  industry  under  the  National  Recovery  Act.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club,  the  New 
York  Athletic  Club,  the  Union  League  Club,  the 
Canadian  Club,  the  Uptown  Club,  the  Army  and 
Navy  Club,  the  Larchmont  Yacht  Club  and  the 
Huntington  Bay  Country  Club. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  and 
of  the  Royal  Victoria  Lodge  of  Montreal  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons.  His  college  fraternity  was  Phi 
Alpha  Gamma  in  which  he  took  an  active  interest 
over  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years  and  at  one  time 
served  as  honorary  president.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  County,  State  and  National  Medical  Associa¬ 
tions  and  never  lost  his  interest  in,  or  affection  for,  his 
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Alma  Mater.  He  served  as  trustee,  treasurer  and  vice- 
president  of  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical 
College  and  its  affiliated  hospitals  from  1926tol936, 
a  period  when  its  affairs  were  in  a  precarious  condi¬ 
tion.  He  gave  generously  of  his  means  and  energy 
and  was  instrumental  in  raising  the  funds  needed 
for  the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  bringing  the 
institution  back  on  a  sound  financial  basis. 

The  following  tributes,  indicative  of  the  esteem 
and  affection  in  which  Dr.  Saylor  was  held  by  his 
associates,  also  reveal  his  generous  nature,  his  warm 
personality  and  public  spirit: 

From  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Canada  Dry 
Ginger  Ale,  Inc.,  December  10,  1942: 

"The  passing  of  Parry  Dorland  Saylor,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  on  February 
20th,  was  an  occasion  of  deep  sorrow  for  Canada 
Dry  Ginger  Ale,  Incorporated,  for  with  his 
going  a  great  leader,  a  wise  counsellor,  and  a 
true  friend  was  lost. 

"Mr.  Saylor’s  leadership  in  the  Company 
dated  from  the  beginning  of  the  American 
organization.  Shortly  after  the  first  plant  was 
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opened  in  this  country  he  became  General 
Manager.  Later  he  became  President,  and  in  that 
capacity  guided  the  destiny  of  the  rapidly- 
growing  company  until  1935.  During  the  twelve 
years  of  his  Presidency,  the  products  in  which  he 
had  such  faith  became  internationally  known,  so 
that  in  1935,  when  he  became  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  his  Company  had  reached  a 
pre-eminent  position  in  the  beverage  field. 

"In  the  passing  of  Mr.  Saylor  we,  of  Canada 
Dry  organization,  suffer  a  deep  personal  loss.” 

From  J.  M.  Mathes,  Director  and  formerly 
Vice-President  of  Canada  Dry  Ginger  Ale,  Inc.: 

"The  lamented  death  of  Parry  D.  Saylor  on 
February  20,  1942,  brought  to  a  close  the  career 
of  a  man  who  contributed  greatly  to  the 
American  scene  and  whose  influence  was  widely 
felt  in  many  fields. 

"A  natural  leader.  Dr.  Saylor  seemed  destined 
to  achieve  pre-eminence  in  whatever  he  under¬ 
took.  One  reason  for  this  was  the  infinite  care 
with  which  he  selected  his  associates  and  the 
wisdom  of  his  administrative  policies.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  however,  his  innate  fairness  and  his  personal 
integrity  instilled  confidence  in  those  who  were 
privileged  to  work  with  him  and  this  resulted 
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in  a  spirit  of  cooperation  that  will  long  survive 
him. 

"A  man  of  remarkable  energy,  Dr.  Saylor 
carried  his  enthusiasm  not  only  into  his  pro¬ 
fessional  and  business  activities  but  into  his 
personal  life  as  well.  This  was  exemplified  by  the 
fine  spirit  he  showed  when  in  1929  he  presented 
his  native  town  with  an  extensive  library.  Litch¬ 
field,  Connecticut,  where  he  lived  for  many 
years,  was  enriched  by  the  personal  interest  he 
took  in  civic,  youth  and  religious  activities. 
Expressing  by  this  interest  his  understanding  of 
the  affection  for  his  fellow-man.  Dr.  Saylor 
created  for  himself  a  place  in  the  hearts  of 
those  who  knew  him  which  will  not  readily  be 
filled.” 

From  Frederick  W.  Seward,  Alpha  Chapter, 
1898: 

*'Parry  was  one  of  those  who  strike  out  and 
attain  success  and  one  whose  inner  self  was 
instinctively  good  from  his  earliest  formative 
years.  Through  life  he  maintained  a  steadiness, 
a  substantial  and  mature  poise  with  just  the 
proper  amount  of  dignity.  He  possessed  a  healthy 
tenacity  of  purpose.  In  his  lighter  moods  his 
pleasantry  retained  a  trace  of  his  native  dignity. 

.  .  .  He  was  clean  of  mind,  body  and  soul.  He 
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was  always  a  man,  a  gentleman,  a  fine  fellow  all 
rolled  in  one. . .  . 

"If  Parry  Saylor  had  been  a  tree  he  would  have 
been  a  magnificent  specimen  of  an  oak  with 
strong  widely  spreading  branches.  Had  he  been 
made  of  rock  he  would  have  been  a  mountain  of 
granite.  Having  been  a  man,  he  was  both.” 

Dr.  Parry  Borland  Saylor  married,  August  6, 
1907,  Anna  Leah  Seabury,  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
Henry  and  Martha  (Sayres)  Seabury. 

Children:  ' 

(1)  Lawrence  Stuart,  born  October  21,  1917,  mar¬ 
ried,  October  30,  1937,  Elizabeth  Claire  Smith, 
born  October  11,  1917,  daughter  of  Dr.  Eugene, 
Jr.,  and  Clarice  (Mueller)  Smith. 

Children: 

(i)  Stuart  Ann,  born  February  5,  1942. 

(ii)  Lawrence  Stuart,  Jr.,  born  April  11,  1946. 

(2)  Mary  Jane,  born  June  18,  1925,  married,  October 

13,  1945,  James  Fleming  Parramore,  born 
December  10,  1916,  son  of  Clarence  Greer  and 
James  Fleming  Parramore. 
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t  OVERNOR  JOHN  WEBSTER,  said  to 
have  been  a  son  of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth 
Webster,  was  born  in  Scotland  about  1590 
and  died  in  Hadley,  Massachusetts,  April 
5,  1661.  He  came  to  New  England  from  Warwick¬ 
shire,  England,  about  1630  and  settled  first  in 
Newtowne,  now  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  In  1636 
he  joined  Reverend  Thomas  Hooker’s  company  which 
founded  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he  became 
one  of  the  foremost  men  in  the  Colony.  In  1637  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  court  of  magistrates  when 
war  was  declared  against  the  Pequot  Indians  and  in 
1638  he  was  chosen  representative  to  the  General 
Court.  In  1639  when  the  freemen  of  Hartford, 
Windsor  and  Wethersfield  adopted  "the  first  written 
constitution  known  to  history  that  created  a  govern¬ 
ment”  he  was  elected  magistrate  and  served  as  such 
until  165  5  when  he  became  deputy-governor.  He 
surveyed  the  highway  from  Hartford  to  Windsor 
and  served  on  the  important  committee  that  prepared 
a  noted  criminal  code  of  laws  for  the  Colony  which 
was  reported  to  and  approved  by  the  General  Court  in 


WEBSTER 


1642.  In  1654  he  was  appointed  a  commissioner  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies  and  in  1656 
elected  the  sixth  Colonial  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

He  married,  in  England,  Agnes,  whose  surname 
and  place  of  birth  are  unknown.  She  died  in  1667. 


("History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Gov. 
John  Webster  Family  of  Connecticut.” 
Webster,  1915 — "Beginnings  of  New 
England.”  Fiske — "The  Compendium  of 
American  Genealogy.”  vol.  VII,  1942  — 
"Memorial  History  of  Hartford  County, 
Connectcut,  1633-1884.”  Trumbull, 
1886.) 

Lieutenant  Robert  Webster,  son  of  Governor 
John  and  Agnes  Webster,  was  born  probably  in 
England  in  1627  and  died  in  Hartford  where  he 
was  buried  June  2,  1676.  He  came  to  New 
England  with  his  father,  spent  his  early  life  in 
Hartford  and  in  1650  became  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  where  in  1651  he  was 
chosen  recorder  and  elected  by  the  General  Court  to 
serve  as  Lieutenant  in  1654.  He  returned  to  Hartford 
about  1662  and  became  active  in  community  affairs 
as  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Second  Church. 
He  was  made  a  freeman  in  1669  and  was  one  of  the 
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military  men  chosen  to  arrange  defenses  for  the  town 
in  1675.  His  will  is  dated  May  20,  1676,  and  the 
inventory  of  his  estate  amounted  to  six  hundred  and 
seventy  pounds. 

Lieutenant  Robert  Webster  married,  about  1652, 
Susanna  Treat,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Alice 

(Gaylord)  Treat.  She  was  baptized  in  Pitminster, 
Somerset  county,  England,  October  8,  1629,  and 
died  in  Hartford  in  1705.  Her  father  was  a  pioneer 
settler  of  Wethersfield  and  her  brother,  Robert, 
became  the  eighth  Colonial  Governor  of  Connecticut. 

("History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Gov. 
John  Webster  Family  of  Connecticut.” 
Webster,  1915— "The  Treat  Family.” 
Treat,  1893  — "FDstory  of  Middlesex 
County,  Connecticut.”  Beers,  1884  — 
'The  National  Cyclopedia  of  American 
Biography,”  vol.  10,  White.) 

Deacon  Jonathan  Webster,  son  of  Lieutenant 
Robert  and  Susanna  (Treat)  Webster,  was  born  in 
Middletown,  January  9,  1657,  and  died  in  173  5.  He 
was  a  merchant  in  Hartford  and  joined  the  Second 
Church,  March  17,  1695.  His  will  is  dated  April 
7,  1732. 
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He  married  (first) ,  May  11,1681,  Dorcas  Hopkins 
and  (second) ,  January  2,  1696,  Mary  Judd. 

("History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Gov. 
John  Webster  Family  of  Connecticut.” 
Webster,  1915.) 


Captain  Stephen  Webster,  son  of  Deacon 
Jonathan  and  Dorcas  (Hopkins)  Webster,  was  born 
in  Hartford,  January  1,  1692,  and  died  before  July  2, 
1724,  the  date  of  the  inventory  of  his  estate. 

He  married,  June  6,  1717,  Mary  Burnham, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Olcott)  Burnham. 

(Ibid.) 

Timothy  Webster,  son  of  Captain  Stephen  and 
Mary  (Burnham)  Webster,  was  born  October  27, 
1723,  and  died  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  April  20, 
1803.  He  was  a  member  of  the  church  in  West 
Hartford  in  1741.  He  settled  in  Litchfield  prior  to 
1775  when  he  sold  his  land  in  Hartford. 

He  married,  August  15,  1745,  Sarah  White.  She 
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was  born  in  1724  and  died  in  Litchfield,  October  7, 
1814. 

("History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Gov. 
John  Webster  Family  of  Connecticut.” 
Webster,  1915  —  "Encyclopedia  of  Bi¬ 
ography  of  Connecticut.”  vol.  10,  p. 
341,  The  American  Historical  Society.) 

Reuben  Webster,  son  of  Timothy  and  Sarah 
(White)  Webster,  was  born  May  12,  1757,  in  Litch¬ 
field  where  he  died  August  2,  1833.  He  served  in  the 
Revolution  in  Captain  Edward  Eells  company. 
Colonel  Samuel  Wyllys  Third  regiment  of  the 
Connecticut  Line,  from  February  28,  1778,  to 
January  1,  1779.  He  was  active  in  community  affairs 
in  Litchfield  where  he  served  as  first  constable  and 
collector  in  1805,  as  grand  juror  in  1814  and  1824, 
as  selectman  in  1822  and  as  representative  to  the  State 
Legislature  in  1826. 

He  married,  June  2,  1781,  Anne  Buell,  daughter 
of  Captain  Salmon  and  Margaret  (Catlin)  Buell.  She 
was  born  November  3,  1763,  and  died  November 
24,  1841. 

("History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Gov.  John 
Webster  Family  of  Connecticut.”  Webster, 
1915 — "Revolutionary  Records  of  Con¬ 
necticut.”) 
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Hosea  Webster,  son  of  Reuben  and  Anne  (Buell) 
Webster,  was  born  in  Litchfield,  December  14,  1789, 
and  died  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  June  1,  1883.  He 
spent  his  boyhood  in  Catskill,  New  York,  and  in 
Litchfield  and  while  still  a  young  man  moved  to 
Augusta,  Georgia.  During  the  War  of  1812  he 
enlisted  in  Captain  Roger  L.  Gamble’s  company, 
known  as  the  Homespun  Forresters  and  served  until 
March,  1815.  He  returned  to  Litchfield  about  1820 
and  remained  until  1830  when  he  moved  to  Brooklyn 
where  he  became  president  of  the  Brooklyn  Savings 
Bank  in  1847.  This  bank  was  incorporated  in  1827 
and  had  deposits  amounting  to  $191,000  and  a 
surplus  of  $8000  when  Mr.  Webster  assumed  the 
presidency.  Under  his  able  administration  the  assets 
increased  consistently  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
deposits  were  over  $20,000,000  and  surplus  nearly 
$4,000,000.  He  served  as  vestryman  of  St.  Ann’s  and 
of  Holy  Trinity  Episcopal  churches  in  Brooklyn  for 
over  twenty  years. 

Hosea  Webster  married  (first),  in  Litchfield, 
September  18,  1820,  Julia  Parmelee,  daughter  of 
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David  and  Lucy  (Lewis)  Parmelee.  She  was  born 
December  23,  1797,  and  died  in  Litchfield,  December 
19,  1 8  2  3 .  He  married  (second),  in  Litchfield  in  1824, 
Maria  Buel,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  and  Abigail 
(Bacon)  Buel.  She  was  born  January  31,  1796,  and 
died  in  Litchfield,  August  24,  1852.  He  married 
(third),  in  Goshen,  New  York,  July  6,  18  54,  Mrs. 
Margaret  (Hopkins)  Warner,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Bronson  and  Eliza  (Skelton)  Hopkins  and  widow  of 
George  Washington  Warner,  a  lawyer  of  Augusta, 
Georgia.  She  was  born  in  1804  and  died  in  Roselle, 
New  Jersey,  in  1896. 


(^'History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Gov. 
John  Webster  Family  of  Connecticut.” 
Webster,  1915 — "John  Hopkins  of 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  1634.”  Hop¬ 
kins,  1932  —  "History  of  Kings  County 
including  Brooklyn.”  Stiles,  1884.) 

William  Reuben  Webster,  son  of  Hosea  and 
Maria  (Buel)  Webster,  was  born  October  20,  1830, 
in  Brooklyn  where  he  died  May  1 8,  1904.  As  a  young 
man  he  farmed  on  the  Webster  homestead  in  Litch¬ 
field  and  later  settled  in  Oyster  Bay,  New  York,  where 
he  served  as  overseer  of  highways  in  1875  and  1876. 
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He  married,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  December  1 5, 
1857,  Helen  Curtis  Stephenson,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Sinai  Wheeler  (Matteson)  Stephenson.  She  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  March  3,  1834,  and  died  in  Middle- 
town,  Connecticut,  January  7,  1926. 


("History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Gov. 
John  Webster  Family  of  Connecticut.” 
Webster,  1915 — "Oyster  Bay  Town 
Records,  1795-1878.”) 

William  Reuben  Webster,  Jr.,  son  of  William 
Reuben  and  Helen  Curtis  (Stephenson)  Webster, 
was  born  in  Oyster  Bay,  April  30,  1868,  and  died 
in  Philadelphia,  April  28,  1945.  He  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Oyster 
Bay,  at  the  Betts  Academy  in  Stamford,  Connecticut, 
Norwich  Free  Academy  in  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
and  graduated  in  1890  from  Cornell  University  with 
the  degree  of  M.E.  His  first  employment  as  an 
engineer  was  with  Westinghouse,  Church,  Kerr  and 
Co.  in  New  York,  where  he  remained  until  1892 
when  he  came  to  Bridgeport,  Connecticut.  He  was 
connected  with  the  Aluminum  Brass  and  Bronze 
Company  for  a  year  and  then  changed  to  the  Bridge- 
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port  Brass  Company  to  which  he  devoted  the 
remainder  of  his  life  and  developed  it  from  a  minor 
concern  to  an  industry  of  international  importance. 
Through  sheer  ability  he  advanced  from  foreman  of 
the  rolling  mill  through  the  various  departments  until 
in  1930  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors  and  remained  as  such  until  his  death,  cover¬ 
ing  a  period  of  forty-eight  years  of  service. 

As  a  nationally  known  and  prominent  industrialist, 
Mr.  Webster  was  a  member  of  many  important 
engineering  societies  among  which  the  following  may 
be  mentioned:  the  American  Society  of  Testing 
Materials;  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers;  the  Society  of  Automotive  Engineers; 
the  American  Society  of  Naval  Engineers;  the 
American  Society  of  Mining  and  Metallurgical 
Engineers  and  the  Royal  Society  of  Art,  of  which  he 
was  a  Fellow.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Bridgeport- 
People’s  Savings  Bank  and  a  director  of  the  Bridge¬ 
port-City  Trust  Company.  He  was  also  for  eleven 
years  a  member  of  the  Bridgeport  Board  of  Education 
and  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of  the  Bridge- 
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port  Manufacturer’s  Association  and  of  the  Bridge¬ 
port  Financial  Federation.  He  served  as  director  of 
the  Bridgeport  Y.  M.  C.  A.;  the  Family  Welfare 
Society  and  the  Bridgeport  Society  for  Mental 
Hygiene. 

Socially  Mr.  Webster  was  a  member  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Club;  the  Fairfield  County  Hunt  Club;  the 
Brooklawn  Country  Club;  the  Engineers’  Clubs  of 
New  York  and  Bridgeport  and  of  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  the 
Newcomen  Society  and  shortly  before  his  death 
wrote  a  paper  entitled  "Connecticut,  Birthplace  of 
American  Democracy,  Home  of  Uncommon  Men”, 
which  he  was  to  have  delivered  before  this  Society 
and  which,  designated  as  an  "affectionate  memorial”, 
was  read  by  his  close  friend  and  associate.  Colonel 
Herman  W.  Steinkraus,  president  of  the  Society’s 
Connecticut  committee  at  the  annual  dinner  held 
October  25,  1945.  The  following  is  an  editorial 
quoted  in  full  from  the  local  press: 

*Tor  more  than  half  a  century  the  late  William 
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R.  Webster  has  been  a  key  figure  in  the  Brass 
industry  of  Bridgeport.  For  48  years  of  that 
period  he  was  connected  with  one  firm  alone,  — 
the  Bridgeport  Brass  Company,  which  grew  from 
a  purely  local  concern  to  become  one  of  the 
world's  great  producers  of  brass  both  in  the 
form  of  raw  material  and  finished  products.  In 
the  same  period  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Company 
pioneered  a  great  many  of  the  technological  im¬ 
provements  in  the  manufacture  and  machining 
of  brass,  now  adopted  as  standard  practice  in 
the  industry.  The  engineering  skill  of  William  R. 
Webster  was  behind  many  of  these  inventions. 

'"Since  brass  is  one  of  the  most  vital  and 
critical  of  war  materials,  Mr.  Webster’s  skill 
served  the  nation  well  in  two  wars.  It  served 
equally  well  in  times  of  peace  when  the  Brass 
company  —  no  war  baby  —  continued  to  expand 
and  improve  its  facilities. 

"But  to  Bridgeporters  Mr.  Webster  will  be 
longest  remembered  not  as  a  captain  of  the  Brass 
industry  but  as  a  fellow  citizen  of  wide  culture, 
varied  interest  and  civic  pride.  His  service  to 
industry  was  made  a  matter  of  national  honor 
by  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  his  member¬ 
ship  in  that  organization.  There  ought  to  be 
some  institution  in  Bridgeport  which  could 
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speak  for  all  the  civic  institutions  in  conferring 
honors  on  a  distinguished  citizen  who  has  served 
his  fellow  townsmen  so  ably  and  so  disinterestedly 
for  so  many  years. 

'*In  his  latter  years  Mr.  Webster  never  lost  his 
enthusiasm  both  for  his  home  city  and  the 
industry  with  which  he  had  been  so  long 
affiliated.  His  keen  interest  in  governmental 
affairs  led  to  the  writing  of  many  papers  on  the 
state  of  society,  the  trends  toward  which  we  are 
heading,  and  the  reforms  that  were  needed. 
These  papers  received  nationwide  attention.  In 
all  of  his  writings  the  mind  of  a  keen  student 
was  reflected. 

**His  death  is  a  great  loss  to  the  community 
and  a  personal  grief  to  a  myriad  of  friends.” 

William  Reuben  Webster,  Jr.,  married,  October  8, 
1892,  Susan  Williams  Hinckley,  daughter  of  Justin 
Grant  and  Eliza  (Chapman)  Cottrell  Hinckley. 

Children: 

(1)  Eleanor,  born  September  16,  1901,  married, 
June  14,  1928,  Pendleton  Marshall,  son  of  Alfred 
and  Florence  (Pendleton)  Marshhall,  born 
September  7,  1901. 
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Child 

(i)  William  Pendleton,  born  August  30,  1936. 

(2)  William  Reuben,  III,  born  January  24,  1905, 
married,  July  18,  1931,  Winifred  O’Brien, 
daughter  of  Francis  J.  and  Pauline  (McGuire) 
O’Brien,  born  March  30,  1902. 

Children: 

(i)  Diana  Winifred,  born  September  22, 1936. 

(ii)  Bryan,  born  September  24,  1939. 


(Family  data.) 
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WENDHEISER 


EORGE  PETER  WENDHEISER,  son  of 
Peter  and  Delia  B.  (Kivel)  Wendheiser, 
J  was  born  in  Rockville,  March  27,  1867, 
and  died  in  Ellington,  Connecticut, 
November  13,  1943.  He  attended  the  public  and 

high  schools  in  Rockville  and  in  1886  entered  St. 
John’s  College  in  Fordham,  New  York. 

As  a  mere  child  he  displayed  considerable  musical 
talent  and  this  was  developed  while  he  attended 
St.  John’s  College  under  the  supervision  of  Professors 
Preisinger,  Blasius  and  Kehrie,  three  of  the  most  noted 
instructors  of  their  day.  In  1889  he  returned  to 
Rockville  as  an  accomplished  violinist  and  entered  his 
father’s  music  store  where  his  training  became  a 
decided  factor  in  its  future  success.  His  pleasing 
personality,  courtly  and  affable  manners  were 
qualities  destined  to  make  him  one  of  the  best-liked 
men  in  Connecticut  musical  circles.  It  has  been  said 
that  George  P.  Wendheiser  could  have  made  a  success 
of  any  undertaking  on  personality  alone,  and 
although  he  later  branched  out  in  an  entirely  different 
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line,  the  store  of  P.  Wendheiser  and  Son  continued 
to  be  his  main  interest  for  nearly  fifty  years. 

Except  for  the  first  few  years  of  this  period,  he  was 
sole  owner  of  the  firm  and  its  high  standing  was 
almost  entirely  due  to  his  policies.  He  was  the  organ¬ 
izer  of  the  Rockville  Wheel  Club’s  minstrel  show 
which  held  its  first  performance  in  the  Henry  Theatre 
on  January  6,  1894.  This  was  Mr.  Wendheiser’s  first 
appearance  as  a  musical  and  stage  director  and  for 
many  years  thereafter  he  continued  to  organize 
amateur  performances  which  he  raised  to  a  profes¬ 
sional  level  by  his  competent  coaching.  He  was  the 
founder  of  the  Rockville  Orchestral  Club,  known 
as  the  finest  musical  organization  in  the  section  and 
his  own  orchestra  was  for  many  seasons  the  main 
attraction  at  a  large  hotel  in  the  White  Mountains. 

In  December,  1899,  Mr.  Wendheiser  purchased 
the  J.  S.  Thrall  Bill  Posting  Company  and  renamed 
it  the  Rockville  Bill  Posting  Company,  which  he 
developed  into  one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind 
in  New  England.  He  became  nationally  known 
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through  his  membership  in  the  New  England  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Bill  Posters,  and  in  the  Associated  Bill 
Posters  and  Distributors  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

Early  in  his  career,  Mr.  Wendheiser  began  to 
acquire  valuable  business  property  in  the  center  of 
Rockville.  He  purchased  the  block  in  which  his  music 
store  was  located  and  rebuilt  it  after  a  disastrous  fire, 
concerning  which  an  editorial  in  the  Rockville 
Journal,  commenting  on  his  civic  pride  and  public 
spirit,  states  as  follows: 

'After  his  business  block  was  wiped  out  by 
fire  some  twenty  years  ago  he  rebuilt  the  block 
of  stores  now  fronting  the  Board  Walk.  When  the 
old  Rock  Mill  canal  was  replaced  by  a  penstock 
he  not  only  made  a  contribution  towards  its 
cost,  but  later  made  suggestions  as  to  how  the 
center  should  be  laid  out,  resulting  in  the  present 
fine  appearance  of  the  center.  He  insisted  at  that 
time  that  the  walk  in  front  of  his  stores  should 
be  level  with  the  floor  of  the  stores,  while  others 
desired  it  lower,  but  he  finally  convinced  those 
interested  to  adopt  the  plan  he  suggested,  result¬ 
ing  in  a  more  attractive  center,  and  also  greatly 
improving  the  appearance  of  his  own  property 
and  its  usefulness.” 
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There  was  hardly  a  phase  of  community  life  with 
which  Mr.  Wendheiser  at  one  time  or  another  was 
not  actively  identified.  He  was  for  twenty-five  years 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Town 
of  Vernon  and  when  the  Sykes  Memorial  High  School 
was  built  he  was  a  valuable  member  of  the  building 
committee.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  Public 
Library  and  served  as  a  director  of  the  Maxwell 
Memorial  Library  from  the  time  it  was  founded.  His 
name  was  also  associated  with  another  time  honored 
institution,  the  Rockville  Fair,  which  in  the  days 
when  County  Fairs  were  important  events  in  New 
England  was  considered  one  of  the  best.  As  an  active 
member  of  the  Fair  Association  and  director  of  the 
entertainment  program,  acts  from  the  big  circuits 
were  secured  yearly  through  his  efforts. 

Mr.  Wendheiser  was  a  prominent  figure  in  bank¬ 
ing  circles  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Rock¬ 
ville  in  1914  and  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Directors 
from  1915  until  his  death,  upon  which  the  following 
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resolution  was  adopted  at  a  meeting  held  December 
8,  1943: 


"Resolved  That: 

"In  the  death  on  November  13,  1943,  of 
George  Peter  Wendheiser,  The  Savings  Bank  of 
Rockville  has  sustained  a  loss  from  its  Board  of 
Directors  that  will  be  hard  to  replace. 

"Born  March  27,  1867,  in  Rockville,  and 
attending  local  schools,  he  later  entered  St.  John’s 
College  at  Fordham,  N.  Y.  After  returning  to 
Rockville  he  became  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  music  business,  taking  over  active 
management  in  1894.  From  that  time  until 
1936  when  he  retired  he  found  time  to  take  part 
in  civic  activities. 

"Fie  became  an  Incorporator  of  The  Savings 
Bank  of  Rockville,  July  21,  1914,  and  a  member 
of  The  Board  of  Directors,  July  20,  1915.  On 
July  15,  1930,  he  was  also  elected  as  Auditor 
of  the  Bank. 

"George  Peter  Wendheiser  was  a  man  of  fine 
personal  qualities,  straightforward  in  his  dealings 
and  of  unquestioned  integrity.  His  passing  is  a 
distinct  loss  to  our  Bank  and  to  the  community.” 
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During  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Wendheiser 
spent  much  of  his  time  in  traveling.  He  visited  many 
foreign  countries  and  on  one  occasion  made  a  trip 
around  the  world.  He  returned  to  Rockville  in  1940 
and  purchased  the  home  of  the  late  Miles  Aborn  in 
Ellington  where  he  spent  the  last  and  happiest  years 
of  his  life  and  with  the  help  of  his  devoted  wife,  who 
shared  his  every  interest,  made  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  on  the  property. 

Mr.  Wendheiser  held  membership  in  a  number  of 
social  and  fraternal  organizations,  in  each  of  which 
he  was  a  popular  and  respected  figure. 

He  was  a  life-long  member  of  St.  Bernard’s  Church 
and  one  of  the  largest  individual  contributors  to  the 
new  church  building.  He  erected  a  family  mausoleum 
in  St.  Bernard’s  cemetery,  said  to  be  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Wendheiser’s  death  came  as  a  shock  to  the 
community  and  eulogies  of  his  life  and  career  were 
many  and  sincere.  The  following  is  quoted  from  an 
editorial  in  the  Rockville  Journal: 
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''George  Peter  Wendheiser  was  a  man  of  fine 
personal  qualities,  a  man  it  was  a  pleasure  to 
know  and  talk  with.  He  was  interesting  and  he 
was  practical.  For  many  years  each  Christmas 
he  sent  gifts  to  local  churches.  He  made  gifts  to 
the  hospital.  He  was  a  broad-minded  man. 

"He  was  familiar  with  the  history  of  Rock¬ 
ville  and  was  always  a  source  of  reliable  informa¬ 
tion  on  such  matters.  He  was  active  in  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  When  Rockville  had  its 
Old  Home  Week  he  was  active  in  the  arrange¬ 
ments  and  the  program. 

"Rockville  has  lost  a  friend  in  the  death  of 
George  Peter  Wendheiser.” 

From  the  Rockville  Leader: 

"In  the  death  of  George  P.  Wendheiser  at  his 
home  in  Ellington,  Saturday  night,  the  com¬ 
munity  has  suffered  a  very  real  loss.  Although 
his  participation  in  business  and  social  affairs  has 
been  less  in  recent  years  than  formerly,  his 
interest  was  very  definite  with  what  went  on  in 
this  section  of  the  world.  Had  this  not  been  true, 
he  would  never  have  come  back  to  Tolland 
County  and  bought  a  home  after  his  travels, 


WENDHEISER 


which  included  both  the  United  States  and 
foreign  countries. 

^'Outside  of  his  business  life,  it  was  as  a 
musician  and  a  lover  of  music  that  Mr.  Wend- 
heiser  is  best  remembered.  For  many  years 
whenever  an  orchestra  was  needed  for  musicals, 
Mr.  Wendheiser  was  a  member,  playing  his  violin. 
With  his  sister,  the  late  Miss  Laura  Wendheiser, 
an  accomplished  pianist  and  teacher  of  music, 
Mr.  Wendheiser  cooperated  in  furthering  an 
interest  in  musical  appreciation  in  his  home 
community. 

'"His  final  years  were  spent  in  Ellington,  with 
his  major  interests  being  his  home  and  his  garden. 
Although  landscape  gardeners  were  consulted,  the 
major  part  of  the  work  was  done  by  Mr.  Wend- 
heiser  himself  and  he  enjoyed  it. 

"Conscious  of  its  own  loss  in  his  death,  the 
sympathy  of  the  community  goes  out  to  his 
widow  in  her  greater  personal  loss.” 


George  Peter  Wendheiser  married,  October  20, 
1937,  in  St.  James  Cathedral,  London,  England, 
Josephine  Clarke  Watkins,  daughter  of  William 
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Henry  and  Jenny  Des  Prez  (Seviers)  Clarke,  and 
widow  of  Wade  Le  Roy  Watkins  of  Aberdeen, 
Mississippi. 
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iArms:  Sable  three  greyhounds  in  pale  courant  argent 

collared  or. 

Crest:  On  a  mount  vert  a  greyhound  sejant  argent 

collared  gules  garnished  or. 


(Matthews'  General  Armoury  and  Blue  Book.) 


WIGMORE 


EORGE  THOMAS  WIGMORE,  son  of 
Thomas  and  Eleanor  (Freeman)  Wig- 
more,  was  born  December  30,  1874,  in 
Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  where  he  died 
August  10,  1936.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
England  and  came  to  America  about  1860.  They 
settled  in  Naugatuck  where  their  son  attended  the 
public  schools  and  completed  his  formal  education 
at  Wilbraham  Academy  in  Wilbraham,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  graduating  in  1894. 


Mr.  Wigmore  then  found  his  first  employment 
with  the  Naugatuck  National  Bank  where  he  became 
well  grounded  in  banking  practices  and  was  advanced 
through  various  positions  to  that  of  teller.  After 
several  years  with  this  organization  he  resigned  in 
order  to  enter  the  manufacturing  business  in  which 
he  met  with  immediate  and  outstanding  success  and 
through  his  foresight,  energy  and  initiative  soon 
gained  wide  prominence  as  an  able  executive.  The 
various  enterprises  with  which  he  became  associated 
met  with  remarkable  success.  He  re-organized  the 
Risdon  Tool  &  Machine  Company,  then  located  in 
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Waterbury,  Connecticut,  and  moved  the  plant  to 
Naugatuck,  where  it  later  became  known  as  the 
Risdon  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1908,  when  the 
Russell  Manufacturing  Company  was  incorporated, 
he  became  treasurer  of  this  firm,  and  also  treasurer 
of  Peter  Paul,  Inc.,  a  highly  successful  company 
manufacturing  candy,  which  through  his  influence 
located  its  plant  in  Naugatuck.  He  was  also  treasurer 
of  the  Bridgeport  Brass  Company  and  a  director  of 
the  Naugatuck  Water  Company. 

Mr.  Wigmore  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost 
insurance  men  in  the  vicinity  and  was  an  organizer 
and  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Dayton, 
Rumney  and  Wigmore,  which  later  became  the 
Naugatuck  Insurance  Agency,  Inc.  Although  he 
resigned  his  position  as  bank  teller  early  in  his  career, 
he  remained  active  and  well-known  in  banking  circles 
and  served  as  a  director  of  the  Colonial  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Waterbury  and  of  the  Naugatuck  Savings 
Bank  of  which  he  was  an  incorporator. 

He  was  prominent  in  civic  affairs  and  served  as 
borough  treasurer  from  1899  to  1917.  He  was  among 
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the  influential  business  men  of  the  community  who 
organized  the  Naugatuck  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
1921  and  was  elected  a  member  of  its  first  Board  of 
Directors,  serving  as  such  until  1926.  He  was,  for 
many  years,  a  director  of  the  local  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  and  during  World  War  I  took 
a  leading  part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  war 
effort,  being  an  especially  effective  ''four-minute” 
speaker,  and  also  treasurer  of  the  Naugatuck  branch 
of  the  American  Red  Cross. 

Mr.  Wigmore  was  a  charter  member  of  Naugatuck 
Lodge,  No.  967,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  a  member  of  Centennial  Lodge,  No.  100, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Water- 
bury  Club.  He  was  a  communicant  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  from  which  his  funeral  service  was 
conducted  by  Reverend  Philip  C.  Walcott,  and  as  a 
mark  of  respect,  flags  on  all  public  buildings  in  the 
city  were  flown  at  half-staff. 

George  Thomas  Wigmore  married,  September  30, 
1902,  Leita  Benham,  daughter  of  Frank  Edwin  and 
Jennie  (Mallory)  Benham.  (See  Benham  Line,) 
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Child : 

Janice,  married  Merlin  A.  Pierson  of  Newton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Child : 

Wigmore  Ailing. 


tAr7n%:  Ermine,  a  desse  dancettee  sable. 

Qrest:  A  chart  proper. 

(Matthews'  General  Armoury  and  Blue  Book — 
John  Benham,  gent.,  who  settled  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  1630.) 


BENHAM 


BENHAM,  immigrant  ancestor  of  the 
II  hereinafter  under  consideration,  is 

1/  said  to  have  come  to  New  England  in  the 
ship  "Mary  and  John”  in  1630.  The  names 
of  his  parents  and  date  and  place  of  his  birth  are  not 
known;  he  died  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in 
1661.  He  settled  first  in  Dorchester,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  received  a  grant  of  land  and  was  one  of 
twenty-four  pioneers  to  whom  the  privilege  of 
becoming  a  freeman  was  extended.  That  he  moved  to 
New  Haven  before  April  23,  1683,  is  shown  by  a 
record  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  of  that 
date  which  reads  as  follows:  "It  is  ordered  that  the 
land  for  the  pits  which  John  Benham  had  used  for 
making  brick  shall  still  be  in  common  for  the  use 
of  the  plantation.”  He  continued  as  a  brickmaker  in 
New  Haven,  for  a  court  order  dated  1651  allowed 
him  twenty  shillings  for  time  spent  locating  clay 
for  this  purpose.  He  was  active  in  civic  affairs  and 
served  as  fence  viewer,  town  crier  and  drummer  in 
New  Haven. 

John  Benham  married  twice.  The  name  of  his  first 
wife,  who  died  in  New  Haven  before  1654,  is 
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unknown.  He  married  (second) ,  in  Boston,  Novem¬ 
ber  16,  1660,  Margery  Alcott,  widow  of  Thomas 
Alcott. 

John  Benham,  Jr.,  son  of  John  Benham,  was 
born  probably  in  England  and  died  in  New  Haven 
in  1691.  He  settled  in  New  Haven  where  he  had 
extensive  land  holdings  and  took  the  oath  of  fidelity 
in  16S4.  A  court  record,  dated  1662,  regarding  the 
settlement  of  his  father’s  estate,  mentions  the  fact 
that  he  was  at  that  time  in  Virginia.  He  eventually 
returned  to  New  Haven  where  he  is  listed  as  a 
proprietor  in  1685.  He  married  (first),  February  8, 
1654,  Sarah  (Hurst)  Wilson,  widow  of  Richard 
Wilson.  She  died  in  New  Haven,  May  30,  1667,  and 
he  married  (second),  in  New  Haven,  March  3, 
1668/9,  Mercy  Smith,  daughter  of  George  and 
Sarah  Smith.  She  was  born  in  New  Haven  in  1 645/ 6. 
The  date  of  her  death  is  not  recorded. 

John  Benham,  3rd,  son  of  John,  Jr.,  and  Sarah 
(Hurst)  Wilson  Benham,  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
September  15,  1664/ 5  and  died  in  1744.  He  married 
Comfort  Mansfield,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
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(Potter)  Mansfield.  She  was  born  in  December,  1668, 
and  died  after  1740. 

John  Benham,  4th,  son  of  John,  3rd,  and 
Comfort  (Mansfield)  Benham,  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  February  16,  1710/11,  and  died  in  West 
Haven,  Connecticut,  June  4,  1777.  He  married  in 
New  Haven,  April  7,  1736,  Dorothy  Pardee, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Payne)  Pardee. 
She  was  born  October  14,  1715,  in  West  Haven 
where  she  died  February  15,  1811. 

Elihu  Benham,  son  of  John,  4th,  and  Dorothy 
(Pardee)  Benham,  was  born  in  New  Haven  about 
1748  and  died  in  Naugatuck,  Connecticut,  February 
28,  1836.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  and 
enlisted  in  the  militia  from  Naugatuck.  He  married 
Mehitable  Smith,  daughter  of  Austin  and  Margaret 
(Smith)  Smith.  She  was  born  about  1754  and  died 
in  Naugatuck,  October  28,  1834. 

Elihu  Benham,  Jr.,  son  of  Elihu  and  Mehitable 
(Smith)  Benham,  was  born  alpout  1777  in  Nauga¬ 
tuck  where  he  died  February  19,  1862.  He  married 
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Esther  Griffin  who  was  born  in  Oxford,  Connecticut, 
about  1781  and  died  in  Naugatuck,  June  30,  1841. 

Edwin  Benham,  son  of  Elihu,  Jr.,  and  Esther 
(Griffin)  Benham,  was  born  in  Naugatuck  about 
1821  and  died  inWaterbury,  Connecticut,  September 
9,  1892.  He  was  a  merchant  in  Waterbury  where 
he  married.  May  12,  1844,  Patty  Ann  Hotchkiss, 
daughter  of  Philo  and  Patty  (Lines)  Hotchkiss.  She 
was  born  in  Bethany,  Connecticut,  about  1826  and 
died  in  Waterbury,  August  22,  1897. 

Frank  Edwin  Benham,  son  of  Edwin  and  Patty 
Ann  (Hotchkiss)  Benham,  was  born  in  Naugatuck, 
April  14,  1845,  and  died  December  3,  1923.  He 
resided  in  Water  bury  for  many  years  where  he  was 
a  prominent  business  man  and  active  in  the  civic  and 
social  life  of  the  community.  As  a  young  man  he 
owned  and  operated  one  of  the  early  stage  coach  lines 
between  Water  bury  and  New  Haven,  in  which  he 
was  eminently  successful  and  accumulated  a  com¬ 
fortable  estate.  He  was  well-known  in  Masonic 
circles  and  was  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  Eureka  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  Clark  Com- 
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mandery,  K.  T.,  Lafayette  Consistory  and  Sphinx 
Temple,  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  also  an 
active  member  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church. 

Frank  Edwin  Benham  married  in  Naugatuck,  June 
9,  1869,  Jennie  Mallory,  daughter  of  Seabury  and 
Mary  A.  (Lane)  Mallory.  She  was  born  in  South- 
bury,  Connecticut,  August  5,  1847,  and  died  in 
Roxbury,  Connecticut,  September  8,  1929. 

Leita  Benham,  daughter  of  Frank  Edwin  and 
Jennie  (Mallory)  Benham,  married.  May  30,  1902, 
George  Thomas  Wigmore.  (q.  v.) 
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